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"Sumnmit-University: Open Space for the
"People” by Kokayi Ampah, Pauline
Eichten, and Jeff Frank

"Phillips: Pay Your Taxes and Take
A Chance" by Marcy Shapiro and
Lynn Hinkle h

A reader offers a view of Washington Avenue
that is quite different than Dave Rosheim
presented in our Spring issue.

Do parks and open space help build, or help
undermine, a sense of community? Lynn's
overview draws some conclusions from the
articles in this issue.

Developers often point to their allotments
of "open space" in the midst of a housing
development. Jack has found, however, that
this anonymous space does little to help res-
idents feels at home, or to help them feel
concern for their property.  He stresses the
importance of an age-old method for helping
residents feel involved with their homes:

the backyard.

Charlie asks, "What Minneapolis park is
seventeen feet above the ground, made entirely
of concrete, virtually surrounded by high

rise buildings and cost nearly a million

tax dollars?

e
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In this section are the experiences of four
different neighborhood as they have grappled
with the planning and use of park space. We
hope these examples will provide valuable
lessons for people working in other neigh-’
borhoods.

A small group of residents acting out of their
self-interest on behalf of an entire neigh-
borhood, and the inability of bureaucrats to
give residents any straight information, helps
to fragment a.neighborhood, Steve concludes,
His solution is a set of neighborhood councils
to perform comprehensive neighborhood
planning.

From an area in which exploitive land use has
resulted in a surplus of vacant lots, resi-
dents have taken over the unused land for
their own uses. Community gardens now
augment Summit-University's food supply.

Although the Stewart Field Activities Council
had worked hard with the Park Board to in-
crease use of their park, they discovered
that another bureaucracy confounded their
plans. Marcy and Lynn also suggest neighbor-
hood councils for local planning.
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- To solve dlssenSLOn between nelghbors who

'were trying.to obtain a park, the Whittier
Coalition reallzed a single common goal was
needed: to brlng relief to the densely popu-
lated area. A description of how the Whittier
nelghbors set their course, and what resulted,
appears in Lou's article.

' Neighborhcod Histories

If you glance at' these pictures, you'll see
many activities that used to happen in the
parks, but don't anymore.

Several interesting personalltles came to-
gether on a piece of land in South Saint
Anthony Park to plan a playground They dis-
covered that their struggle was for both the

" playground and the entire neighborhoed, Al-
‘documents this history in an intriguing ex-

ploration of the personalities involved, and
he comments on why their results have been
limited.

You can learn alot about a community by look-
ing at its parks, Lanny suggests. He writes
a light survey here of Washburn-Falr Oaks,
Loring, and Nokomls.

How- to convert a vacant lot into a vegetable
garden. A plan by Kevin Iungerman.

And, how to convert a vacant lot into a
playground that encourages parents and chil-
dren to work together, by Lynn Hinkle.

And, a list of. the community newspapers in
Minneapolis ‘and St. Paul. This is the first
installment of our ongoing series that will
review community media sources.

A new biké coop,

A community development corporatlon,
A new restaurant, and -

A new photo collective.
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" letters to the editors

)

I have read your first issue of Common Ground,
& I feel the: production staff has worked long
hard hours to obtain all the 1nterest1ng in-
formation on the different neighborhoods of
Mlnneapqlls & St.. Paul.

As I was reading, my mind wandered back -
to years gone bye, as.I have lived in three
_of the neighborhoods mentioned in this spring
issue. One was Skid Row, & only a person who
has spent time there & have got to know the
people really knew what it was like. May I
express my view points, as I remember skid

Row.

For three months of my life I lived on
Skid Row, with its many bars, cheap hotels,
& the people, Many who have never known any
of these bums, hookers, winos etc. really knew
why these people came ‘there, or realized that
they were humans with feelings. '

I was not a bum, I held a job, I was not
a hooker, it just so happened I.was in love
with a man who worked in one of the cafes on
skid Row, & this is how I got to know the
people. '

We were a unitgd group, once you were in,
you were always protected & safe, as long as
you lived by the rules. There rules were to

help one another, all they had were each other.

How fondly I remember a half breed Indian
‘man, who I felt was one of the finest gentle-
men I ever knew, yes he had a problem, he was
a wino, but many times he would come to me &
say help me to get off the stuff. It would
take three days of talking & encouraging him,
but soon he-would, get a job settlng pins in
a bowling alley, go to Goodwill Store & buy
a fresh set of‘clothes, keep himself neat &
clean & for a few months he would feel like®
a member of society once again. His pattern
would fall back to his old ways, many times,
& we'd start all over again, but Jack was one
man, who never swore in fromt of a lady, &
always held high respect for my husband & I.

As for the bums, I knew many of them.

Some were old men who had lost their wives,
their children drifted off, & their lonliness
drew them to the Avenue (as we called it).
Many were dirty, I agree, as they slept in
box cars, park benches, many covered with
newspaper .to keep them warm, but they enjoyed
a friendly "Hello" or just the thought that
somebody cared enough to say a few words to

y

- son.

- have & it was a strange experience.

~back, the worse it got.

them. I always felt they were some mothers

As for the hookers, there were many
types.  Some just out to turn a trick for the
money angle, & some who went their way because
of things that happened early in their lives
to change them from being a respectable woman
into the life they led. Lynn, once told me

* why she was on the avenue, shé had been raped )

when she was 12 years old, her child was

. raised as her brother, & as she grew older

she turned into a hooker to get even with the
man who did this to her, yet Lynn was a per— .
son who would give the shirt off her back to
anyone she liked or that she knew needed help,
she'd even turn a trick to help a hungry fam~
ily. Another hooker Joan was slightly re-
tarded, & this was the only way of life she
knew, yet somewhere along the line she met a
man who treated her like a lady & married her,
& now 25 years later she is raising 3 child-
ren, interested in school activities, such. as
PTA & is sending her children to Sunday
School. .

Have you ever been in a flop house? I .
_ In front
of the hotel was a few really nice rooms, mine

‘-was clean, had a nice bed & a dresser with a’

large mirror, & clean linen once a week, then
as you walked back, there were the trick
rooms, & the further you walked towards the
These cubicles were
dirty, but at least a place for a guy with
50¢ in. his pocket to get in out of the rain.

Yes, Skid Row is gone, but I never can
feel that all these people were bad. I.
have to agree tHere were many of the drifters
who created many problems, they'd roll the
first one they saw, but I feel many of the
people who.were there, were like a little
community all their own, looking out for
their neighbors. They too were people of
Common Ground.

This letter was sent to us anonymously.

We normally won't print anonymous letters but
decided it was important to share this per-
spective on Skid Row.

Dave Rosheim, the author of the article on
Skid Row, is still researching. He needs to
get in touch with the author of this letter
in order to hear more of her viewpoints-—-we
hope she will call Dave, either through
‘Common 'Ground, or at his home phone, 827-1149.

1
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. by Lynn Hinkle

Use of open space can either build or under~
mine a sense of community in urban neighbor-
.hoods. If opeh space is available to meet
residents' needs for both larger plots of
land (parks) to take quiet walks or to play
softball, and smaller plots at home '(back~

'-_ yards) to visit with friends or tend a gar-

den, it's possible for a sense of community
to grow. If, however, available vacant lots
are left unused or if open space areas are
depleted by developers, then a neighborhood ‘s
sense of community will be undermined. Ar~
ticles in this issue of Common Ground dis-
cuss how neighborhoods are developing and
using larger plots of land and suggest . ways
to use vacant lots and develop residential
space to meet neighbors' needs. ~

"Using Open Space To Build Community

‘ Three articles in the "Parks and Neigh-
borhoods" section describe how residents in
the Phillips, Whittier and Lyndale neighboxr=
hoods in Minneapolis have struggled to ob-
tain and use park space. These articles de-
scribe how these neighborhoods have dealt
with fragmenting bureaucracies, resident -~
.conflicts, and complex neighborhood changes.
We feel that the experience of these three
neighbérhoods may help other Twin Cities'

. neighborhoods to initiate or continue plans
for development and use of neighborhood
parks.,

The "Resources" section of the magazine
discusses two ways for neighborhoods to use
Vacant lots (land waiting to be developed)--
adventure playgrounds and vegetable gardens.
Beyond describing the advantages of provid-
ing food for residents and a space for child-
ren to exercise imaginations constructively,
both articles describe how these projects’
provide neighbors with means to work togeth-
er and share experience. The fourth article
in the "Parks and Neighborhoods" section on
the Summit-University area in St. Paul de-
scribes how gardening on reclaimed vacant
land is helping to reweave the fabric of
community in that area.

- Open Space That Undermines

The article by Jack Cann talks about how
residents' needs for private space outdoors
{a backyard) are consistently disregarded by
housing developers. Further, Jack suggests

o

e

‘how residents could plan higher density
‘housing to meet their own needs for open

space. Charlie Warner describes how Heller-
Segal have provided a miniscule elevated

' concrete park to meet Tower residents' needs

for open space. These articles make it

‘clear that unless residents' take Swift mea-

sures to insure private open space, develop-
ers will make the concept of the backyard
obsolete and similarly the creation of parks
absurd. . :

What all of this means is that residents
need to become more conscious of using open
space to. build a sense of community in their
neighborhood.’ There is no need to-rely on
fragmenting bureaucracies or profiteering
developers for that consciousness.

This is not to say that bureaucracies
and developers have no place in park plan-
ning, rather that they should work to carry
out plans that are made at the local level.
Metro and city-wide.agéncies could purchase
equipment and supplies, handle park mainten-
ance, provide communication sources to neigh-
borhood groups (both for bringing in new
ideas on park planning and for fostering con-
flict between neighborhoods), and provide
technical assistance for refining neighbor-
hood plans. These services could be made
available much more economically on a re-
gional scale than on a local scale.

. However, the specific uses of resources
can best be detemmined locally when their
use can be tailored to local needs. How to
use equipment, when to buy new equipment,
deciding how to use open space, and how to
develop parks, all are examples of decisions
that can best be made locally. Many articles
suggest the neighborhood council as a means
to make these local decisionms.

'Neighborhood  Councils

. These hgighborhood groups would develop
their own cdriterion for land use, including
open space, and accept or reject land use
plans for the neighborhood according to
these criteria. City or metro-wide agencies
and private developers would have to submit
land use plans, including effects on other
neighborhoods, far in advance of a planned
development to insure approval by a neigh-

" borhood council..

e

Neighborhoods that are empowered in'this -
way will obviously have an important oppor=
tunity to build a sense of community together.
As residents work .together to. create plans
‘and see their fruition, and as residents
enjoy open space that they have suited to
their own' needs, much stronger personal ties
can develop.

| 5



‘maximize density.

Planning
for

PerS_oxial v
| Open Space

by Jack Cann

Why ‘‘Parks’’ Are Important

A park is not a backyard. Obvious enough,
but so what? The distinction is about to be~
come pretty important in the face of a wide-
spread planning mentality which holds that,
given the coming population crunch and soar-
ing urban land costs, backyards have become

" luxuries wh1ch.soc1ety as a whole can no

longer tolerate. This mentality, as reflec-
ted "in-comprehensive plans, zoning laws, and
redevelopment programs gives developers the
Justification and the tools they need to em-
phasize construction of rental units with
"amenities" rather than ownership and “"open
space” rather than backyards. The result is
a central city population which is increas-
ingly transient. and uninvolved in communlty
affairs.

Slnceia developer's main investment is
the cost of the land and since his returns
all depend on the value of what's built on
the land, the way to maximize profits is to
Planners aren't ones to
challenge Yeconomic facts of life" like these
but they do pride themselves on their concern
for "meeting human needs." .Hence their con-
cern for providing open space and other
amenities along with high density housing.

" Their concern for "open space" is lauda-~
ble, perhaps, but in the developers' hands_

(

it quickly becomes absurd. For instance, a
few years ago:a. group calllng themselves Con-
cefned Builders proposed amendments to the
Mlnneapolls zonlng code involving a series

‘of “"density bonuses™ -- the right to build

at higher densities than normally allowed -~
if certain amenities were provided. They’
proposed density bonuses for bulldlng next to -
such "open spaces" as cemeterles and free-
ways! : '

The planners were appalled. They had in
mind green vistas, space for children to '
play, pleasant places to relax and catch some
sun -- in short, parks. Backyards are a mid-
dle class hangup we can no longer afford,
they argue, but human beings do need green
vistas. So high density housing ought to be
built in park-like settings.

What grassy open space does exist on

the Cedar-Riverside Stage | plaza is unre-
lated to any of the dwelling units. [t is
therefore totally public in character (as
are the hallways inside). There is no way

1

that the highrise tenants can develop feel
ings of ownership about their environment,
Photos by Ken Meter. :




v"Thé’results'of”this more liberal inter--
3 pretatlon of "open space" are developments

. like the infamous Pruitt-Igoe public hous;ng '

in st. Louis =-- 17. hlghrlses arranged, more
or less at random; within a -large open.

space.
mited a5 unlivable when less than 20 years
old has a lot to do with the important dif-

ferenqes between parks and backyards.
! '

Why‘ Backyards are Important .

Backyards are under the control of. their
res;dents (you can't plant a garden in a
Jpublic park; park pollce can't tell you not
to play frisbee in your back yard). They
are private or semi-private. Their use is
intimately related to the use of the dwell-
ing which they adjoin. Most importantly,

- people have a fundamentally' dlfferent feeilng

about their backyard than about. a park, for
a backyard is one very important elemént in
giving a dwelling unit a feeling of "home".

This feeling is more a function of the physi-
cal space itself, and the degreé to which the

_reSLdent can influence what _goes on there,
than of whether ‘the home represents a sign-
ificant cash investment. -

Every recent North Amerlcan study done on
housing choice has shown that nearly every~
one has an ideal image of what a "home™
ought to be -- a free standlng'hquse with
ground attached In general, the further

. their actual living environment deviates
from this image, the more people will tend to
percelve it and treat™it as &n institutional
environment ~- one which, is merely a tempor—
ary stopping-off place and which they have
Wlittle reason to show concern for. -

The reasons that Prultt-Igoe was dyna-

. Disappearing Community

Residents of housing projects do tend to
be highly transient. They tend to put on
"public faces" as soon as. they step outside
their apartment doors. With no reason for
them to feel much concern about upkeep, the
buildings run down quickly. The tenants,
isolated and anonymous, are easy prey for
‘oppressive leases, snooping caretakers, and
rent-gouging absentee landlords.

This kind of housing is becoming 1ncreas—
ingly significant in Minneapolis. Between
1960 and 1970, the city lost about 14,500
units in single family homes, 2-, 3=, and
4-plexes. It gained nearly 11,000 units in
larger apartment buildings. The phenomenon
of walk-up apartment buildings replacing en=~
tire blocks of 51ngle family homes and du-

‘.. A backyard is a very important
element in giving a dwelling unit the
feeling of home.”’

! 3
plexes has become a common one in inner-city
neighborhoods. Walk-up developers seldom
give any consideration to open space at all,
let alone seml-prlvate open space that s
related to the apartments.

Large~scale developments, like those in
Cedaf—Riverside, Loring Park, and on the Bur-
lington Northern property downtown, will be-
come more and more important as suppliers of
housing in the '70s. Cedar-Riverside, the

- forerunner of these super developments in
~Minneapolif, will have far less open space

: This walkup apartment at
26th and Harriet is typical
of those disrupting inner=
city neighborhoods., It was
built by Zollie Baratz, who
- has developed over 1,000
units of such housing. The
anonymous nature of "its open
space discourages any feel-
Ing on the ‘part of residents
that their apartments are
Yhome." In fact, the pop-
ulations of most buildings
turn over almost completely
each year.




’nper’person than any other new communlty in

" the country. -Worse, the’ empha31s on~h1ghrlse
- housing makes it impossible to relate plots
. of ground to individual apartment units or

.. small groups of units.

Building Community

There is little question that central cit-
ies will-have to become more dense. But
there is also :no question that this does not
mean that "backyard" types of space will have
to’ dlsappear. Most four-plexes, for in-
stance, have spaces that all their tenants
can relate to as a shared backyard. There is
no reason that walk-up apartment buildings
can't be built as a series of 4-plexes or 6~
plexes, with a number of vertical stairwells
rather than long internal corridors. This
type design, in combination with appropriate
landscaping can result in a series of semi=
private yards shared by 4-6 unlts, even at
relatively high densities.

Having usable private ox semi-private
space 1nt1mately related to an apartment can.
help enormously to give that apartment a

- feeling of "home". And a home, unlike a
"housing unit," is worth maintaining and
fighting for. The sharing with other resi-
dents of space which each feels is part of
their home can transform an anonymous apart-
ment building into a community.

This is precisely why developers, even
those who want to market amenity-loaded
buildings, should avoid' this type of design
like the plague. The second-to-last thing

e any sane landlord wants is to have his ten-

. ants feel that his building is really their
home. And the last thing is to have them
develop into a community with enough clout to
make that feellng a reality. ' 1

- ought to occur.

’Somve Lessons

i
N

These dlfferences between "packyards" and
parks have some:very important implications
for the way in which housing is' built and
neighborhoods are redeveloped. Flrst, neigh-
borhoods built up with single family homes
and duplexes are irreplaceable resources.
It's certainly possible to build at higher
densities in ways that will encourage resi-
dents' proprietary feelings. - But buildings
with smaller numbers of units are still the
best solution to this problem. A society
toys, only at great peril, with scarce re-
sources which represent a tlme-tested 'solu-
tion to an important human problem.

Second, highrises are generally a highly
inappropriate building type when rebuilding
Highrises inherently dis-
courage the development of feelings of con-
cern and involvement among their residents.
Buildings whose physical designs do encourage
those feelings can be built at reasonably
high densities. : v N

Third, control of redevelopment and pro- .
duction of housing is far too important to be
left in the hands of planners and profit
making developers. Developers have every
reason not to build living environments that
will catalyze resident concern and involve-
ment. And our planners have demonstrated
again and again that they're more interested
in providing developers with profits than
with meeting human needs.

Jack Cann has worked for the Minnesota
Tenants Union, and now for the Cedar-Riverside
Environmental Defense Fund (CREDF). He is
also a board member for the Findley Place
Housing Corporation.

| This small section of the site plan of the
-proposed Findley Place housing illustrates
the possnbillty of providing prlvate outdoor
space even in an apartment complex. ' In addi-
tion to these private courts, the plass
feature semi-private entrance paths shared by
small clusters of units and a larger semi-
private central court. These physical ele~-
ments are designed to encourage residents to
consider the development theirs =- that!s
important since the housing will be totally
controlled by the people who live there.
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What Minneapolis.park is'seventeen feet
above the ground, made entirely of concrete,
virtually surrounded by high rise buildings.
and cost nearly a million tax dollars? The
answer is the "plaza in the sky" in the mid-
dle of Heller~Segal's Cedar Square West.

‘The "park" is actually a slab deck cov~
ering the central parking'garage for the
New-Town-in-Town project. Designers and ar-
chitects call this kind of space "hardedge"
which aptly describes its character. The
major functions of the plaza are to provide
a place to walk for the tenants of Cedar
Square West and to give the private devel=~
. opers of the.project a value-adding amenity
to their real estate.  As such, the bene~
fits of a million public dollars, both state
and federal, are primarily accruing to al-
ready wealthy high-rise investers and not
.to the public at large. As an added fillip,
snow removal, maintenance, and police pro-
tection must be provided by the Minneapolis
taxpayers since. the whole area has been ded-
icated to the City.

The question of open space in the Cedar-
iRiverside New Town has been a long-term
‘sourxce of controversy. As proposed by Hel-
ler-Segal and approved by the Federal Gov-
ernment (Dept. of HUD), the project bas no
‘open space plan at all., HUD weht along with
$24 million of guaranteed flnanczng on the
‘basis of no more than vague: suggestlons that
University of Minnesota West Bank intra-
mural athletic fields be counted as open

Ceda,r R1vers1de s Plaza In the Sky

by Charlie Warner

space for HellerfSegal‘s tenants and that
more "plaza's in the sky" would be incor~-
porated into future stages of the develop-
ment. At this point, the University has
not committed itself to this scheme --
their fields are already over-used and the
developers have still not presented an open
space plan -=-+nearly three years after ap~
proval,

The extremely hlgheden51ty projected for
Cédar-Riverside {30-35, 00Q people housed on
less than 90 acres} should call for added
emphasis on providing recreational and na-
tural open kpace to make up for the lack
of bullt—ln elbow room and back yards which
occur in less dense single family neighbor-
hoods. Irstead the developers are already
underway with work on the second stage, the
Riverbluff development, which is projected
to consume a‘eighificant portion of the ‘
open space along the Bluff with more high-
rises and parking ramps. ’

This insensitivity of the Cedar-Riverside

- .developers to the needs of providing recre-

ational and natural open space is the result
of profits coming before people. By any es-~
‘tablished standards, the Heller-Segal pro-
ject is woefully lacking in open space; the
Federal and State money granted for open
space development has to this point instead

-been sunk into a plaza amenity which adds

value to their property but adds little if
anything to meeting the needs of the people

v

who must live there.
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Lyn fyale . Overcoﬁimg "?

Steve's chronzcle of park devel

pment in the Lyndale. nelghborbood stops short of the
park, waever, bzs descr;ptzon

and analyszs of tbzs and other development issues in

i

-
. by,Steve Mobre—Miles
t

The Lyndale Nelghborhood enclosed by -
35W, Lake Street, Lyndale Avenue and 36th
Street, is composed of fairly wéll main-
tained older homes, a senior citizens' high
rise, some two~story walk ups,. middle-
income people with lots of children. Ten.
years ago, prior to 35W's dissection of the
community, we were part of a larger neigh-
borhood served by the once active Lakewood
Portland Association. This article de-
scribes the formation of a new neighbor-
hood association concerned with the issue
- of locating a new park.

Land-for Bryant Square at 3lst and Bryant
Avenue South was purchased by the Mlnneapo-
lis Park Board in 1904. The park's origin~
al name, the 8th Ward Park, indicates the
vast area this small park was intended to

. serve. In 1928 to 1929 Bryant Square fac-
ilities were improved under the Elwell Law,
which allowed residents in an area to be
benefited by park improvements by taxing
themselves for said 1mprovements. Even then
Bryant Square was'able to serve a fairly
large portion of South Minneapolis because _
the population density was still relatively

" improvements.

low. Today,. however, even though 35W has
reduced the park's service to only two
neighborhoods, ‘Calhoun and Lyndale, the
higher population- dens;ty ‘makes Bryant
Square's services ridiculously insufficient,
A look at these two nelghborhoods on the
map shows Bryant Square (A) just outside
the northwest corner of the Lyndale nelgh-

 borhooed and close to the old Lyndale School

site at 33rd and Lyndale (B). - The old Lyn-
dale Elementary School was razed three
years ago and replaced by a new Lyndale
School at 34th and Grand Avenue (C).

The Park Board has now designated our
area "park deficient". This terxm applies
to areas that are scheduled for major park
With the classification of
our neighborhood as "park deficient", a
group of people living near the old school
site saw an opportunity to have that site
made into a park. They organized to pres-
sure a reluctant School Board to sell the
land to the Park Board -

Meanwhlle rumors had been circulating for
several weeks that a new park would involve
condemning housing near the. new Lyndale Ele-
mentary School, but nobody knew of any con-

Brya“t Square after recent lmprovements.
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. munications with each other,

Park Board’s—recent dec151on to acqu;re tbe old Lyndale Elementary School site fbr a
: :the"Lyndalefneighborhood remain current and provocative.

" crete action. One afternoon in February a
woman living near the new schbol received
a-phone call from a person who announced,
"Your house will be bulldozed; come to a

"meetlng tonight to find out why "

Aboét forty nelghbors 11v1ng near Lyndale
Elementary School, many of whom were quite
upseét, came-to the’ meeting. It was convened
by the group trying. to get the old school
site made into a park. They explained that
the Park Board was con51der1ng construction:
of a park near the new school, which would
require demolition of several homes. The
way for us to save our area from destruction
was to join them in worklng for the old

. school site park.

- The balance of oplnlon at thls meeting
k,was that the old school site was too close

R =) the Bryant Square Park and too far from.

| the:Gentral and eastern parts of the nelghr
"borhood.‘ Several people suggested options
to- the . old school site and the undesirabili-
"ty of removing an entire block from the ci-
ty tax roles. These comments were rudely.
dismissed by the conveners, thereby evoking
considerable resentment against them. More
dlscu551on somewhat molllfled those feelings.

RN

Conflicting Informatlon —_ Confusmg
Issues -

The meeting motivated me to go to the
Mayor's open house with questions. The May-
or*s open house is a good time. Free coffee.
. His Honor himself sees that those present
get to air their concerns with him or one
. of his' top assistants. I spoke with a Mr.

‘Fulton who seemed. genulnely opposed to the s
destruction of any homes but also unaware

of anythlng the School Board or Park Board

. were up'to. Neither the Park Board, School
Board nor Mayor's office have any regular'com-
This would seem
to make coordlnated plannlng by these three
groups extremely difficult. :

Mr Fulton called me back and said that
a decision was months away on this issue and:
that I should not get upset. One week later
a Model City's representatlve called on a
home owner near .the new school and said that -
the c1051ng of her Model Cities subsidized
_mortgage and condemnation of her property
for a park was virtually certain. -’

- ' ~

‘Junk yard, or housing.

Aldermen, Park and School Board people
from the "park deficient" areas together
with some planning people had a meeting to
discuss how to remedy the park deficient
situations. I was unaware of this public
meeting. ‘A poll, funded by a small govern-
ment . grant, compiled by the make-the~old-
site-a-park group was presented. The poll
'showed moderately strong support for use of

-the vacant school site as a park rather

than, for example, a fast-food restaurant,
However, polllng
was limited to the immediate vicinity of

the old school site, including some houses

adjacent to Bryant Square Park, but ignored
the more than 60% of the Lyndale neighbor-
hood which is the furthest from any park.

Our most recent neighborhood meeting
elected officers to what is now called the
Lyndale Neighborhood Association. We were
informed that our petition, the wording of
which was decided at a poorly publicized
meeting, was going well. Alderman Ford
announced that’ any person that we nominated
that night would serve on the subcommittee
of CLIC, Capital Long-Ringe Improvement
Council, which deals with park proposals. -

Lyndale Elementary School site.

The old
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. . « Cltizens have no effective channel wlthln government
for expressing community concerns. Without grass-
roots involvement, citizens are forced to be reactive to

city development rather than creative of it.

-CLIC determines budget priorities for city
cap;tal improvements such as parks. The
members of the four standing subcommittees
of CLIC are nominated by City. Council.
There was no public notice that this rela-
tively important post was to be filled at
this meeting except. that the old site
group was informed 6 hours prior to the

meeting. " One of "them was elected to this
- post.
Sorting Out the Issues

Most citizens' groups form in their own
self-interest. A few form in order to dis=~
cuss and then determine what those specific
- interests are. After the goal is achieved,
a group may redefine its interests.and con-
tinue as an organized force; sometimes the
_ group disbands when there is no longer. a
common interest.

Our Lyndale Asseciation started as a
group of neighbors living near the old
school site who formed specifically to have
that site made into a park.. This group did
not adequately consider the problems of be-
coming an organization.

First, they were late in involving the
residénts of the central and eastern por-
tions of -the Lyndale neighborhood who are
ten blocks from the closest park and un-
derstandably indifferent, even hostile, to
a new neighborhood park nine blocks away.
A new park, however, will be the last for .
many years in this area. 'How best to -
remedy the ‘park defxclent‘ status of our
ge;ghborhood has not really been enough.
of an 1ssue w1th the organ;zation.

Second, by virtue of their earlier work,
the initial group was able to function
seemingly well -enough without - 1nvolv1ng
the entire neighborhood., Even after the
Lyndale Association was tentatlvely created,
1mportant meetlngs and actions were not -
properly publicized. - .The fear of being
railroaded and the current indifference of
the eastern third of our neighborhood will
have to be resolved as a unified. heighbor-
hood organization is formed. And’ these.
things can be resolved. . o

Third, it is inordinately dlfficult to.
get straight information from the city
government about the status of planning,

apparently because of the fragmentation

within the bureaucracy. It is inexcusable
that the Mayor's office should say that
nothing is being planned, while Model
Cities is at the same time talking about
virtual condemnation.

The qudllty of lee in the nelghborhood
should be the measure of thé success of -
c;ty govermment--that is, schools, parks,
police, street repair, to name a few,
should all serve the people in the neigh- .
borhoods. And, yet, city government is
not organized in terms of neighborhoods,
but in terms of functions (such as the
School Board). Currently, these city-
wide function groups have no way of
planning together at the neighborhood
level. The citizens have no effective
channel within government for expressing.
community concerns. Without this grass-
roots level of involvement, citizens are
put in the position of being reactive to
city development rather ‘than creative -of
it. .

One possible solution to thlsks1tuat10n
would be neighborhood councils, consisting

“of volunteers elected from all parts of a

nelghborhood. The function of such a board
would be to submit and receive, as well as

vevaluate, plans for neighborhood develop-

ment. This would provide a legitimate"
place for the city's function groups to meet
together publlcly/WLth the people to coor-
dinate planning. This board would have
powers to coordinate planning. :

. The aim -of city‘government'éhould be to
improve the quality of life in the neigh-

,borhoods,'accordlng to the. needs seen by

the people in the community. For this to
be fulfllled, the city must provxde a
legitimate place for citizens' ~groups in
the city government.

steve Moore-Miles is. a reszdent of. the Lyndale
nexghborhoo& in Model Cities and is currently
a medical studeqt at the University of Mlnne-. :
sota. . . ©ON h



Summlt Un1vers1ty
Open Space for the People

* by Kokayi, Ampah, Pauline Eichten, Jeff Frank

Open space means someth;ng dlffereqt_to each
individual, depending on where they live,

To some people open space is a. place "to play
ball or swim; to others it means a shady -
"place to sit; and to otheks ‘yet it is a va-
cant space betweed buildings.,'.
University community of St. Paul, open space
isn't a well planned green space or a care-
fully breserved park. Instead, open space
is a random pattern of vacant lots which
figure into a cycle of exploitation by
speculators, planners and real estate brok-
ers.

These people view land as a commodity,
somethlng to be bought and sold in order to
maximize proflts, rather than a community

where people " omes .

The recent history of Summit-University
could be considered a classic, example of
profit oriented people using the land and
then temporarily dlscardlng it when it no’
longer serves their economic purposes.
It's also an example of people's guerilla
land use, reclaiming vacant land and return-
ing it to communal use.

Eproiting the Land

In the post World War II perlok hous;ng
was in short supply in St. Paul. Returning
GI's and their families placed a demand
that could not be met by co:struction alone,
Becauge demand was so high, it became prof-
itable for land owners to engage in specula=
tive practices.

These practices included buying large
tracts of land to resell at a profit; sub-
dividing the laxge 0ld homes that abound in
Summlt—Unlver51ty; and returnlng little or
nho money, in the form of malntenance, to
the properties that they owned. These prac-
tices led to many properties deteriorating,
~ while at the same time absentee landlords

were maklng a large profit,

Discarding the Land

This type of land exploitation can't go
on forever. Depreciation allowances, vhich
allow a landlord to deduct building mainten-.
ance expenses from his/her incdme‘taxes, on=-

In the Summit-

1y last twenty years{ After that point a

landlord usually wants to dump the property o

back on the market. Because the property

has usually been poorly maintained, there

may not be a willlng huyer. Then the gov~
ernment enters -in.

In Summlt—University, the first phase of
government  intervention was building the
freeway. By 1964, I-94 was complete and

had accomplished two purposes;

1. Destruction of the deterloratlng Ron=
do Street area, and

2. Pushing more people into.the rest of
the community, creating increased demand on
-available housing. Thus an already low var
cancy rate lowers even further,. allowing

- landlords to raise rents and giving people

little option but to put up with it. Almost

"400. dwelling units were destroyed and over

1200 people displaced by the freeway alone.

But';t.took urban renewal to create the
type of open space that exists in Summit=
Univexsity now. Urban renewal, through
its chief agent the Hou31ng and Redevelop«
ment Authority, had the distinct function
of acquiring deteriorating property from

Summtt-u's streets and alleys, not shown on
thts map, crisscross 40% of the nefghborhood.
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Summit-Uis an example of people s guerilla Iand use,
reclaimmg vacant Iand and returmng it to communal use.

Y,

absentee slumlords. One program alone,
called hardship acquisition, bought 303
housing units 200 of them purchased from
non-resident owners. Throughﬂthls program
and others, HRA managed ‘to tear down some
1400 units of housing, units discarded by
land profiteers, and dlsplace an additional
6,000 pecple.

The open space created by urban renewal
is slated for redevelopment by private de-

- velopers, starting the land exploitation cy~

cle anew. In the meantime, the people who
live in this community have been using the

.land to meet their own needs. One of the

main uses thls land has been put to is urban
farming.

The Urban Farmers Union

Borrowing an idea from the Black Muslims,
who have been. advocating "doing for self"
for many years, Inner City Youth League
started their first garden plot on the cor-
ner of Dayton and Victoria in 1969. Now in
their fifth year of gardening, the third
year at Selby and Dale, ICYL has been joined
by an increasing number of community groups
and 1nd1v1duals in reclaiming the land dis-
carded by the explolters. This type of
guerilla land use has been growing and now
includes the American Indian Movement, the’
Selby Food Coop, the Institute for African
Education and the 4-H. These groups and
many more individuals have formed an Urban

Farmers Union to coordinate their activities,

-It's necessary to negotiate with HRA,
which owns the vacant land, to obtain the
use of the land for gardening. HRA leases
the land for a six month period from May 1
to October 31, for $1 a month. There is.
also a $15-$25 damage deposit, which is re-
fundable at the end of the six month perlod

" Generally, HRA has been. responsive to groups

who want to use the land for gardening --
except when they have a private developer
lined up to begin bulldlng on the land in

question,

~ Composition of the soil on this land is

-of poor quality., After the lots are lev-
" elled, the city covers them with fill. This

means hauling topsoil and manure; otherwise

" it takes around three years to rebuild the

land-in order to grow food on lt.“The Urbaq

I

Farmers Union has cooperated in trucking in
the necessary topsoil or compost for the
scattered garden sites.

There have been a number of donations to
the urban farmers. Northrup King has donat-
ed all the seed for the last 3-4 years. St.
Paul Rent-All, on Rice Street, donated the
use of a tractor for one day to turn the
soil on the gardens. This tractor ordinar-

. ily rents for $40 a day. Other organiza-

tions, including Sears and Wards, have made
small donations to help the urban farming
effort,

Urban Farmers Union hopes to start an
Urban Farmers Market in the community as
an outlet for their produce in the future.
They are also in the process of forming al~-
liances with farmers outside the city, who
would also supply the Urban Farmers Market.

‘Diversity and Common Ground

The makeup of the people living in Sum~
mit-University has been important to the
growth of the urban farming movement, There
is a diversity of people in this community,
-Blacks, Native Americans, Chicanos and Euro~
Americans, yet underlying that diversity is




. el sthe people who live in this community have been
o~ usmg the land to mee! their own needs. One of the main

uses has been urban gardenmg

‘a common' agricultural background. Many are’
first and second generation migrants. from

rural areas who came to the oity looking for:

better jobs, education, etc. "Each of these
grcups\hgs become lncreas;pgly urbanized and
- alienated from their agricultural roots.

. Primarily a low to moderate income area,

over 60%' of the populatlon’of Summit-Univer-~

sity‘are tenants, ar land’ poor. - Because of
their “"failure" to inherit or amass enough
capital, they are punished by- having to pay
more for their basic human needs, like hous-
ing, food and health care, and gettlng poor-
er quallty.

Through the Urban Farmers Unlon, groups
hlch.ordlnarlly wouldn't have gotten to-
, getper have begun to recognize their common -
ground. With the present vacant land in
Summit-University, it could be possible to
feed half this community .- “Through a’ commun-
al ‘gardening project it is possible to re-
weave the fiber of community togetherness
between urban dwellers. The seed has been
planted.

Beyond gardening, there are‘méhy other
needs for people's open space in this com-
munity. cChildren's play areas, green areas

Summit-U-
on Selby. Avenue.

residents pass through a vacant lot
- The Photo Collective

‘needs.

for sitting and communing with nature, com-
munity gathering spots for music, dancing
and visiting are’'sadly lacking in Summit-
University. Over 40% of the land area in

.this community is used for streets and al-

lies. Reclaiming some of this land for use
as open space would still allow for using
the larger tracts of vacant land to comstruct
housing, . another basic need which is not be-
ing met by the planners. But before we can
move on to create such uses in our community,
we must consolidate and gain control over
what we have created so far.

We no longer have to worry about how to
use open space; the people have developed
and are developing uses that meet their
Instead, we must address ourselves
to theé questions of who controls the land,
how it is used and to benefit whom. We must
recognize guerilla land use as an interim
step, ultimately leading to community con=-
trol and ownership of land.

The road to community control is not an
easy one. Govermmental power and decision
making are presently centralized downtown.
To redistribute that power to a system of
neighborhood governments, controlled by the
residents of our neighborhoods, will take a
coalition of neighborhood. interests working

‘together over a long'period of time,

One of the present means we have in Sum-
mit-University for beginning such a working
coalition, beyond the coalitions already
forming around guerrila land use, is the
Project Area Committee (PAC), This is the
group designated to oversee such matters as
land use and housing. There is a chance
that this group could become the basis for

‘a true neighborhood council.

. By ensuring that the people on the PAC
are representative of the neighborhood and
responsive to guerrila land use and communi-
ty control of land, the residents of Summit-~
University can begin the process of decen~
tralizing city govermment and instituting
local control.

Kokayi Ampah, Pauline Eichten, and Jeff

‘Franck all live and work in the Summit-

University area of St. Paul, Kokayi works

. with the Inner City Youth League, Pauline
with the Summit-University Free Press and

Jeff. wzth the St, Paul Tenants Union.
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Phllllps Pay Your Taxes

Although a new park may be developed in the thllzps neighborhood, the Stewart Fleld

by Lynn Hinkle and Mercfishapiro ‘ N

Throughout the weekend of June 22, thousands
of Indian and low to middle-income Black, and
White residents of the Phillips neighborhood
flooded Stewart Field for the Second Annual
"Phillips Neighborhood Festival", The event,
sponsored by several Phillips neighborhood
‘organizations, featured a real carnival at-
mosphere complete with dizzying rides, re~
freshments and the temptations of barkers'
hoarse variations of "pay your money —— take
a chance", plus Alive and Trucking Theater
Co. and an Indian Pow-Wow. The festivities
seemed like an appropriate way for the Phil-

lips neighborhood, and particularly the Stewart

Eield Activities Coyncil (SFAC), to celebrate
development of the most active park program
in Minneapolis. However, the festivities

seemed to conceal the gloomier events that may

accompany construction of the new Norxth-of--
Lake School Complex on Stewart Field's south-
ern boundary

l

S

On the brighter side, the development
of an extremely successful recreational pro-

gram at Stewart Field is both heartening and
unique. . It is heartening in that residents
in a nelghborhood lacking any other park fa-
cility succeeded where the park board failed
at vastly increasing park use. Not only
have the number of park teams grown from a
couple in 1970 to 25, including girls' teams,
but other activities such as crafts, field

trips, Saturday morning movies, etc., have

been developed as.well. It is unigue in

that the non-professional park staff of neigh-
borhood residents, originally hired with Model
Cities money to increase park activity, were.
retained by the Park Board after M.C. monies
ran out. SFAC's support was influential in
convincing Park Commissioner Ruhe to hire the
first park para-professional in over 20 years.

On the gloomier side, overuse seems al-
most certaln if the Complex‘'s 1,000+ pupils
use Stewart Field at its current size, along
with a pre~-school, the AIM Survival School,
and the 25 teams that currently use the park.
Overuse originally seemed like a remote pos-
sibility since the School Board had agreed
to attach the park building to the new

1910,

Greeley Elementary School
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Act;vit;es Counczl's experiences with the Park and School Boards is still lnfbrmatlve.

,

4

school s gym, make school facilities more ‘
accessible and donate the old:Greeley school
'site to the Park Board. But, residents

soon discovered that the park size would
remain the same since the School Board also
insisted on slicing 30 feet from Stewart
Field for the new complex site, Although
overuse of Stewart Field once seemed unlike-
ly, it now seems like a probability.

This is not to say that the SFAC success-
es have been completely negated by the School
Board. It may suggest, however, that strate-
gies used effectively with the Park Board
‘should not be abandoned when confronting an-
other bureaucracy like the School Board.
SFAC's success in the park is largely due to
itg cohesion; SFAC'S proglems with the School
'Board may have developed when SFAC members
started working with the School Board as in-
divicuals rather than as a group. -Since the
School Board has implemented its desegration
plans calling for construction of school com=-
plexes, like the North-of-Lake Complex, its
concerns have become more regional and less
neighborhood in scope. Given this trend away

from neighborhood concerns, it's more impor-
tant than ever that neighbors consolidate or~
ganizations in order to influence the processes
of change in their neighborhood.

At the "phillips Neighborhood Festival"
you could pay your money and take a chance
on winning a plastic troll with day-glow
bair or losing a few cents. Without devel-
oping a more comprehensive neighborhood
strategy, Phillips residents may pay their
taxes and take a chance on winning some
school buildings and losing the only park
in their neighborhood.

A resident of the szll;ps neighborhood in
South Minneapolis, Marcy Shapiro has been
active in a number of southside organizations.

and is currently worklng'as pbrogram director
with United Senlors.

A board member of Southside Community Enter-

prises, Lynn Hinkle lives near Powderhorn
Park*and works with New Vocations Project. .

 Phil1Tps Neighborheod feetf;;T”f§7ﬁAwitH'Greeiey School in background.

The Photo Collective
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Whlttler Nelghbors Struggle
for a Park

by Lou Larson f "I, “for one, will believe it when the

Neighbors in the Whittier area of South Min- park building is builtl" exclaimed Marcella

. neapolis have a long-standing interest in Birulkin -- co-chair with Ina Rodenborn of
"developing a park for their neighborhood. the Whittier Coalition, a community group
This interest dates back to a Whittier . that fought for a park. This is not to say
School PTA meeting of January 24, 1912 where that Marcella is not optimistic,. but since
it's recorded that, "a committee of 3 was - she’has lived in the neighborhood nearly all

" appointed to confer with the Park Board, her life and knows the opposition very well,
relative to the purchase of public play she is wise to the fact that plans have
grounds for the children of the district.". been made, changed and destroyed -- time af-
Sixty-two years after the PTA committee was’ ter time.
set up, the Park Board has finally agreed to
construct a park for the Whittier neighbor- Recent History

hood on the block bounded by 26th and 27th
" Streets on the north and south and Grand and

Harriet Avenues on the east and west. ‘ The history of the acquisition of park
e land for the Whittier neighborhood includes
Park construction can't begin until the long~term internal hassles with neighbors
old Whittier School building is demolished about the park's location and even the val-
and the school demolition cannot happen un- idity of using neighborhood space for a park.
til the new North-of-Lake School Complex - -
(south of Stewart Field) is completed. = - Opposition has been heavy —-- some resi--
whittier and several other nelghborhood ele~ dents felt that land generating property
mentary schools will then Qe torn down as tax revenue for the city should not be ta-
part of the Minneapolis school system's de- ken for park purposes. Others felt that a
segregation scheme. When Whittier School park was essential for the area because of
goes, the small play area on the school lot ' its high density and large populations of
.used by neighborhood children will also go. young people and senior citizens.
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! The ston-to-be demolished Whittier Elemen-
tary School. " Photo by Ken Meter




SR R o e _Whntier Area Assocnatlon made an attempt to -
S - destroy the park plans and instead turn the areainto a

I

housmg complex.

‘Opposition to the park took on a number

of different forms including Petrtlons and
" counter-proposals. At one point, a petition
was submitted to the Park Board by homeown-

ers in the selected site stating their un-

w1111ngness to be displaced by a park. One

of the counter-proposals suggested that a
park be built over freeway 35W,.but a study
found that the pollution from cars was too
dangerous for_chlldren.

However, many people who were originally
against the park now support the park be-
cause they can see that we really need it.
This change has .occurred. in part through the
influence of other residents like Dorit and
Nariem Ansari. The Ansari' s, homeowners re-
siding within the site selected for: the

park, attended Park Board meetings in 1971
 to express their interest in a park for our
area, even though it meant that they would
have to find another place to live. The
Ansari's lived at 2625 Harriet Avenue -- and
in their former back yard is a huge Linden
 tree.

and others, will be saved for the park.

{(The Park Board has informed us they are in-
" terested in saving this tree.)

‘The tree, it is hoped by the Ansari's.

. Another park commissioner, William Hol-
brook, felt that "the purpose of the letter
is to kill the project because its proposals
make the park so expensive that its approval
would be indefinitely postponed." Nieman,

" on the other hand, said that the WAA rec-

cmmendations "made sense" since they call
attention to the possibility that money
could be made from use of the land but added
that "there's not going to be any undere. '
ground parking, I can tell you that" since
the board does not have money for it.

The Whittier Coalition

A Force for Neighborhood Stability

The successful campaign for Whittier Park

-is due in large part to the formation of the

Whittier Coalition in 1973. Names had been
collected from those persons interested in

helping plan the park and community, and

church groups were invited to join the co-
alition. Cornelia Einswiler of the Minne-
apolis Park Planning staff presented the
following steps necessary ‘in planning a park
to the newly formed coalition? :

The Whittier.Area Associ_atidn

, When the Park Board did in fact hlre the
architect to deSLgn the Whittier Park build-
ing on the agreed site, the Whittier Area

.Association’ (WAA) made an &“-tempt to destroy -

the park plans and, instead, turn the neigh-
borhood into a housing complex.- This group
sent. a letter to park commissioner Leonard -
Nieman requestlng a 560- to 620~ vehicle
parking lot underneath the park, as well as
special tax breaks and more flexible zoning
which would attract developers who could
build a "high-density, planned hous;ng comn~-
plex" -around the park -

This pian woﬁld either kill or stall
Whittier Park because the park had already -

.been’ budgeted’at’ $275,000 and approved from "~

of federal revenue sharing monies. -Addi-~
tional plans could complicate the park be=
cause they would require  time~consuming re- .
approval, which might extend beyond HUD's
time -limitation for using the funds allo-

cated for the open space program
. A

A. Initial Phase.

" 1. The need for a park is determlned
after many studies.

2. C.L.I.C.~-This group sets priorities
on all capltol long-range improve=-
ments,

3. City Council. approval

4. Board of Estimate and Taxatlon
approval. - S

5. Park Board approval. o

6. Formation of residegts' council re-

presenting all segments of the com-

munity.

B. Schematic Design.

' 1. "Park on paper" done by plannlng
staff or some other group of resi-
dents. :

2. Approval from residents'

C. Design Development.

’ 1. Details worked-out.

2. Residents' council approval

D. Construction,

+

-

council.

1



e apartments Ieave ||tt|e, if any, space for a backyard
. andrare is the apartment with a place for children to DR

plav

The nelghborhood meetlngs for park

planning have never lacked participation.

At one meeting, Clyde Gould of the WAX in-
formed us of his letter to Mr. Nieman. Gould
. began his speech by stating, "I do not now
have, ever have had, or plan to have any
children; and I do not care about children--
I only care about houses.

At another meetlng, Mary Danlels, a long—
term Whittier resident, stated concern for
the deszgnlng of the toilets in the planned
park. She said that she felt that toilets
in public facilities were designed with
large cracks so that one could be peeked
at, that she in fact had not-used the rest-
room facilities in the school buildings she
attended all the time she was a child.

The park planning people have assisted
us in different ways, including distribution
of a questionnaire to people attendlng the
" meetings asking what we wanted to see in our
park. Cornelia Einswiler is one of the most
helpful. She is extremely honest in tell-
ing us what can be done and giving financial
reasons why something. cannot be planned for
the park, When questioned about something
she. doesn't-know, she'll find out for us.

She was careful to let ue'know when the Park
Board had Whittier Park on the agenda so we
could attend the meetlngs.

The Changing Nerghborhood

Whittier Park has grown out of a neigh-
borhood that has changed greatly over the
past ten years.

As one homeowner put it, "You can't park
in fromt of your house anymore." High den-
sity living quarters are taking up much of
the area. Even though the law requires one
parking space per apartment unit, when three

or four people share a unit and have their
own cars, on-the~-street parking becomes
difficult for residents. In addition, these .
apartments leave little, if any, space for
a backyard, and rare is the apartment with
a place for children to play.

Who lives in Whitter? According to the
1970 census, there are 13,450 persons --
52% are under 24 years old, 12% are under:
10 years old, and 10.35% are over 65. The
influx of young people and the innundation
of new apartment buildings has changed the

Children in the Whittier School play-yard.
) N

- -Photo by Ken Meter
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Real negotiations with the Park Board happen only when

RRREE the nelghborhood has_’establlshed the why’s, where’s,

and what’s of a park for |tse|f

polltlcal character of the. nelghborhood,_
have the problems with national politics
(Watergate, etc.). The area once was Repub-
lican, but homwowners who were primarily GOP
have been outnumbered by tenants in apart~
ment bulldlngs, in addltlon, many old homes
once owned by conservatives have been made
into roomlng houses. This political change
can be seen- 1n the election of a DFL cog~
gressperson and alderperson. - ~

. The area was once planned for redevelop—
ment. This area, "Whittier One", was a pro-
posed area for Model Cities funding. The
WAA had this plan removed from Model Cities.
They used scare tactics, such as telllng
homeowners that the whole area was to be
scheduled for "urban. renewal" and "Your home
will probably be torn down and you*ll have
no say abbut 1t "

In fact, though, the opposite was true.
Redevelopment does not necessarily mean re-
moval.. At any rate the "Whittier One"
section was removed from Model Cities by
petition. 3% loans and grants. up to '$3500
could no- longer be allocated for the area
tovbr;ng,homes up to code. Zoning stayed
at R6, the highest residential density. rat-

The’Ansarl's Llnden Tree
_ )-‘N\c\\n\

-thing you hear may not be true..

~ are more likely to be represented.

- dents of the Whittier neighborhood.

ing. Apartment buildings are now springing
up all over and high rises could develop
since R6 zoning permits thelr development
as well.

I overheard someone say, "It's kind of
funny, the very thing the Whittier Area As~
sociation people have done -- brznglng in
all the new apartments -~ has just loused
up their say in the neighborhood. One vote
is one vote after all -- tenant or homeown-
er, it counts the same."

Suggestions for Developing a Park

From our experience with the Whittier Co-
alition, these are some suggestions for con-

_vincing the Park Board to develop a park

in your neighborhood~
- =-Attend Park Board meetings.
-~-Get to know your commissioner, park
planners, alderperson and legislator.
--Search out what your neighbors think by
talking with neighborhood organizations,
PTA's, community centers, churches, some

- local businesses, and, most important, just

plain people!

--Talk to other neighborhood groups.
--Send representatives to the Southside
Coalition for assistance and "People Power",

==-Always check up on apposition. Some-
It's always
better to deal with facts rather than rumor.
. —Never forget to work closely with your
nelghbors. By compromising with your neigh-
bors, the best interests of the neighborhood
Even
though you may really want a swimming pool
for your park, there might be more immed-

-iate, needs of the people in the area.

Remember that real negotiations w1th the

‘Park Board happen only when the neighbor-

hood has established the why's, where's and
what's of a park for itself.

"Someday soon, I hope'to'meet you under
the Linden Tree for a plcnlc lunch at
wWhittier Park.

Lou Larson and her famlly are long-term resi-~
Lou
works with the American Red Cross, is chair-
person on the board of Loring-Nicollet-Beth-

. lehem Center and a member of the Southside

Coalition.

=]
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Girls' Softball Team, Mpls (MHS). right: Boys at

‘THE CITIES’ BACKYARD
%Zw‘géf & . Tyt o A
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above: Chauncey Wheeler on Lake Calboun, 1890, (MHS). Below: (left) S'lee'pi"ng‘.in the park,
heat wave of 1936, St. Paul 4“(MHS).. (.rvi“gh‘tl:) Toboggan slide at L. Harriet, 914 -(MPB) .




above: Cherokee Hgﬁts.-Tourist Park, St. Paul- (MHS); below: Community sing, Powderhorn (MPB) .

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS:
SEVEN HISTORICAL VIEWS

Photographs from the Mlnnesota Hlstorncal Society (MHSl and the Minneapol is Park Board (MPB),
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- Learning How
To Exercise Power

by Al Wroblewski_

/.

The playground in South St. Anthony Park has long been a catalyst for
neighborhood organization. Future progress toward self-sufficiency, however,
depends on the results of more polmcal struggles. !

There is only one place where a story about
the playground in South. Saint Anthony Park
can rightfully begin. And that place is

973 Bayless, St. Paul, home of Elizabeth J.
Clark. '

Headlng over to Mrs. ‘Clark's modest white
home facing oanto Green Grass park, I knew I
was in for a morning of charming wit laced
with tidbits of wisdom acquired over years

. of battling in behalf of the neighborhood.
,Upon arrival, Mrs. Clark warmly greeted me
and ushered me into her living room. She
then handed me three pages of her recollec-
tions on the playground's history.

' Waldorf Paper, and Bob S

!

" 7
Mrs. Clark's written introduction to the
history of the playground describes the
neighborhood ‘in which the small patch of open
field rests. Her remarks begin, "South Saint
Anthony Park is the hidden residential gem
of the West Midway district. Its people-
closeness to both the St. Paul campus and

‘the Minneapolis campus and to all major

points in the Twin. Cities is phenomenal. Six
years ago we were picked as a renewal candi-
date and while we were told we had a choice,
the bulldozers were already humming our re-
quiem. And now that our’ heart has started
beating again, let's just sit down and chat
about some of the things that make an old

-neighborhood beautiful and worth saving.”

For Mrs. Clark, keeping the playground
alive and saving the neighborhcod are nearly
one and the same. To a large extent, the
story of the playground is the story of the
South Saint Anthony Park neighborhood. And
make no mistake, we're talking about South
Saint Anthony Park, that tidy cluster of
1,500 people lodged between industrial gi-
ants like the Fisher Nut Company, Hoerner-
rt's Admiral Mer-
chants Trucking. To the south .I-94 borders
“the community, to ‘the north is a wide ex~ .
panse of railroad trackage. Highway 280
chops the area to the west and industry buf~
fers the neighborhood from more rallroad
tracks to the east.
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““Six years ago we were picked as a renewal candidate — while we were told
' we had a choice, the bulldozers were already humming our requiem.”’

.|

Local Pressure Helps Build The First
Playground '

Lying in the shadows of heavy industry,
the neighborhood needed a refuge for child-
ren and rallying point for adults. Mrs.
Clark recalls the early days, "Before the
playground, vacant lots were put to use by
the children. During the winter they would
bark an area with snow and the firemen would
flood it for skating. The space next to St.
Cecilia Catholic Church was also popular
(the Reverend Father bit was dropped when the
" children played over at "Papa Doyle's place').

“In the middle 1920's a playground was
built in South Saint Anthony Park. Houses
were cleared on the Bayless and Cromwell
site. The playground would have taken in

El ijzabet‘h Clark

.prove the playground.

the whole western part of Hunt Street but one
owner on Hunt held up the process by not giv~
ing his consent. -

"Rumor had it that the City Purchasing
Agent wanted to dispose of his house situat-
ed on the proposed playground site. So he
was influential in getting the deal closed
quickly so as to go ahead with the new play-
ground and dispose of his property."

Accoxding to Otto .Crossfield, businessmen
put the pressure on the City Council to ap-
) The fact that nearby
Baker School and St. Cecilia‘'s School lacked
adequate outdoor play area probably added
weight in favor of a playground.

The new playground was adorned with a
small warming house for skating and that was
about it. Connie Sylvester was the play-
ground's first director.

-photos for this article by Ken Meter
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The Booster Club Bunlds an
Orgamzatlon -

In 1930 Dlrector of Recreatlon for st. )
Paul, Frank Drassel helped organlze a. neigh-
borhood-. Booster Club. Mr. . Drassel sald the

‘Club was an organlzatlon con51st1ng of’ nelgh-i

borhood men and women: which met once a mgnth
tQ conduct playground 1mprovements and help

\5&5.

- Charles Purdy

‘Avenue for $15 a month.

carry out programs ‘"We (the st, Paul Recre-
ation Dept,) would set’ up new programs and
present them to thelr meeting."

First Club Preszdent was Charles Purdy,
who, with his wife, Marie, still resides a.
block from the playground. Mr. Purdy re-
counts the first years, "The field and equip=
ment were nothing. We wanted to give the
children more..

"The Club grew rapidly and was so well or=
ganized with 150 to 175 members that in 1935,
we got one of the three new field houses in
the City built by the Works Progress Admin-
istration. During the Depression we rented
a little place next to the present South Saint
Anthony Park Association office on Hampden
The office was used
for oil storage before we rented it. We
cleaned it up, did some carpentry work, and
were in bu51ness. For fund-raising we gave
penny lunches. It's hard to belleve we made
money on these but we didi" ’

"In the good old summertime," Mrs. Clark
recalls, "the annual Miniature Neighborhood
Mardi Gras was the big event with decordted
doll buggies, wagons, bikes and costumes.

A little miss-stopped at the local plumbing
shop on Raymond Avenue and asked the young
lady working there if she would help trim her
doll buggy. $Since it was'a slack afternoon

-the young lady and the little miss sat down

on the floor ‘and before long the dolly was

i.propped up on a cushion of crepe paper flow-

ers and the buggy was decked out with paper
ribbons, ruffles and flowers. The next day

- the plumblng shop was aglow with fruit jars

of lovely garden flowers -- the 11ttle girl
won first prize .and her grateful mother - ‘had
emptied her garden as a ‘Thank You.""

" The Mardi Gras and the multitude of other
Booster Club events didn't happen by magic.
Time, money,,energy, ideas and vitality con-
tributed by Herman and. Tillie Stewart, Martha
Noll, Emily Swanson,Martin and Tena Irverson
and Ed Olson, to mention a few, made things
jump. "We had such a combination of people,

‘of just . ordlnary people,* remembers Mrs. Clark,

"Down to earth.klnd of people.. There were so
many people T worked with over the _years with

* the Booster club who Were just marvelous peo-
ple."



- “‘We had a combination of people, of jﬁst ordinary people. Down to earth

kind of people. There were so many people | worked with over the years with
) the Booster Club who,were just marvelous people.”’

. - . Through the Fifties and into the Sixties,

The War Disrupts. Clarice Mattson, a neighborhood resident,
g v : .~ served as playground director. Mrs. Mattson

' notes, "Friday nights were teen nights with

FH [ . dances and movies. A Junior Leader Corps
,,-Théfadvent-bf,Wbrld War II brought new developed where older children would super-

. people into the Booster Club replacing those vise activities for the younger ones."

who left for overseas. It also brought staff

‘changes. "Our first war-time director was In 1959, Vern Hanson volunteered fo? sports
noh-prbfessional,“ says Mrs, Clark. "She duty at the playground after working with the
was a housewife who perhaps lacked some of Cub Scouts.. "If there was a kid who didn't
the recreational skills but made up for it want to play baseball I'd go talk to the par-
in her concern for the children of the area ent and recruit the youngster. And the par~
and'herjopen friendliness. She had a way of ents would back me up. The kids wouldn't
drawing people out -- she had the coffee pot miss practice. I was involved with the kids

" and we supplied the coffee and goodies. We and I knew them. They had respect for me
brought the family and visited. The child- and I felt close to them. I would go down
‘ren had. fun and the weary ‘parents went home to the Police station and keep them out of

refreshed. A trouble.

N

After the War, returning GI's swung into
action. "Through the local chapter of the
American Legion, Tjernlund Post 451 on Terri- - ) —
torial Road, new enthusiasm for the play-
giQUnd,emerged; !Residénts.remember renewed ]
vigor in the athletic programs and loads of Otto Crossfield
_crafts like sewing, woodcarving, and cooking. '
The traditional Ice Cream Social capped the
year's programs. - = :

- The burden of fundraising tested the in-
genuity of Club members. Otto Crossfield,
Club mémber and proprietor of Crossfield's
Grocery (a long-time neighborhood institution,
with its pot-bellied stove heating plant, but
which is now demolished) remembers discussing
money problems back in '46--cash was needed for
baseball uniforms. At that time Otto.was
head of the St. Paul Amateur Players and sug~
gested putting on a play in the neighborhood
to raise funds. Since the proposed play had
been performed throughout the City, some Club
members pooh-poohed the idea; but Otto persis-
"ted ‘and got the green light. The play was
publicized as a three-act farce comedy entit-
"led, "always in Trouble," modestly assessed by
Otto as "a very good play." Otto himself
took the-part of a grouchy millionaire. No’
one need have worried about it succeeding; the-
audience jammed the hall, standing room only.
25¢ admission fees and revenue from the ad

v

boﬁk;nettgd_$800;
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The Neighborhood Subsidizes the City /

Desplte solid 1nvolvment of neighborhood
parents, there never seemed to be enough mon-
ey for adequate programs.
only a single baseball would be issued to
the playground at the beginning of the sea-
son. Naturally, dozens more would have to
be purchased by the Booster Club. Same thing
for softball and football. The playground
would have to scrounge up its own hockey
-equipment and even provide its own telephone.

Some resentment is expressed toward the City's

policy of skimping on equipment. Playgrounds
in well-to~do areas could better afford addi-
tional purchases and have better programs,,
Mrs. Clark seconds the criticism, "We didn't
have a lot to say over what went into the
playground, but we did have a lot of bills to
pay for entry fees and supplies. In some of
the sports like football and baseball the
stuff the Recreation Department sent out was
poor.  Kids would get outfbn the field for

a couple of days and a bat would go or the
insides would come out of a ball. So we were
constantly g1v1ng money to buy more equlp-
ment."

‘“Too Damn Many Things to Fight’’

Even the hassles with the Recreation De-
partment or squeezing contributions out of
neighborhood residents did not measure up to
other headaches which surfaced in the early
Sixties. Attendance at the Booster Club
fell. Parents" attitudes seemed to change.
"The parents didn't. glve -a damn," noted Vern
Hanson. "There was a handful that.cared
But most didn't care if their kids went down
to the playground. The kids got hold of
liquor and dope and that other crap and they
went into a house someplace and boozed it up.

They thought the playground was only for
bables. _ )

Some song~time residents felt a new breed
of youngster inhabited the neighborhood.

28

.troubles.
Vern Hanson claims

-£ind.

. stand how important it is.

Steve Fllnk, active part1c19ant in the new
South Saint Anthony Park Association, re-
marked, "Vern was the guy who always had to
be the babysitter for the neighborhood.

There were a lot of kids from families with
Then too-a group of younger men
were around for the last few years and kind
of terrorized some people. That was a factor
in the decline in interest in the playground.
Unfortunately, there weren't a lot of peaple
around to stop that. And Vern couldn't do

it himself."

Whether the disinterest in the playground
grew from changing values or life-styles,
the aimless searching for new kicks outside
the area, the distracting boob tube, the in-
flux of part-time residents or whatever, it
bresents a challehge for the neighborhood
folks to overcome. Carol Jensen, currently

.attempting to rebuild the Club, recognizes

the dlscouraglng state of the organization
and admits renewed interest is difficult to
At a point when every advantage is
needed, Mrs. Jensen believes, "Maintenance

of the playground is very poor. If you
aren't pushing the City to do it, they won't.
Because the Booster.Club is weak right now,
we aren't getting what we need. At least the

'-.City'could let-us purchase supplies through °

them at wholesale priceés." She does not
agree that the playground is unsafe or a ha-
ven for delinquents..

Urban renewal receives part of the blame
for the playground's plight. Mrs. Clark ccm=-
ments, "When renewal came in we had nobody
interested in keeping going over there (in

.'the Booster Club) so we had to fold. We

tried to get a group of younger people in-
terested and take over on a committee basis.
We do not have the involvement of the par-
ents. Not around here.. They don't under-
How you can ever
get that message to Eggm; I don't know."

"When one's home is threatened it is hard
to keep attention focused on recreation;
many residents viewed the situation this way.
Highway 280 chewed up scores of homes. Bak~
er School was scheduled for demolition.

Talk was going around that the firehouse
would be torn down. Box-like walk-up apart-
ments are replaclng grand old single~family
dwellings on Cromwell and Manvil. -Industries

—



- “Only a single baseball would be- lssued to the playground at the beginning.

of the season.”’

4

Jim Paul and Mike Braun in tbe South Saint
playground gym.

and offices expanded parking lots by buying
up adjacent houses and knocking them.down.
Long~time residents sold and escaped to the
dreams of suburbia. All this painted a rath~
er bleak picture.

Even the downtown planners picked up the
trend. The City Planning Department ‘s 1966
report entitled "Midway Between Two. Cities,
‘recommended, "The existing non*conformlng
uses, primarily residential in the western
‘part of the district, should be removed in
stages =~ first, the areas of greatest mix-
ture, and eventually the more solidly resi-

“ential South Saint Anthony area as the in-
dustrial market can use the land." The
squeeze play was on.

“talk it means,

‘to fight,"

Residents Draw Their Own Plans

Ignoring the signs of doom, the remnants
of the Booster Club along with other resi-

.dents, banded together in 1969 to stage a

last ditch effort at preservation. Feeling
the "Midway Between Two Cities" study didn't
give residents a fair shake, the residents
drew up their own analysis: "Battle Plan
for Survivall™ It reflected a renewed spir~
it to take on whatever Goliaths might try to
invade the neighborhood. and tread on its
turf.

The res1dents‘ plan opened with a poignant
battle cry phrased by Mrs. Clark, “Let‘s beat
the industrial bulldozer -- the neighborhood
strangler! This is a battle for survival;
but it is also a commitment for the future.
There is really no point of return (we can
never go back to the good old days because
each year industry moves a little closer and
closer). The image of the bulldozer is very
real -~ it's job is to gradually take over
and to phase us out (translated into ordinary
'w1pe out').

The thought of rumbling bulldozers flat-
tening the neighborhood shifted people‘’s at-
tention rather suddenly and dramatically to
urban renewal and the St. Paul Housing & Re~
development Authority. In response, the
South Saint’ Anthony Park Association formed
and moved immediately to the front lines.

Skirmishes occurred over residential ex-
pansion versus residential containment, hous-
ing versus industry, full say in plans ver-
sus tokenism, adequate funding versus chick-
en feed. The struggle taxed the energies of

‘the residents as it spread out to dozens of

"There are just.too damn many things
exclaims Steve Flink. "I've had
the experiance where I've been involved in
three, four, five things at the same time

and it's hard to decide into which one one's
energies should go. Although, you can't give
up if it's something you really want,® And,
indeed, the people have not.

issues.

South Saint Anthony's most avid supporter,
Mrs. Clark, echoes Steve's feelings, "The

29
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obstacle course is always rough. But we
Southsiders have a lot going for us; we don't
know the meaning of the word 'quit'."

In the wake of this community revival lies
a promising future for the playground. Plans
for renovation and expansion have been drawn
up. A multi-purpose center might even be in-
cluded. From the City's Capital Improvement
Budget as much as $134,000 might go to the
playground. The playground has seen little
' improvement to its barren field, swings, ten-
nis courts, climbing equipment, and anti-~
quated field house.

The plans require acquisition of houses
on Territorial Road and enlargement of the
playground.
space for housing was a tough one for the -
Association. However, the practicalities of
the great expense involved in updating the
housing, and the lack of funds for doing so,
swung the pendulum in favor of the play~
ground. No final approval has been given the
proposal. :

Throughout the many years in which the
neighborhood has endured changes .to its phys=—
ical well-being and social stability, it has
managed to fend off pressures and schemes de-
signed to seal its coffin. Still, the addi-
tion of new housing, a new co-op, and. a )
functioning organization, do not guarantee

-that the people in the community w1ll sustain

their tenuous grasp on surv1val.

The playground in South Saint Anthony Park
is not the drawing card it once was. It is
not the catalyst for bringing together fami-
‘lies, It is a link to past efforts bonding
‘a community together. Its role has been as-
sumed by the co-op and the Association.

These new lnventlons of the neighborhood lack
the rich tradition- of the playground and
Booster Club, yet possess the potential to

create new opportunltles within the neighbor~

hood for people to have fun together, to be .
together, and to struggle against the odds,
together,

30

Comment on South Saint Anthony Park
and lts Playground

This decision to substitute open .

To have endured for half a century, the
City Recreation Department's policy of under-
equipping South Saint Anthony Park playground
required tolerance on the part of residents.
The Booster Blub tolerated raising their own
funds to operate playground programs, organ-
izing their own community events,.and f£illing
in the recreation gaps created by the Depart-
ment. It is a wonder that the accumulated
disappointment with the City did not boil

‘over into open rebellion. -.

Repeatedly, neighborhoods like South Saint
Anthony Park are asked to shore up weak City
programs. Cities and other central author-
thorities” extort cooperation by appealing to
people's respect for authority (after all,
who are mexe citizens to challenge the wise
ones?).  Sometimes the appeals are geared to-
ward residents' feelings'of sympathy for the
poor City trying its best but not quite mak-
ing it. Even if citizens can cut through
these arguments, they end up feeling power~
less to have any effect. ) '

Residents often recelve the ‘short end of
the stick while asked to carry more than
their share of the burden. The South Saint
Anthony Park people carried a double load:
they paid for their recreation through their
property tax and through contributions to
the Booster Club. If part of a City's job
is to guarantee adequate recreation to ev-
eryone, especially those unable to afford it
themselves, then it fell short by underpro-
viding for the South Saint Anthony Park area
(not quite an in-town sister to the Gold
Coast suburbs). Adding insult to injury,
the residents paid part of their tax dollar
to support the administrative bureaucracy
which cannot meet the needs of the neighbor-
hoodl.

The policy of under-equipping playgrounds
(if justifiable) should be related to the
particular community's ability to support
it's own program with private funds. It is
unfair to expect a less than affluent nelgh—'
borhood to pay its own way and help finande.
other city~wide programs.

I
3



““Maintenance of the playground Is very poor. If you aren’t pushing the city
to doit, they won’t.”’

’ {
What is it in people which allows them to in hav;ng an absentee ‘landlord (the City)

stand for'such.nonsense year after year? 2 rule the playground if local control, local
blg part rests~w1th people's feelings toward ownership is preferable? The Booster Club
their playground. People feel the City owns might have demanded from the City (1} all
"it; it belongs to the public as a whole. .property taxes raised from South Saint An-
This is a misconception. True we have been thony Paxk earmarked for use by the Recrea-
taught, told and instructed that public prop— tion Department, (2) whatever additonal tax
.erty is not our personal property; however, money is necessary to operate the playground

when a partlcular playground is rused and sup~ at its present level, and (3) an amount
ported 90% or more by the local communlty in equal to the funds_currently raised by the
which it sits, that community has every right Booster Club. With these resources the Club
to control its playground. . v would run the playground. With power, au-
_ - ‘ ' thority, and resources, participation in the
Many people believe in home ownership and Club might have increased. The community

bewail the evils of renting, yet this same would be in a position to determine programs’
bias is not applied to community playgrounds and policies best suited to the specific
"versus City playgfounds. What is the virtue needs of its people and would no longer be

‘double taxed for recreation. Staff at the
playground would be accountable to the resi-
dents he or she served. City-wide programs
could be run on a federation basis which re-
spected the autonomy of local playgrounds.

South Saint Anthony Park playground

In many respects neighborhoods are col-
‘onies supporting powerful, outside interests
which lust for expanded empires. Throughout
the country, when neighborhood groups have
come to realize that they need not tolerate
outsiders running their communitiies, con-
flicts occurred. Conflicts resulting from
those in power bucking the idea of giving up
their power to those who rlghtfully should
have it.

The renowned empire builder, the St. Paul
Housing & Redevelopment Authority, ironic-
ally was instrumental in founding the South
Saint Anthony Park Association. The Housing
Authority needed the Association to fulfill
federal citizen participation requirements,
"Through some remarkable victories, the As=-
sociation grabbed some power from the Author-

ity (I always thought that was a fitting name
for them) and took steps toward correcting
‘the subservient status of the neighborhood to.
outsider interests. It was a while before the
Association got over its defensiveness and
initiated plans and programs of its own. As
time went on, outsiders had a harder and
harder time coming into the neighborhood to
make loads of money and walk away. The Asso-
ciation's work has increased the community's
self-sufficiency.

Self-sufficiency can result from a ngWing

" o i 3



“The Assocnatlon got over its defensiveness and (began to) mltlate plans and

_programs of its own.””

and developing community organlzatlon._ Often
the steps involved are (1) support of outside
interests by playing a role defined by these
interests, (2) negotiation with outside in-
terests to use their resources in the neigh-
borhood the way: residents want them used, and
(3) expulsion of ocutside interests from the
- neighborhood and neighborhood control over
neighborhood resources. The Booster Club was
trapped into taking only the first step.
nature of its involvement in neighborhood
recreation was largely determined by the
City. Any criticism it leveled against the
City could be deflected without too much
.trouble since the Club was in the awkward
position of biting the hand that feeds, This
is not to say the Club did not make an inval=~
uable contribution to the social witality of
the neighborhood. '

The Association started out like the
Booster Club., It was told by the Housing Au~
_thority what it should do and what it should
approve. After a time, the residents started
challenging the Housing Authority and grew to
become hard negotiators over most phases of
redevelopment. Through the Association-in-
splred food co-operative, the neighborhood
is taking on some characteristics of self-
sufficiency. Without the many years of frus~

Green Grass Grocery

The

_tration endured by the Booster Club,'it is

doubtful whether the Association would have
been able to move beyond a token role in de-
ciding the neighborhoodt's future.  Whether
or not it survives and maintains a fimm
stance depends on its ability to adopt a.
practical and complete strategy for self-
sufficiency.

Reaching toward self-sufficiency requires
a long range-strategy spanning ten, fifteen
years. It requires clear, accurate assess~-
ment of the forces at work in the community,
partlcularly those working to pull it apart
for economic or political gain. Most of all,
it requires an openness to new options which
can confront the distorted and self-serving
relationship outside interests have tradi-
tionally had with neighborhoods, a relation~
ship which milks the vitality and wealth
from the neighborhood while leaving nothing
but disappointment and shattered dreams for
the. people.

Al Wroblewski, founder and "free-lance"
editor of the Minnesota Leader, worked as
a VISTA volunteer for the South Saint
Anthony Park Association, 1970-1972, He
claims to be a-car@fcar;ying populist. -




A Tour of T hree
aneapohs Parks

1

" been ‘a necessary part of my life.

\

bj Qanny Kuester

Perhaps 1t 's because I grew up on-a ‘farm, but
ever since I moved into the city, parks have
I visit
parks. often, either by bike or on foot, and
throughly enjoy wandering along the paths,

-eating a picnic lunch on a grassy, open

knoll.or splashing around in a city lake.

Recently, however, I began to question just
why other people use parks.
swers, 1'decided to take a close look at

‘three South Minneapolis parks--Washburn

I

‘frame houses,

“}ﬁair Oaks, Loring, and Lake Nokomis, .

¢

Wééhburn Fair Oaks -

MPB photo .

Washburn Fair Oaks is a small, 1nner-c1ty,
neighborhood park filled with trees, benches
and ‘small rolling hills located just off
Third Avenue and Twenty-second Street across
from the Minneapolis Art Institute, It is
only two square bLocks, but it provides a

.patch of green and open space in a neighbor-

hood crowded with apartments and old wooden
Between these buildings, an

To find some an- ~ §

A\

. he lives in a small apartment
nearby and likes to come here
often “to keep from climbing the

~walis.” Without a lawn or backyard
~of his own, he seems to regard the
park as an extension of his own

apartment.

‘neighborhood.

occa51onal stone mansion or large well-pre-
served wooden house attests to the fact that
this was once a prosperous and wealthy

But the large signs in front
of these buildings indicate that the wealthy
class that once occupied this area has been

replaced by organizations such as the Minne-

apolis Hearing Society, the Children's The-
atre and the Hennépin County Museun.

‘The pace is slow and there. are few cars
to break into the quiet, A grey-halred wo~ -
man, around seventy, walks slowly along one
of the sidewalks that curves diagonally



across the park. ' She wears a blue, knee-
length, flowered jacket and carries a scarf
in one-hand. About half way across, she is’
passed by a black'man on a three-speed bike
wearing a short Afro. A few minutes later
an Indian couple, about 35, cross the park
with two children -- a boy and his younger
sister. The boy asks questions in a loud, .
ten~year-old voice, the father answering
quietly. They stop and sit on a bench at
‘one end of the park. The two kids use the
time to practice tumbling down the hill.

. An older man, near seventy, wearing a dark,’

faded sports jacket and abrown cap, takes a
seat near the statue of George Washington on
one of the cement and wooden benches scat-
tered around the park. ‘He looks about, one
arm draped across the back of the bench. He
seems to welcome a chance. to talk with some-
one and informs me that he worked as a cus-
todian in Morris’ for ‘a number of years, but
moved to Minneapolis after retiring so he
could be with relatives. Like many of the
people in the area, he lives in a small
apartment nearby and likes to come here of-
ten "to keep from climbing the walls." With-
out a lawn or back yard of his own, he seems
to regard the park as an extension of his
own apartment. . i

Loring

d Vi
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About three times the size of Washburn
Fair Oaks, Loring park is a welcome blend.of
trees, grass and water just off from Harmon
©'Place and the downtown loop area. If you
stand at the south end of the park, you'll’
find yourself at the edge of a shallow pond
of water that's about a city block agross
and the home for a score of mallard ducks.
From thls p01nt, you can see most of the -

3

:thlrty—flve acres of grass and trees that
. slope upward from the water's edge.

Across
the pond and to the left, a wooden ‘bridge
crosses ‘a-narrow. channel of water that. leads
to a second, smaller pond of water. From
here you can also see the !IDS tower well

-above the tall. elms, its silver image re=-

flected in the water., The acceleration of

-cars pa551ng on HEnnepln and Lyndale lS an*iu
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Eher,evqr-p:eéent réminder;that¢YOu are -
’l;uip:the_city. : '

7 Like the a¥éa around Washburn Fair Oaks,
most of the Loring Park neighborhood is
.dense with three-to five-story brick-apart-
' Wments, commercial buildings and a sprinkling
of wooden frame houses.  There is, however,
‘@ much wealthier array of large stone and
wood-framé homes in the area, particularly
in the Walker-Guthrie area to the west of
Loring Park. ’

_ game of volleyball. _
‘two middle-aged men play horseshoes on one

Though located in a somewhat similar
neighborhood, the mood of Loring is. quite
diffefent from that of Washburn Fair Oaks.
Here, the scene is noisier, younger and more
active. A middle-aged couple, seated on one
of the benches around the pond, lean forward
and feed popcorn: to several splashing ducks.
Nearby, four tanned workmen tend the flower
beds as two counselors and a dozen retarded
children, enthralled by the sights of the
park, walk past them on the sidewalk that en-
circles the pond. They are followed by a
young couple strolling arm~in-arm and by two
older men wearing white shirts and ties, en-
grossed in an animated conversation in Pol-
ish.

A number of people have been drawn to Lor=—
ing Park because of the facilities available
here. Acrosg the pond, -seven men play a
noisy game of basketball near the outdoor
stage which is used on various occasions for
concerts or speakers. Behind them, two
couples compete in a tennis game on one of
the cement courts available at the park.
Nearby, a dozen or so people set up a net
between two large elms and begin a lively

Near the wooden bridge,

of the dozen well-tended clay courts. They
explain that they just can't afford to get

-out of the city by buying a snowmobile or a
camper or a house in the suburbs but have

‘discovered that Playing horseshoes at Loring
is a low-cost alternative within the city
that they can enqu. For many of these peo-
ple, Loring Park is a convenient place to
have fun playing games and taking part in
activities. For others who can't afford
recreation outside of the city or more cost-
ly activities within' the city, a city park
can provide an enjoyable alternative.

But not everyone at Loring is here to be
active. A young.woman~-about eighteen years
old--sits next to her bike looking out
over the pond. When I ask her why she came
to Loring she replies that "it's a lot nicer
here than riding on a street in front of my
house and dodging cars." She pauses a mom~

. . . Loring Park is a convenient
place to have fun playing games
and taking part in activities. For
others who can't afford recreation
outside of the city or more costly

- activities within the city, a city park
~can - provide

| ‘an  enjoyable
alternative. ~ - |
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ent, then continues, “The th;ng 1s, I want
to get out of the city. "It's noisy and
crowded and dirty. There's so many build-
ings and people ‘crowded in here that I just
want to get out =-- sometimes I almost feel
like I've got claustrophobla. But the thing
is, I've got to put up with it for now and
this park helps me to do it. I'd rather be
in the country and this'is the next best
thing." To this young woman and to many
other people, a park represents a place they
can come to get away from the pressures of
the city for a‘little while. '

Nokomis -

Ndkomis Park

As I drove around the parkway that cir-
cles Lake Nokomis, I was struck by the con-
trast between this suburban, residential
neighborhood and the downtown neighborhoods
near Loring and Fair Oak parks. Lake Noko-
mis is a medium-sized city laké composed of
201 acres of water and 2.7 miles of lake-
shore., It is located in a quiet, prosper-
ous neighborhood w1th neat bungalow homes
and large, well kept lawns. Unlike the
other two parks, there are very few apart-
nments, commercial buildings or factories in
- the neighborhood. The area around the lake
appears wide and spacious for, although the
lake is surrounded by houses, these homes .
are kept well back from the lakeshore by a
wide buffer zone of grass, trees and the
parkway that circles the lake.  The only
~ thing that disturbs the serenity of the
neighborhood is the roar of jets that pass
over the area every few minutes to take off
oxfland at the nearby International Aixport.

Like Loring Park, Lake Nokomis attracts
a number of people from outside of the im-
mediate neighborhood. Cedar Avenue, which
trosses one corner of the lake, and the

‘across the choppy waves on the lake.

Crosstown Highway (#62), which passes with-
in a few blocks of Nokomis, brlng in people
from all over SOuth Minneapolis, Richfield
and-Bloomington. This easy -access seems
partly responsible for the grassy shoreline
that is lined with dozens of young sunbath-~
.ers either lying out on blankets or
stretched out on lawn chairs. Both local
residents and others from the surrounding
area join to give the lakeshore the mood of -
a resort area. A young man, about twenty,
lies on a blanket near the water, one knee
. moving back and forth to the tune of the
tranSLStor radio next to him. His reasons
for coming out here are to "relax, get some
fresh air and to catch a' few rays before I
have to go_ to work tonight."

M.P,B. photo of W.P.A.'s Nokomis Park
improvements -- taken in the 1939's

To thlS young woman and to. many
other: people, a park represents a -
place they can come to get away
from the pressures of the cuty fora
Ilttle while.

g Others around the lake are more active.
Two uniformed teams, some umpires and a doz-

" en fans participate in a slow-pitch game on

one of the several softball diamonds located
near the lake. A young couple toss a fris~
bee back and forth and two sailboats cut

A re=-
tired man with grey hair, a yellow sport

shirt and a golf cap explains that it's too

windy for him to play golf, so he's here to



try his luck fishing. But he explains his
v lack of luck with "it's probably too windy
‘for the fish too," i AR

While‘mbst people on Nokomis are either
sunbathing or participating in some activi-

- At ‘a playground on the beach,
~several young mothers sit on
benches and chat with one
another while keeping one eye on
their youngsters playing. |

M.P.B. photo -- South Shore of Nokomis
. taken in 1917 '

ty, others seem to view the lake as a part
of their work-day world. A mailman parks
 his delivery truck next to the lake, but re-
- mains inside to eat his noon meal and to
watch people passing by~--a girl on a bike,

a couple strolling past and a jogger wearing
cut-offs and a loose, grey sweatshirt. He
explains that he stops off here once or
twice a week because "it's a lot nicer than
parking by some street somewhere with noth-
‘ing to look at."

At .a playground on the beach, several
young mothers sit on benches and chat with
one another while keeping one eye on their
youngsters playing, They too seem to feel
that the time spent at Nokomis is a welcome
break in their housework and child-raising
routines. One woman elaborates, "It's a

chance for me to ge’. away from the house for

+

a few minutes. and Darren, my three-year-
old over there, seems to enjoy it as much
as I do." - For these people, like many others’,
a park gives them a place to come to when
they need to get away from their daily rou=
tines for a few minutes and to enjoy some
natural scenery.

/Having completed my tour of these three
South Minneapolis parks, I've concluded that
although the mood, the faces and the activi-
ties of these parks are often quite differ=-
ent, the reasons beople come to parks are of«-
ten the same. Individuals come to a park
to get.away from the routines of home and
work, to get away from the crowds, the traf~
fic and the concrete of the city, to get
close to the natural beauty of the park, and
to have fun and recreation. In other words,
there seems to be something about the nature
of living and working in a city that pro-

Individuals come to a park to get
away from the routines of home
and work, to get away from the
crowds, ‘the traffic and the
concrete of the city, to get close
to the natural beauty of the park,
and to have fun and recreation.

- duces a basic need to escape ~= if only for

" a few minutes ~~ from the pressures of home,
job and city life. For those who choose to
live in the city or for those who can't af-
ford camping, moving to the suburbs or buy~
ing a small farm in the country, a city park
is one of the most important community re-
sources available until some of the press-
ures of the urban enviromment are changed.

—---Lanny Kuester

3

Lanny Kuester is a resident of the Seward

East neighborhood of Minneapolis., Lanny

has worked as an omsbudsman for the city

of Ricl field, a mechanic, and a night school

teacher at South High, Lanny's interest in

open space developed early on his family's

farm in rural Minnesota, :
37



by Kevin Iungerman

Rebirth of Gardening

Americans are reawakening to the vast
benefits of gardening. You may have exper-
ienced this gardening resurgence as new
green in our increasingly concretized
neighborhoods or perhaps at the Farmers'
Market. There, as at retail’ and wholesale

nursery outlets throughout the Twin Cities,

gardening has becomé a brisk business.
Thousands of local residents have discov~
ered one or two green thumbs among their.
ten fingers. The ranks of experienced
gardeners have been dramatically swollen
by "first-timers", by "second-season én-'
thusiasts" -- and.significantly —- by those
who possess no. land of their own.

Certainly there are many reasons for
this returning to gardening:. high food’
prices, a desire for fresh vegetables, a
personal sense of enviromment, the growth
of leisure time. Regardless of the motiv-
ation, though, .the outcome is the same:

gardening activity, and -interest, is intense

and wide-spreéd. People of all ages and
backgrounds are choosing gardening as es-

sential recreation from a host.of possible
recreational act1v1t1es avallable in the
Twin Cltles area.

One thing prevents gardening from as-
suming ‘a place among the. recreational rep- -
ertoire of Minneapolis -- the failure to,
realize that gardening can be recreational!
There is no reason why a community garden
program should not have as much claim upon
the City budget for support where residents
initiate the programs as do other activi-
ties, among them: concerts, sports pro-

24

-grams, - bicycle paths, hiking- trails, swim-~
ming, boating. Garden enthusiasts need to
develop a consciousness of gardening as a
community recreation program. Starting
with this, they can then reach out to the
community-at-large to develop a more comw-
prehensive gardening awareness. What this
entails is some degree of organlzatlon.

Organizing Community Gardens

[

\
Recreational programs and funding for
them in the city budget, reflect the extent
to which recipients of such services have
been able to demonstrate needs, and then

.to exert some influence in satisfying those’

needs. It is crucial then to get:residents
involved in community gardening to approach
organizing on a local level, be it neighbor-
hood, project, school, club, or high rise.
As a preliminary, a few interested indivi-
duals could place prominent notices about
the community, distribute a mail question-
aire, take a door-to~-door survey, or place
an ad in a newsletter (create one?), Es-
‘'sentially, these procedures would espouse

the need for a community gardening program

and invite feedback and participants to or=-
ganize one. It is essential to discern
just what degree of .support exists, and
whether it is hard or soft; i.e. are you
identifying participants?, or thdse people
who merely think the idea is good? Both
groups are necessary. Those interested may

-provide needed future support, and at least

will not be an opposition. It is the com-
ing together of participants which will de-
termlne ‘whether a plan of actlon will
evolve. -

1. Once activists are identified, the new-

"1y formed coalition must determine in June or
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July the year prior to planting if there is
land available either in the locality, or. at
least close by.
could be put togather to be subject to re-
- View afterwards in the llght of other crl-
teria, such as:
A.
~ dens, and to what extent? Is it ex—
cellent, good, fair, poor? Such
judgment would hinge upon a soil
sample (in lieu of past experience),
‘accessibility, sun-shade factors,
‘slope, availability of water (and how
the water is available), and how well
the site is defined from its surrounds
_ings.
‘Are ‘scattered sites to be preferred
to a few large s;tes? This is some-~
thlng the gardeners should decide as
" a preliminary. Of course, availabil-
ity of land w1ll be a somewhat inflex~
ible determinant. )
Who owns the land? Will the owner
rent or provide the property for the
-purpose of community gardening? -Just
'what restrictions will be requlred of
the gardeners if the land is acqulred?
i.e. the responsibility to see that
the site is kept clear of rubbish;
‘that gardeners keep up their plots;
that unacceptable behavior while on
the land be clearly known; that a
terminal date for land clearance in
. the autumn also be known.
. D. . How many growing seasons may a. sxte
- be expected to be available for gar=
' dening? ~Most vacant land, by nature
‘of zoning, prior plans, and fluctuat-
ing whims of the owner, is not likely
. to be available for other than limit-
"ed uge. However,. it is often reason~'
able to assume some land will remain
. vacant several years,: thus allowing .
for perennlals. An example: ' Urban »

B.

’

A tentative listing of sites

‘Is the land suitable for growing gar-

.

.

Renewal land lies dormant for an av-
erage of five years. This could be
a point for a concerted effort to

- persuade the city to provide some
sites for ongoing community .gardens
in the manner of many European cite
ies, and some American cities as '
well. (Fenwick Gardens in Boston is
one example.)

2, Preparation of the land. Once sites
are identified and released by the owner, the
gardening group must have the land turned
over in the Fall before the first frost --
this is especially true when the land has
lain fallow for considerable time and is thus
greatly compacted. A schedule for a roto-
tiller or tractor to work the land should
be worked out. This will save time and
money. It will be necessary to utilize this
equipment again in the Spring for tilling
and planting. Spring will also be the time
for fert11121ng on the basis of already:
obtained soil samples. Over the Fall and
Winter sources of fertilizer and- organic
matter should be located. Municipal sludge
and compost from county extension services
- (among other sources) should be utilized.
Perhaps, where practical, compost piles
could be begun on the actual garden sites.
‘It seems probable that a group discount
could be arranged from an area . nursery. The
nursery might also make a deal on seedlings
‘as well, should the gardeners prefer this
arrangement.  However, this might lessen -

_the personal 1nteractlon s0 lmportant for a

community garden. : -

3. ' Plans should be made to start seed- -
lings indoors in February or. March. partic-
ularly those plants needing a long growing
season. Arrangements might be made to.  Ai=-
vide this work, different members growing
different klnds and varletles of plants, for '
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parcelling out to everyone after. the Spring

thaw.
be gotten underway to have the city proclaim
a "Spring Festival Day" or "Community Garden-
ing Day" or something of this sort. A plant

. fair could be held at this time for the bar-

tering and exchange of seedlings.

4. Preperation for the Gardener. The
group should put together a basic biblio-
graphy pertaining to gardening. This could.
be admirably worked out with the public li-
brary. Such a listing could cover topics
such as:  plants peculiarly suited to Minne-
sota, plant propagation, cultivation; fer-
tilization (chemical and organic), use of
pesticides. Concerning the.last~--the use
of pesticides~-it would be invaluable to
critically review alternative ways of pest
control, siuch as natural predators, resist-
ant hybrid strains, inter-cropping with nox-
ious plants, or the use of decoy plants.
Pesticides themselves should be examined for
their breakdown time and the relative safety
to those using the garden not merely the
particular plot. It would seem a good idea
to establish agreement on policy prior to
planting.s L

5. To build interest, to increase exper-
tise, and to provide a framework for the
sharing of information and resources, it
would be a good ide# to arrange brief, one-
session seminars and lectures, in conjunc-
tion with other interested community garden
groups. Speakers might be enlisted from the
university,-the county extension service,
the organic growers and‘buyers assoc., gar-
den clubs, and other interested sources of
technical information. Likely places. for
getting together, would be public library
brancHes, school auditoriums, community éen-
ters, park recreation centers, and even area
-banks (already done by one downtown bank) .

4 -

In concert with others, efforts should

Other Benefits of Commlinity Gardens

Gardening anables participants to see
direct consequences of their endeavors; to

around them. It is a subtle learning pro-
cess. On an abstract level, there is a
blend of technical expertise and informa-
tion: entomology, genetics, and soil sci-
ence. On the personal level, different _
cultural or otherwise antagonistic divi-
sions can often be brought together. New
alignments and loyalties form which could
increase the possibility of cooperation ex-
tending into other areas of community con-
cern. Functionally, community gardens can
utilize open space that is not now contri-
buting to the visual esthetics of Minneapo-
lis. Indeed, much lund is given over to
weeds and refuse. Gardening also provides
benefits of emotional relaxation, mental
stimulation, and physical exercise. All

of these factors can serve to build a
healthier community, one which is more self-
actualizing. Community gardens are not sim-
ple amenities; they are necessities. They
can be part of the educational process of
living together in the City, of re-estab-
lishing human relationahips in neighborhoods,

and in re-establishing neighborhood identi-
ties..

Kevin Iungerman, who lives near Powderhorn
Park, is involved in creating a community
gardening pkogram at the Community Design
Center, 26th and Stevens,.in Minneapolis -
827-2608. Kevin has more inférmation and
contacts on community gardens and is anxious

" to share that information with individuals or

neighborhood groups Interested in urban
gardening. '
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i MINNEAPOLIS:

Echo News (East Calhoun Homeowners ' Associa~
tion), 3508 Humboldt Ave S, Mpls 55408;
c/o Marge Thurin; $3.00/yr; (825-6408)

Lake Street Gazette, 2941 Blaisdell Ave. S.,
Mpls 55408; Liz Weiner, ed.; weekly;
(823-5666)

Loring Park Community Crier, 116 W. Granmt St.,
Apt., 2, Mpls 55403; Marybeth Buchele, ed;
(332-2674) B

Manz Corners {(Cedar-Riverside Associates),
1503 Washington Ave S, Mpls 55404; Barry
Casselman, ed; $3.00/yr; (335-0031)

NECO Newsletter, 1929 2nd St NE, Mpls 55418,
(789-7218)
The Paper, Model Cities Communications Cen-
ter, 3010 4th Ave. S., Mpls 55404; John
-Hollenhorst, ed.; every 2 wks; (823-8247)

Seward West News, 2227 E. Franklin, Mpls
55404; Jerry Ravenhorst, ed (332-5557)

The Southside Alligator, 24 E. 3lst St, Mpls
. 55408; Glen Sampson, ed.; irregular; dona-
tions suggested; (823-2118)

The Wedge, 2634 Bryant Ave S., Mpls 55408,
Lorraine Scott, ed.; $2/year, (374-2693)
/

ST. PAUL:
Capitol Area News, 124 E. Arch, StP 55101;
Contact: Herb Swensqn; (222-1781)

Communique (Roosevelt Housing Area), 1575
Ames Ave, StP 55106; Roger Hughes, ed.;
(774-9647)

Eastsider (Phalen Area Community Council),
1075 Arcade, StP 55106; Coordinator:
Karen Jasinski; $1.50/yr; (771-8816)

Grand Avenue Gazette, . 867 Grand Ave, StP.

" 55105; Roger Swardson, ed.; $3.60/yr;
(227-1621) =
Hamline-Lexington Eavesdropper, 1277 Dayton
Ave, StP 55104; Contact: Immie Treichel;
(645-3044)

Highland Villager, 790 Cleveland Ave S, Stp
55116; Maurice Mishke, publisher; every
2 wks; $4.50/yxr; (699-1462)

North End News (North End Community Assn),
429 Idaho, StP 55117; Don Effenberger,
Tom Weyandt, eds.; every 2 mos; $1.00-2.00
voluntary donation/vr; (227-8271)

Saint Anthony Bugle, 2239 Carter Ave, StP
55108; Roger Swardson, ed.; $3.60/yr;
(646-5415)

Shamrock (Jackson-Wheelock Service Center),
1544 Timberlake Rd, StP 55117; Katie
Barron, ed.; $1.80/yr (postage costs);
(488-0243) :

Summit-University Free Press, 100 N oxford,
StP 55104; pauline Eichten, ed. coord;
(224-4601)

Target Area A Newsletter, 630 Laurel, StP
55104; Tia Dwyer, ed.; (222~7369)

Un~Wrapper (Ramsey Action Program), 509 Sib-
ley, StP 55101; Polly Nyberg, ed; every
2 wk; (227-8954)

West Seventh News (W. 7th Community Assn),
305 Goodrich, StP 55102; Marlene Barrett,
ed. ’

West Side Voice, 179 E Robie, StP 55107;
Eileen McMahon, ed; $2.40/yr; (227-9291)

This‘listing'is the beginhing of a continuing feature of Common Ground, in which we will

list and review. community~based newspapers and newsletters.
coop, and association newsletters will be found

Further listings of community,
in future issues. Please contact us_at

335-2424 if you would like to suggest a listing.
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What chlldhood playrexperlences do you remember

with the ‘most ‘fondness? -Certainly &ll of us,

at one”tnne ox another,

‘have Slld down ‘a slide

feet flrst, clambered to the-top of a. Jungle
gym and‘swung as*hlgh as we.could in‘a- sw1ng.
But, if-you're: like me),. you ‘probably remember
the times. spent at a nearby vacant lot,‘field .

or wooded: plot, with greater fondness.: -

to me. my. play was most. rewardang when I was
able to construct and, change my- play environ-

ment.

v1d1ng for; thls sort of memorable play

Adventure playgrounds are almed at pro-

’The.adventure playground, sometames called

"junk playground"f is srmply a‘recreaticnal
space where. chlldren are encouraged, w1th an

adult supervisor. to help malntaln safety,.
construct their own play environment.

to

_plot of land is'designated a. -playground site,

but left in an undeveloped state.*

Building

materlals such as’ planks, plpes, boxes,- €tc.,
and a variety of ‘hand tools are provided for -

‘children to huild their "houses
or ‘hang- tlre‘sw1ngs from trees.

 dig holes,.
The recre—-

ational program, -the equlpment.and the”land-
scape are determined by the kids w1th.m1n1mal

adult 1nterference.’

An adventure playground

could grow out of any nelghborhood where the
resadents agree to support kids' use of a va-

cant’ lot, usually in great. supply, for thelr
own 1mag1nat1ve constructlons. .

ground\may seem.merely 1mag1ﬂat1ve and not. -

practlcal, it's dinteresting: to note that the
flrst—adventure ‘playground in the”U S. de=.""
eloped on a .one and one—thlrd acre lot ad-

boards, bus1nesses and agenc1es.
‘as it was called, successfully coalesced the
'nelghborhood ‘involved parents, ‘and drew
throngs of chlldren.
;cesses ‘were" 1nsuff1c1ent to keep it open past
“1950, nor did it provide 1mpetus for devel-
oping. any ‘other similar playgrounds untll

-1967 im Rlchmond Callfornla._"

It seems

"The Yard",

However ,.The Yard suc-

It isn' t clear from 1nqu1r1es w1th the

Mlnneapolls School- and Park ‘Boards why The
Yard was dlscontlnued even. though 1t seemed,
to have had an incredible. amount of commun-—
-lty support,
grounds to develop elsevhere is- perhaps in-"
fluenced by recreational planners insist--
ence on structured play and thetplayground
equipment industry, which last‘year*pro-'
duced. over $40° mllllon in slldes, cllmblng
‘A vacant bars, and sw1ngs alone.»_'

The failure of 51m11ar play-,

¥

Beneflts of Adventure Playgrounds

o he
i1

N An account of’ Mlnneapolls early experl—
ence’ 'with The Yard may suggest the prime value
of an adventure playground for chlldren-

When The.Yard firSt,opened it was
‘every child for himself. The initial
' stockpile. of secondhand lumber disap-
peared like ice on a hot stove. Child-

.ren helped themselves to all they could
Vﬁ'carry....Some hoarded,tools and’ sup~
“plies ‘in-‘secret caches. " B

Everybody
wanted: to.build the biggest -shack. in

‘fvthe shortest time....Then came the
P bust

.There wasn't a stick of. 1umber
left. -Highjacking raids were staged
‘on half- flnlshed shacks.. Grumbllng and

' biékering broke ‘out....But on the sec-
.'jond day of" the great depress1on most.
o the youngsters ‘banded” together spon-

vtaneously for a salvage dIlVe.

‘Tools




'”_gbest, help

c munity, '

] to‘joln f
in‘—- and,brlng the;r supplles along,
...New deas popped p. :

. Vplaygrounds, Y .
. ‘needs, may help bulld a’ Chl d“s sense of com-

Just‘as The Yard ‘helped children develop

" a sense of.communlty, organ121ng an adventure
'['playground .may also help restore a ‘sensé of
;communlty among ‘adults in a nelghborhood
Developlng a. nelgnborhood park may be. frag—
;mentlng if lt Anvolves clearlng homes  for a
park site, or. prevents constructlon of 1ow-
den51ty housmng on: already vacant land. ‘Adults
. in cases like’ this. may instead. want to turn a
_..nearby. vacantlot:into a space where kids can
“eXercise’ thelr'lmaglnatlons constructlvely.|
-In any event, plannlng, lnrtlatlng, and runnlng
. --an adventure playground requires a group of

\ residents who may.find that together! they can

-more effectlvely deal ‘with other nelghborhood
concerns. o AT : u

" P Creatlng Adventure Playgrounds

E Nelghborhood,groups plannlng an adventure"

:"aplayground will /probably want to.determine::

1. Location 2. Insurance ‘3. Costs and 4. Ac-
“,cldent probabllltles falrly early in the plan-
.= ning process. In: a hlghly readable booklet,
"77The Adventure. Playgrgund-‘ ‘Creative Play in‘an.
Urban Setting - and a'Potential Focus'for Com=

v munlty Involvement Cpubllshed hy the Instltute'

‘g,playground

' residents may convince the owner of a vacant
) lot to lease hls/her property.

' Community Progress, 705 Blssell Avenue, Rlch—

_Neighborhood Youth Corps to hire someone from

ever,used\a tool to ‘hit another person."“

:ture playground would requlre cons;derable "

7venture playground may benefit children and’
;adults allke by provrdlng space for children
0" construct thelr own play-env1ronment an

£ Urban and - Reglonal.Development, Unlvefslty ‘
of‘Callfornla, Berkeley), Clare: Cooper. deals
.exten51vely w1th these and other practlcal

:problems. S :

-'l Almost -an vacant.lot, preferably with
trees,_ls a.'ultable Toédtion for an adventure
..Since these playgrounds ‘require
minimal fixed equipment and no landscaplng,

) 2 For 1nformat10n on how to get lnsurance
companles to prov1de necessary acc1dent insur=--
ance ‘and persuade neighbors and city authori-
tles to .approve adventure playgrounds, write
Lovie McIntosh, Director,. People Pledged for

mond, Callfornla 94801

_' 3. Costs can be kept at a minimum since the

play equlpment is essentlally recycled con~
structlon materlals. Although an adult super-
‘visor w111 need to ‘be paid, it is possible - :
that residents- could arrange for VISTA or the -

the nelghborhood for the’ Job

o4, An account of: the Manneapolls adventure
playground takes note of the concern over the
- probabilities of ‘injury, stating that "...the
safety record astonlshed everybody. After a
yYear.,..injuries consisted of some banged -
thumbs, -small cuts and bruises for the entlre
1nvolvement of: over 200 children. No Chlld \‘

clearly, organ;z;ng a nezghborhood adven—

time and energy. However, creation of an ad-

a rallylng polnt for nelghborhood adults..

- - 93W‘
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near WESt szer Road zn Minneapolls.

‘In January of 1974 about 20 people started
meetlng regularly to talk.abouttthe numerosus
aspects. of- openlng a: people s busxness. We
,started writing ito bicycle distributors and
. | parts’ wholesalers, ‘and. dlscussed coop. pOlle
“|land philosophy.  Initial:capital was gener-
) ated,through 1nterest-free, ‘short-texrm loans
from the coop - communlty - With this first
$3500 we finally found ‘a location and or-
'dered our~f1rst shlpments of parts and brcy—
cles, we.opened 1n mld-Aprll

The People 5 Wbrkshop is: nOW‘establLshed
There -1+ room for four»memberSAat a. time to.
work onxtheir: blcyclesﬁeuSLng the spec1al—
llzed*tools and experlence avallabletthrough
the ‘coopiat’ a: suggested rate of :75¢ £ $3.50
per:hour dependlng upon how much assrstance

prepald ba51siiro, one
esai‘rs W1th whom We do- bu51ness.

'»ourselves.

"needs. without special: ordering.
-large. selectlon of: blcycles i ‘on. hand now, .
‘Winter presents a serious. questlonq
:1on.A However, we - need _experiencel I

. good. deal of volunteer'or people s pal
‘then Freewheel -needs you:-as .a w1nter-act1v1-

"establlshed ourselves as a worklng coopera-~

~munity ventjire,
frealltyrlwe need'your help.

s w1th.most éoops, respo ib lty_ha

grettably settled on'the shoulders’of a small

few are worklng w1th us,,f
from a lack. of voluntary h

by, even if you know nothin of bikes.. ,Wefllv'

_ 1earn together.

A blg problem we experlenc
Too- often, it seem
garded as a dlscount store -

'steady workers can now receLVe a ‘small” waga

if and when they need it, ?Our store stock |
is steadily growing.': We can now frll many\
A fairly

whereas before we hadvto’sell’on a- pay-ln-,'
advance bas1s. We. stlll solicit loans from..
the communlty, and are’ presently able.to re=:
pay any loan up-to $500 with a weekﬁs notlce.
'We . hope-
to get by on cross-country: skls, snowshoes,’

ice skates, etc, in. typlcal bike -shop’ fash-

are familiar with any one of these: w“nter
sports fields ‘and. are w1111ng to spen

tles coordlnator.vw

Freewheel is new, but we feel weh ve

tlve, able’ to: survzve and contlnue our’comp




”Alternatlve Toys Inc.

A~_Employs thlrty people full tlme. ‘It P %
could 'specialize in durable, safe, and “crit- R
1calv;learn1ng materlals. Weekly shop meet-
1ngs to dlscuss problems, an elected boara
to work with management ‘to make shop decis-
lons., Partlclpatlon of workers is hlgh

_ After a shaky inftial- ‘year (it took tlme
to establrsh ‘a market), the company ‘is op-
eratlng 1n the black'

il

Communrty D Ag Manufacture

Twenty'full tlme employees produce anti-
: blotlcs, aspirin,. etc.,(prescrlptlon and

" non—prescrlptron) -at prices well below

i ] those. of the blg rlpoff companles. The big .
Imdrket .is with senior citizens ‘on the South- :
side and all . over the metropolltan area. .. . .o
Routinization is hlgher in_ this .8hop than
others--except for the. lab, Part1c1pa—
tion in management is lower than Ain. the T 2
toy company. B e '
3._ Powderhorn Electronlcs Corporatlon ’, -

. PEC started as one of two 1n1t1al enter-
prlses for. the. corporatlon. lerkers assems
v.'{ ble electrical components for several large -
”_corporatlons in the area. .PEC employs sev-
| enty-people, many of whom were considered- .
"unemployable“,,at hlgher than average
wages. Last year, a major controversy erup-‘. .
ted when the management of PEC decided to
contract with Héneywell. They were outvoted
by the Board as a whole... PEC uses modern
| management methods ‘with the workforce div-
X ] ided 1nto teams: which move from job to job
_tlon of our,proflts 1nto the‘St¥u9911n bl- "} over a. year's perlod of time. The workers
cycle: fa°t° 8 1€ . F T;r;; . ug” just voted to join the’ Unlted Electrrcal
' © | workers. . - . A -

priorities of the corpora-b
and attempt:to. strike a balance bet-
‘ween” bu51ness and'expanSLOn and prov1d1ng _
needed communlty ervrces, between’ the nec—"
es51ty of maklng sound rnvestment dec1srons
<and taklng th”* 3 '

, r'a coop-h:
‘erat ve . child:’ care operatlon for corpora-

Ion employees or'a toy manufacturlng outfit
‘w1ll rganize their ‘own 1nternal operatlon.
‘Given the varlables of size,’ nature of "the
ta : ions’ and: desires’of the work~ .

’ Y dlfferent styles of Sr- :
ganlzatlon_w1lltdevelop. \Let"s :imagine - ‘
fur : . :




cerporat:l.on. _ It operates t
centers and the job tra'




: ;tprocessnd, foods.

lE S

: 'vate, dec151ons on. the operatlon of the shop
| are,; “in’part at least,: made by all, or a
group ofE";n-shop workers: rather ‘than . the
solekprerogatlve of. management, dec1s10ns on .
what ‘is’ to*be produced are based on commun--
ity need, rather than profltablllty narrow—
ly concelved A - - ”ffq’

All of thls mlght seem unreallstlc to the
readers of Common Ground. . And as SouthSide.
Community Enterprlses beglns lts initial
plannlng, it is’ too early to predlct ‘the-
strategy for economic development it will
follow, although‘the ideas dlscuesed ‘earlier
are certainly" possibilities, " Part1c1péhts
in the Corporation belleve that the' resources
J (financial and human). are availabie" .toi build, -
on.a 51gn1f1cant scale, alternatlve models
of ‘business ‘enterprise and communlty develop-
ment, -like ‘those outllned above. :
_ litical struggle: ‘to win financial support °

- from governmental, ources,
‘erative ‘planning ‘to, get people,ln‘South Min-
neapolis’ worklng together. . B
done. People are beglnnlng to_doflt. S
—Tom O Connell

LN

If 1nterested, contact~ Southslde Com~
munlty Enterpr1ses—--335-8485 e
- 2314 Elliot Avenue South

, Manneapolls,‘MLnnesota 55404 ,'

It w111 ‘take

JIE will take coop~|

: peacefully ln'one ‘restaurant?": Vlslt the .
- Maryland Cafe and see for yourself Healthy,
lnexpenslve foods abound, but not to the
| exclusion of meat-and-potato folks. add to
thls"an atmosphere of caring and’ gentle
people and_you have ‘not just an eatlng

ut a gatherlng spot .for: people of
|all ages and llfestyles o

| In’the eart of the Lorlng—Nlcollet
) nelghborhood “on Grant Street betwees: LaSalle
and Spruce Place, the café resides | in the"
basement of the Maryland Hotel. .Under new

.| management since April, the three partners

-’have changed the focus® towards whole, not L
- ‘They prepare the foods™
Y for taste. and nutrltlon, not for- thelr con—
‘ ’“venlence and proflt:f-~- g .

.’_‘a

Y

"People have a’ cholce, though,“ Says

'?ﬁetsy,

one of the three owners. - “"We don't
¢ ¥ just- serve- counter—culture~foods., ‘We offexr
- |a blend of ‘different foods, yet we ‘do want

to prov1de alternatives to- ‘standara

eating-
styles. “We' ‘want people to try whole

foods,

Canfmea ‘1oaf”and vegle burgers co-exlst ~

-ing . the multltude of

vunder $2,

but’we don't force them

‘ The specaaltles vary from cheese d mush-
-J xroom omelettes to apple pie, 1asagna to- whole.
- wheat' french ‘toast, fresh vegetables to.
cheese pl, ‘The main feature is the lunch.
i11ne, a’ long-tlme dream of Betsy and George,
another partner, ° : ‘ .

‘““We are not a fast food resturant but
you can get good food fast

At noon, the soup-and-salad line offers a
fast, healthy meal for between $1 and $1.50.

‘George makes the soups and fresh-baked whole

breads, The salads you serve yourself, add-

| garnishes and your
choice of three dressings. The food is

'mlghty tasty as well as nutrltlous and fresh,

The price is fair; you can get a meal for
Senior 01t1zens get a 10% discount.

Good food alone does not make a restaurant.

‘I'The air of friendliness and warmth makes the
Maryland' a comfortable place to eat.
;commun;ty—-people giving’ and sharing, which

'breaks down the’ 1solatlon of our fast-paced
'5001ety,

It's a

espec1ally 1n thlS hlgh-den51ty area.

There are many
the Maryland

1nclud1ng the three
who are partners.

1ntentlonally 1n order to serve the'area,‘

1nstances of communlty at—-
‘The people who work there also
“live in the nelghborhood,
They bought the location " "

) | -‘ y7



. rop A some .tme for a qulck lunch or a
long, relaxingimeal Maybe you Wlll even -

.o¢-5. 0"7=30
_ Saturdaz.4..;...8 :00-12:30°
’ “’Sundaz...........B 00-2: 30‘
“*subject to expans:.on o

B

1 'group of photographers, who !offer a wide.
‘| range® of photograph:.c serv:.ces to- comun:.ty
1 groups, pol:.t:.cal action “-and peoples organ-:
izdtions. " Examples of the* collecn.tve*s work
.| can be, seen. throughout this :|.ssue of»Common -
) Ground :

. The Photo Collecta.ve can\be reached at .
fn722-0741 or at 336-0541. ertten corre- -

'spondenc ‘should bé" sent £o 122 Washburn_ .
!_'Avenue North, 55411 e

Tlus sect:.qn of the mgazlne--tbe Com-
mz_.zm.tg BuJ.ld.mg and Rev::.ews bect:.on-—

RN

want to write. about, ‘or review a com=' - ..
Amum.ty pro_ject . play, eat.mg place, .book,
'_etc., please do-and; send the art:.c],e J.n




coming next:

Indian Cultural Center

A look at who was able to influence its building, and why.

Nicollet Island History

A history of the Island, with scme proposals for new development, written by
Island residents.

Near North Side History

A study of the development of the Black community in North Minneapolis.

Development of the Mpls Park System

Whoe was included, and who was excluded, from planning the Minneapolis parks?

Plus:

more COMMUNITY BUILDING, RESOURCES, AND REVIEWS

to subscribe,

Mail this subscription. form into Common Ground, 2314 Elliot Ave So, Minneapolis, Mn 55404
I/we would like to subscribe to Common Ground for one year.
($4.00)

I/we would like to exchange my/our services to NVP for receiving
Common Ground. (barter value negotiable)

I/we would like to become Institutional or Supporting Subscriber(s)
to Common Ground. (we suggest at least $10.00 each year)

Name:

Address:

City: amt., enclosed $




"“Group of Frogs"

Minneapolis Park Board Photo

“commonground
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404
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