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taking charge

Is the way we obtain energy going to continue to make us more powerless? Will we be
sold the sun's energy in brightly-wrapped packages, with multi-million dollar advertising?
Will corporations reap profits by capturing sun rights, as they have with oil rights? will
there be a "sun depletion allowance?" Will nations fight wars over bright desert areas?

Or, will we find a way to develop energy alternatives in a way which empowers us?
Will people learn the technology themselves instead of hiring expensive specialists to take
care of energy for them? Will we find an ecologically sound way to heat our buildings and
our homes? Will communities assert control over their utilities?

If we learn about ehergy now, we will be able to answer these questions ourselves.
"Taking Charge of Energy" is dedicated to introducing Twin City neighbors to the tools and
resources that can help us to work together to conserve energy and assert control.

AND MORE: While some of us were learning about energy, many other folks are active. in
other struggles--to assume more power at work (p. 3, p. 8), to stay on top of neighborhood
redevelopment (p. 15), to learn ways culture can be used to help us act together (p. 51), and
to gain a voice over pornography in our neighborhoods (p. 56). While our stories are very
different, all are important in asserting control.

artwork

ARTISTS IN THIS ISSUE: Nancy Arhelger (p. 19); Lynn Hinkle (cover); Becky LaMothe (back
cover); ChucK Logan {p. 15); Sara Porter (p. 80); Seitu (pp 32-33, 42,43); and
Marcelle Williams (p. 39).

POETS IN THIS ISSUE: Four new poets are with us, as well as a new editor. JIM DOCHNIAK
has become our poetry editor. JIM LENFESTEY ("Energy Saving,” p. 21) and LARRY WILLIAMS
("America in Need," p. 7) are introduced on pages 40 and 7, respectively. Other new faces:

MARGARET HASSE moved from California to the Twin Cities two years ago and found work con-
ducting writing workshops in the juvenile institutions and adult prison facilities. The
"joint" in her poem is Stillwater State Prison. She is currently living in North Minneapolis
and employed as a poet for the Minnesota Poets in the Schools project.

ROY McBRIDE has been a dishwasher, cook, laborer, stockboy, mailclerk, school counselor,

telephone operator, minister, and surveyor. He's now writer in residence for the Pillsbury-
Waite Cultural Arts Center.

Funding for this issue was provided in part by Minneapolis Housing and Redevelopment Authority
(MHRA) , for the insulation section; and by Environmental Library of Minnesota.
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__letters to the editors:

' Dear Common Ground: -

This is to tell you how much f'llked the .

) poetry readlng on Dec. 5, and also to say a ’

S couple of other thlngs.i

I had heard some unsavory thlngs about

f Common Ground people-—that you want poets to . _

be: mouthpleces" for a certain political
'pOLnt of view. I went ta the reading because
.~ several of. the poets were friends of mine, .
- I was pretty skeptical. . Experience ‘and .
hlstory should have taught us that any .
attempt to. control artistic communication
: generally léads to. dlsaster, whether the

. means of ‘control be by direct force as in

‘RuSSla, or by the less dlrect method of
economlc strangulatlon as in the United
States., .
in such: situations. A lot of cheap propa- -
‘ganda is turned out, high in emotional ap-

peal and low in deep guality, smacking of = <.

Madison Avenue techniques.
_if the cause is a good one.-
-is cheap. ] :

1t doesn't matter
The_product' o

‘I was .pretty skeptical ‘And I have to say
‘now: that -I was quite: pleased with the readlng
I enjoyed 1t very much. ’ . -
I had been to the Great Flrehouse Poetry

Readlng, w1th Robert Bly and .a dozen local
‘poets,. in November. Supposedly the greatest

-poetry event in this area in the last couple

of years.

_ " The reading»sponsored by Common Ground was
superior in every respect. The poems were
7better, the performers were more sensitive -
to their audience, the performance wasn't
dominated by one or two personalltles, it was
skillfully planned and executed. My only
criticism of the reading is that it was a

. bit too long. The maximum should have beén
. -about two. hours.
S a half : S ‘ L
" ==Lyle Daggett
Minneapolis ., -

.Lyle,_
" You're rzght, 1t ‘was entlrely too long.

- We hope to run the event again in other

" neighborhoods, .and we'll be sure to’ keep 1t

.down to a managable length.

We're glad to. have your reactlons.
hopad we would hear more—-especlally from
.z.

-;\certaln political line.:

- sell in the marketplace.

"Both art and artists usually suffer .’

‘as’ his ideal for the good life.

It seemed more like 2 and

. Party at. the time of Donnelly's death.
."Sage of Ninninger" concerned himself with .

We'd

folks who thought we should heve done it
dlfferently. o .

We hope it is clear from the readlng that
we are not looklng for people to mouth a
We .do believe ‘that
art shauld be more accesszble to all of us,
_and not just the professionals. We also seek
to encourage poets and artists to write and .
create artwork that reflects the actual lives
"of common people, rather than art which w1ll
We do think that's
a political statement, but we don't try to

force other people to conform to our ideas
. in their artwork e e

- ==Common Ground

a

"To the Editor ovaoﬁhonQ&round:(

It is good to see a new 1nterest in Mlnne-
sota's populist culture, Steven Trimble's’
artlcle, “Grassroots Act1v1sm", as a.case
in p01nt.

While I am enthu51astlc about Trimble's
observatlons in general, I do wish to dis-
sent with his treatment of Ignatius Donnelly
who did foresee the destruction of capital-
1sm—1ndustr1allsm in:an apocdalytic vision
of “total -destruction of society almost fore-=
telling the kind of atomic annihilation en~
‘visaged by some modern observers. However,
Donnelly was not a believer in any form of
soc1allsm, such as a cooperative commonwealth
as Trimble suggests. Donnelly was firmly
committed to a vision of agrarian-capitalism
In the last
chapter of Caesar's Column, the main charac-
ter, Gabrlel Weltstein, returns to Uganda,
Africa where this kind of an agrarian "para-
dise" presumably existed. In real life,
Donnelly ‘did not work with Debs and others
who were organizing the ‘Social" Democratic
The

negative attacks upon industrial-capitalism,

. often with rhetoric. about "money-power" with

overt antl—semltlsm 1ncluded - Like a lot of
other Americans, Donnelly ‘could bitch about '
concentration of wealth and political power,
but he lacked positive alternatlves.

==Jim Ybungdale
Minneapolis



%by Larry Wleland

At 5 AM on. Frlday, December 26th cab drl~-
vers, limosine drlvers, dlspatchers, ‘order—
takers, and other insidé: workers’ struck

" the Mlnneapolls Yellow, Yellow: Suburban,

_and Blue. and, White Cab companles, “climax-

ing . an organlzlng ‘drive for better wages,
working condltlons and effectlve union- re—
presentatlon that‘began last February.
Wages and worklng condltlons for cab
drlvers have’ deterlorated for ' many years.

shift, Earnings’ from commissions have al~

‘ways ‘been low, but in the past bus1ness

was good and tips were generous, and 'a de-

cent living could be made. ~ With the ex—~

'pans1on of nass transit, 1ncreas1ng fares, .
~and rece551on, however bu51ness has dec-~

lined and tips have nearly dlsappeared

Drlvers recelve a percentage, called a comJ.‘
'm1551on, of the recelpts they turn ln each

'Strlkers and supporters rally at Minneapolls C1ty Hall January 23 ~.. ' - Photo bg'Ken Meter.
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Mlnneapolls cab drlvers were: represented
for. many years by the Teamsters. - Cabbies '
originally won union- representatlon in 1934
after a prolonged strlke. Like' the ‘truck
drlvers' ‘574, the c¢ab 'drivers eventually -
afflllated with the Teamsters®' 544, which
although purged of many of 574 s radical
leadershlp, retained some of 574's militaht’
posture.’ Cab ‘drivers. have been represented
by Teamsters Local #978 and then #792. -

The Teamsters, however, became more 1nter-
ested in large salaries and protecting thelr
pensron ‘funds than in representing their
members. Over “the" last décade, they have"
signed a. serles of poor ‘contracts, and hard-"
ly pursued grievances.. The Teamsters had’
over the years become top—heavy and bureau—"ﬂ
cratlc. <

SN . , -'» '-:‘“‘\}l

i

Wlth no grlevance procedure, ‘the " companles*

" . ‘ - F
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. 5 but nearly everyone felt helpless A
to- challenge both the umon and the companles.”__' PENEY R

-

" have thrlved;on a high turnover, at ‘least:
~50% each year J,Each company has. a-long
“list ‘of. work' rules that are’ arbltrarlly
enforcéd agalnst “troublemakers,' and any-'.
‘one challenglng the companles can be flred :
for not: wearlng a company hat, doing more -
~ than 55.miles péer houron the freeway, '
.o belng dlscourteous‘ '
,xpassenger. :

N

In the summer of; 974 ,resentment agalnstv
, the Teamsters 1ntensrfred ‘'when' the. {inion "
5reached a deal’ Wlth ‘the. companies that was,
never. submltted to the membershlp for‘ratlt
'flcatlon.‘ The companles used rlslng gaso-
‘llne prlces as a pretext to ;ncrease the '
startrng rate on the meter from 65¢ to 75¢, -
- and- the mileage charge from 45¢ to: 50¢ per
mlle. The Teamsters agreed to allow the

:;companiés'to keep the entire 10¢ increase

‘on’the starting rate without paylng drivers
“their commission.
".general membership forced.a vote on the

In an angry ‘meeting, the

agreement; and it was unanlmously defeated.
The agreement was ultrmately taken to arbi-

'tratlon, but it was- upheld since the. unlon

had -made “a- blndlng oral agreement

Drlvers grumbled for months, but nearly

feveryone felt helpless to challenge both

the- union and the companles. In February,
1975, however, ‘a’ small .group of drivers be-
gan to organlze to see:what could be done
to brlng about change,. - Meetlngs were. or-

" .ganized, and about- 50 drivers attended. Two.

main choices were discussed: to organize

'_w1th1n the Teamsters to reform the local
_'and elect ‘new offlcers, or o attempt to or-

;Michael Kbppv ”I/belleve thls company
' is unfair .to drivers and will' continue
1 to pe unless there is'a’ strong union

I with a strong membershlp. As yet the
company hasn't even talked with us..
They're not negotlatlng.f

1 . ]

Photos- by Ken Meter

~Walter MlllS' "It s encouraglng to see
hOW‘people are: turning out -—1t45 a
~real. grass roots, rank—and-file union.
‘It's not run by the executive board
_like the Teamsters. I'm. gettlng along
all right, but other drlvers are hurt-

”

ing more. T
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S o o < “The Teamsters counterattacked
e . tactics of the companies of playmg the older and younger

drlvers off agamst one another e

« B
L

adoptmg the tradltronal

ganlze a completely new unlon.
,worklng w1th1n the Teamsters was rejected:
- a reform movement within. the:- local had.elec-
,tedmnew offlcers once before about 5 years
.ago, ‘and the ;Anternational. responded by
- throwing the ‘local into trusteeship, and
’forc1ng it to merge intoanother, larger
local, thus ellmlnatlng the  threat.
-Cab drlvers comprised only about.700
| out ‘of 2000 members in the local, the
‘chances of ‘organizing in the other: shops in
the local were slim, and a merger of the
local into yet another, even larger local
. had already been rumored :

Labor Relations Board.election-began. ‘
'Teamsters’counterattacked;,labelling‘the or-
ganizersfyoung_"dissident"amateurs",sthus-"

An organizing drive to gain a National

Ultlmately,

“tial,

The -

on the electlon day, June 27, the new
union appeared on the ballot as the Guild
.of Taxi Drivers and Assoc1ated Workers.
Ballotlng took place in all three garages
for most of the day.
that evenlng at the offlces of the NLRB.

The ‘count: was held

adoptlng the. tradltlonal tactics of the com~
panies of" playlng the older and younger drlv-
-ers off against one another, but the neces
sary number. of petltlon cards. to. gain the
election were ‘easily obtained.
‘ies responded by stepplng up harassment of’
. union organlzers, while at the same time
_claiming to the press that they were impar-
even claiming. that. they wauld prefer
the' new, lndependent union since it would
be weak and have no. support from the tradi-
tlonal labor movement.

The compan¥

]

Joy Peterson.f”I've been here everydayv'

since the 29th of December. I dldn t
get involved at flrst ‘But- then T de-
cided 'a union has to- stlck together,’

Several who've driven 16-17 years havew

joinéd us. I'm’ trylng to conv1nce my
dad (a dlspatcher) to jOln..

driving.,

Walter Coyle: "We all know what. we're

strlklng for. We're spendlng more” time
with each other now then when we were

If we can stay out three more
weeks we can. stay out 1ndef1nately, be=

cause after 6 weeks you can change your

llfestyle. ‘ -




-’Nla'bor actlon il

vi.to “the” election, Whlch managed to’ hold: up-.

" when- the obgectlons were flnally thrown out

N -6-

,rather hanr-fat’bureaucra'cles brmg about effectlve

_ Sy

‘certlflcatlon of ‘the’ Gulld until August,

Was . used to elect offlcers for the'unlon,f
.set up an expanded. steward system, and "
’ draw up a llst of contract demands. :

The Gulld recelved certlflcatron ,n

‘ ﬂAugust 14, “one day before the old contract

with the Teamsters explred - The next day;,
with the explratlon of the’ contract, the
companles ahnounced a 2% cut in comm1551ons
for new: drlvexs, Ain® v1olat10n of Federal

. Law that requires that. no changes in wages

"and wcrklng ‘conditions. ‘be made without first
-entering ‘into negotlatlons with the unlon.u
Charges were .filed with the NLRB, and an
lvunfalr labor practlce complalnt was 1ssued
For the next two months, the Gulld attempt—
ed to begln contract negotlatlons with' :
‘the companles, ‘but the companles continual-
dy stalled and refused to provrde informa-
‘tlon, resultlng in new’ charges being filed
,w1th the NLRB. --A- session was finally ‘held
Con’ September 25; but Jack baly Jr., attor-
ney for Yellow Cab and negotlator for the, -
companies, spent ten. mlntues ranting and
. rav1ng,before the company representatlves
walked out. . No more sessrons were held for

N a month, and only after the Guild. called in

'the Federal Medlatlon and Concrllatlon Ser-

' v1ce.

A few more sessrons were held, but’ the
companles refused even to make a complete
contract’ proposal, other than to propose
that the commission cuts be made- permanent,
and.y that a cab lea51ng system be-intro-
dueed .- Under a lea51ng system, instead of
,'receiving a percentage of recelpts, a drlver
pays a flat amount' to ‘lease a cab per shift
and then keeps all his receipts, but:re-

. “eeives no pens:Lon and heéith and welfare

,beneflts, must pay his d social security
tax, and is ineligible for unemployment -
‘benefits and workman's compensatlon.v Cab

. leasing -is prohibited by the present city

cab ordlnance, and in mid-Novembey’, the
'companles had an- amendment 1ntroduced to

. permit leaklng.- The Guild packed a: city
- council room w1th over 100 drlvers when\the_'
,'amendment came up-for a hearlng, and “the
‘nramendment was. defeated

: Addltlonal charges ere filed ‘with the

NLRB for the .companies refusal to- bargain

in good faith, and a: ‘complaint was- issued

* - on Decenmber 2. The next day;- the member- -
. ship of the Guild voted to authcrlze an un-

fair labor -practice strlke agarnst the com~-

‘panles.-

Faced with the strlke vote, the companles -

. flnally made a complete contract proposal,
‘which they labelled their final offer, but”
it still: included- the commission cutg and

the leasing proposal, and only small in-

<vcreases in bendfits and hourly wages for
‘inside employees. On December.' 16, the mem~-
. bershlp voted 3-1 to reject the-proposal,

“and a strike ‘deadline of December 26 was

I

*iestabllshed

As of the wrltlng of this artlcle, the
strlke has already lasted five weeks; and
there is no.end” in sight.s  95% of the em=-
ployees have honored the ‘picket lines, and
the companies are agaln refusing to nego-"
tiate.’ Plcketlng ig* taklng place at all 3 .

" ‘garages 24 hours per day, and welfare and

public support: commlttees have been -estab-

o llshed

As the strlke progressed ‘more and more
unions have voiced their' support of the

- Guild,: whlle comminity organizations and

churches have pitched in to help the striks
ers and their families. ‘In south Mlnneapolls,

.re51dents ‘eirculate’ throughouc the community

"on Wednesdays gatherlng food for. strlkers.'

The short hlstory of the- Gulld has demon—

'l strated that an active, militant rank and

" file, rather than. fat bureaucrac1es, bring

- about’ effectlve labor action.’ Nevertneless,

the .strike promises to be lengthy, and any
support, in food, ‘money, or calls to your

I,alderman would be appreciated. “The Guild.

office .is at 3005 Nlcollet telephone 827—,
2981 . . . .

’

Larry’Wleland, one of the organlzers of the’
Guild, is currentlg Recording Secretary, pic-

‘ket captain at Blue and White Cab Company, and

a member of the Guild's négotiating team. A .

‘A-re51dent of South. Mlnneapolls, Larry has been ,'

a cabbie fbr over three years.
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© ‘AmericainNeed

Wanting |

. ,:‘ o " two or three, hard thtlng,
hard eyed young men,
must love money g,be;willing

- T ?i ;.;'a-meiuﬁe couple, |
h "‘  beat out old bastards preferred
to do seven days cleanlng,“
h-restaurents’
&{/of eoﬁise, I _ "f_;',*- . -
dfreétors,‘con;roiers;;maﬁagefs ‘ }
":;d‘ ; v &‘their assis£5hts

R 'j & one guy with an lnterest ln cows,

for the farm »
o -“Larry Williams

- A

Larrg Willlams is. currently a- cabble for Red
and’ White' Cab Company. He was fired by Blue
and -White during last year's union ‘negoitia-

tions. - A south Minneapolis reszdent, he has’

been a cab driver for over five years.
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Chrls Anderson,
Interv1ewed by Lynn- Hlnkle S v
Lynn: What kind of work do you all do and

r-how do you ‘feel about your work"

-'1ng people closely together,

Rlchard My name is Rlchard'Flemmons and

" I've worked six years in environmental ser-
v1ces, "you know, worklng as.a, custodlan.

The work itself, dealing with trash, mop-
'plng ‘and’ so forth is not bad, but there are
not enough peoPle to do the work and wages
are too low. I'm the chlef steward and on .
* the. executlve board. It's my second term.

I kind- of enjoy working with the union draw—
T thlnk we
need a union in’ there.. I was in lon gettlng,
organlzed 1n '71 and ‘working for a contract
1n '73 ' >

'

Betty; We;l,,I'm:Betty'Hawthorne;,nursing.

‘assistant, and I've been at the hospital a

. year. Before that I worked for the city .-
-health department four years. I'm a Stew-
ard in the union. And all of us who are"
‘talking tonight were . .{are) qn the negotlat—
ing committee; " We represent several areas
in the hospltal ' : :

L% Cx
Lynn- What do you do’i,.' '
Betty~ I ma house orderly. Most nur51ng
assrstants are. assrgned to. stations or par-
“ticular work areas, mostly staticns,’ nurSLng
statlons. "House orderlies run the extra
errands for the same ten. ‘stations for a week

- N

‘8- . NN

Rlchard Flemmons, Betty Hawthorne dlscuss contract negotlatlons.

i

‘an .interesting job

KM

Photo:
and - then we rotate.d So I get all over the
main- hosp1tal area, runnlng blood, running
people different. pla 25, taking them for.
tests, and I get to talk to people, like the
people working’ there and - patlents. I get a

Jvlot of day-to—day exposure to’ patlents and -

can sense how. the different’ nur51ng care is
dellvered -on dlfferent statlonsp

; Lynn. How do you feel about your work°

Betty. I really like ‘the job. I think it's
‘But there are problems.

For one thing we are not paid enough - And .

- for another thlng\they ve 1ncreased our

-the brakes on that.

"hard..

'I doni't have much to do.

They' ve about doubled it this . .. .
There seems to be no way to put

We talk about it with

our supervisor, a real nice person, ‘who ag-_

rees that they're addlng more work. -She is

real apologetic, -but says - there ls no way -’

work load
last year.

- she can stop 1t

There are trmes where there are lulls and
Then there are
other times when there is so much to do that
I am walking around crylng because it's so .
There is just too much to do and I
can't do it all. and I feel real frustrated
with that because I*m concerned about what
happens to the patlents. I don't want to
make them wait, espe01ally someone who's got
gain. " I, don't want to foul up somebody's

~lab tests but 1f we do, the - statlons act as

N



"+ docks and there are ‘five superv1sors.

'h,don't know that -

"frustrated ,

B L e
! :/ [ . . PR

‘fThere is just too much todo andvl can’t do |t all and I feel real ‘
because I m concerned about S the patlents.’__’. g

. \

j,lf it's. our fault --that we 1ntentlonally

‘messed thlngs up. We can't do what we: have
to do because there aren t enough people to
'gdo the work *2'-

'fMark- ilm Mark Sonnen -anc 'I've worked at the.7

'hospltal ‘about two years or so. I've worked

. as’a custodlan, hosp1tal custodlan, ‘as acar-
+ rier and! I'm presently .a senior: stores clerk.-: -
< My present'gob 1nvolves unloadlng trucks,kde—-
'fullverlng packages and things like dry. 1ce,,-

"11qu1d nltrogen, deliveries,- handllng mail,’

" that kind -of thing.’

o all honesty I don't really like. It pays
better than most. jobs in the bargaining unltj

" and- that’s one of the main reasons I'm there.
I don't/like it because I! m overworked Five

full time _employees .do all the work on the
-When"
"I get home ‘on, a Friday night, it's hard to -
<get up and get moving when my back. 1s sore.,_
I Just klnd of ache all over. ;“-' :
‘Chrls:-I 'm Chrls Anderson.. I m-a nur51ng
a551stant ‘that’ is. a551gned to a. station. T
do a_lot.of: the thlngs that. Betty was_ des-
.‘crlblng. When' I was given my new job des-
ycrlptlon, which.was written up by my. head
-nurse. a few weeks .ago, it -said that a nurs-
ing a551stant does pretty much: what the_ '
- head nurse or'the charge nurse wants you
to do. ' So like T! "m - really not in a posi-
tion to .say no.. to anythlng. You know..r
"I'm too busy," or "Find:somebody else.".
I'm also faced with the assumption that
you ‘are dumb. because you- have ‘a-low level .
'jOb_A That you are trying-to get out of
work. That makes me feel real frustrat-
ed. For example, I've worked.at my job:

- for'a year and a half yet people ‘continue

' to think that 'they have to. tell me to do -
. something which -is something that'I do -

" routinely every day like pick up lunch
trays. - Well,~somebody thinks they ‘have
to tell me to go and pick up lunch trays:
I've been doing it every day for -the - :
last year and .a half You know, like I

‘ Lynn- Could you explaln what a double 1s7_

T

’»;Chrls. Well, a double is when you work two"

shifts in-a row.- And ‘when you -do- that you"
work for probably le~17 hours.,
_home and sleep for about 6°and 1/2 hoursﬂ”
and; come back for your morning shift.” There:

are doubles available almost all the time .

now because the hospital continues to lay-

It's:a job I-can say’ in -

Then you go .

" the things. ‘that affects’ all of us is the - ,

' I'would like to see their figures.

 we can see if that s really true,

Off staff.
_reason I work doubles is’ because I need: the;:
" money. "

’Glen-f

:hospltal a -Iittle over two months now."

Vgalnlng unit.

Betty- About people belng la1d off

'sity is saving.'

It's crazy because ‘the only

I would ‘not do it for’ ahy other .
reason. ,That's a: really horrlble feellng S

-when. you're there and:you're worklng and

the only,; thlng you thlnk of is:going home
_because you're. tlred ‘and 'you are there be— ]
AN .

;,cause you need the money.

My name is Glen Boatman and I'm alSO‘V
a custodian. I've only been worklng at the
We
do ‘just as much work as I've done anyplace w
else. But we receive less wages_than pri=
vate employment for the same kind of work.
I've worked other places so I- know ‘one of -

fact ‘that two and a half years ago when the
first contract was signed, there were more
than 800, ‘like 840: employees, in the bar-
There are about 740 employees
in the- bargalnlng unlt now, - This means that

- "as people have left they have not filled the
. jobs.

And yet we re not receiving signifi-
cantly more.  We are not getting any of that

‘7:_h1gher product1v1ty yet hdspital costs are

going up. . Wé're not responsible for the

'hospltal costs. going: up, because our num-
- ber of employees has been ‘going down. And

one: good example of ‘it is what they are

o d01ng to us .in the environmental’ serv1ces

on the day shift, - That:is’ they want to put.
on.a full- shrft for Saturdays. Now we've
had to-wérk" “two stationson Saturdays. You

- know, that is a minimum amount of work. But
they're- ‘not g01ng to hire’ anybody else ex-~

traon to do that, . They are Just spreading -
us thlnner in order to do that and: speeding’
us. up and we're flghtlng that. Management '

- says ‘that the unlon S wage proposal would . .

cost $25.more per day in patient care costs.
You
know, open the- books to the public so that
Where is.
the money really going -—1nto patlent care
or admn.n:n.stratJ.on'> : K

There.
are three full ‘time nursing as51stant jobs
that have been eliminated in the past year.
That probably adds up to $15, 000 the Univer-
Well, last sprlng, when we
started’ negotlatlng, ‘we had already put our
contract. demands together and told the Uni- -
ver51ty what we wanted and what ‘we' needed,

©. 0K, we presented it all to them. except for
_,three articles.’
to all the employees asklng'them what atti-

‘They sent a survey around

A “
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; " “Our best (negotiating) tool sofar has been employee unrest.’” -

; " tudes théy}had“aboutrwork._»Yqu-had to give . Lynn: What is the union doing to deal with-
1" opinions initheir framework, in their mode. = some of ‘the concerns that you have .raised?
RS Shortly after ‘that survey was. sent out they' . .. T ‘

¢ . hired twb,Péople'to‘findvput\the-attitudes  f " Mark: To begin with we're asking for'a pay

{ ~ . and opinions of workers.. At 15 grand-a- year-. .increase of 75¢ the first year and 50¢ the

N " i=-what's really moredeffe¢ient? Vacatingrzf;.~»second, Lot .

the positions of 3 productive workers and ", . S L : o
hiring 2 outside "experts” to find out those ' = Betty: But more importantly, we're negoti-

1. workers -should be kept ar keeping‘the\tptee'gi ating the grievance procedire. The contract
i .1,workersuonfthe:staff? : o Sl R is just a written thing-that says what we'd
‘, i L e SR ’ S S T like, the bare minimum of protection as wor-~
- Mark: These efficiency "experts" from an .= - - kers. . The contract is a.defense against

B

| . . ’outside firm walk around the hospital and l.:,_'management's‘doing anything with us they
g f"don’t‘do,atdamn~thing except watch people want.” And the grievance procedure helps us
/. T do their jobs, 'sit and BS with the super- = geal with management when they're arbitrary.
i _ visors then tell the supervisors how many . -If you don't have a grievance procedure ,
0 -people they should lay off, They did that . there's nothing you can do to protect your-
in:Nutrition. The whole procéss of food' selves as workers when you can't legdlly
stoiing,npreParation,‘and delivery to pa- - strike. e T
i : tients is presumeably going to be stream- .. ) : Sl -0 ~
~ :lined. : In the ‘process several food service . Lynn: Do they do anything they want? "

_employees will be streamlined out of jobs, RS -
P " o Betty: Oh sure. They violate what they have

! - Richard: What they do ‘when people leave or signed, the legal binding contract, all the
- retire is hire students, call them tempor-- time. Which is why we file grievances. Last
. ‘ary-thru—April—employees. Now . when April .« year we'filed’qver”90 grievances-anq won all
comes they are just going to tell these. em-. but 4 or 5 of them. : o o B
I ~ ployees, "Well, you're job is up." They're o e .
1 ' .Just going to eliminate the jobs of hun- -~ Lynn: What is your best tool to use in hego-
l S 'drédsAof‘pe0ple'and a whole lot of students « tiating if you don't have. the right to strike?

i ' that‘are;working-there.‘ We're fighting that., . . ‘ o A
o . . i - : ,Mark:vOurjbest tool so far has been employee
unrest. Before we got a grievance- procedire
article'in the*current negotiations, manage-
ment made the mistake of telling our busi- = °
ness'agent,about'layoffé in Nutrition and

~ the next day people were yelling and scream-
‘ing at their supervisors, "Am I going to get

‘laid’ of£2" Two days later, the union's bus-

" iness agent go"awletter‘from the hospital

'saying . they werén't,goinq'to.meet with us
because we weren't interested in having har-
monious’ relations between employee and emp-

- ‘loyer. . Next night they camé in--before they

. had been really hard-nosed--looking real

. scared after hearing a lot of people talking
about, a sick out, doing what had to be done.

- ‘That hight they gave into all our demands

for grievances. The next day--we got a good
safety article, . People are beginning to see -
‘that a little initiative goes a long way.

~ Betty: When we. sit down to negotiate--one
' spokesperson £or union and one for manage-
ment;-we\try to convince each other of vari-
s ous. points. ' When we have a bannering out
'Richard'Flemmons, union steward: "I think we ' there'and,there'are 75 people on. the line--
| - need a union in there." - Photo' by Ken Meter - that's a’ significant number of the union out
¢{ . . -10“ N , N . . . . " . .
.
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‘*‘saylng th1

" bomber? It is‘miniscule, a drop, in the }:m.c?w
ket compared ‘to-what we're paying to send T
arms to Vletnamfor Angola or to help support{ . :
. o . o Lynni'Howfdo;you”do thati’though?

»\'Glen : Well we start by remlndlng
-and- taxpayers "that people, regardl
_their work, ishould not be.underpaic
that they” are performlng.. Thejthin

i)

8 decent health care.’.’,

in the: cold on thelr 1unch hour., That was

just: astoundlng. They know ‘there's a’ hell

Qf ;a lot of dissatisfaction.’ It wasn't il- -
nAlegal, but ‘we' let them know the: strength ‘of - ¢
“the union- and’that s when management“beglns -
*}to move._: . S

e

'Lynn-:What klnd of. oppos1tlon do you'get
.from consumers ho say this: is golng ‘to’

raise health” ca%%»costs and - from taxpayers

natlonal,problem. Teachers all: acros
country are- hav1ng the 'same problem
lic employees because ‘they're: cuttlng.

;funds for soc1al servrces as the economy

slumps., “But “there is a,very 51mple way that
we could deal with the problem of glVlng the
workers who prov1de services. .a decent’ 11v1ng

standard and at the same time cuvt the costs -
.of health care and that'’s to lay it on the g
“line: Why ‘do wé have-a 112 bllllon dollar

‘"defense" budget? What does the government

spend "for: hospltals as opposed to a new -

Betty Hawthorne: "They. know there's a :hell’ of
a lot of alssatlsfactlon.' Photo: Ken Meter

'stead to prov1de decent health ‘cdre. " T

agalnst, they'd support us.

,polltlcal factlons overthrow governments a—7'
. round the world. That money should be cut

from d01ng ‘those things and ‘should be chan-.
neled into. prov1d1ng human.resources like de-
cent health care in; thls country . We wouldn't
have 120%. rlse in hospltal ‘costs over.the last
10 years if money spent ‘on “defense" went ln—'

Mark The hospital management‘is trying‘to
blame rising costs on the worklng people.:
Who are the. people who do most of: the work?

‘The nurses, the a551stants, the custodians.’

The non-profeSSLOnal employees are dorng
most of the work, have the closest contact: -

Aw1th ‘the patlents, and get pald the least

Betty- ‘No one ‘asks a question if a doctor
or a surgeon raises his fees. if they™ say
they need more money, they get 1t.

Glen: Every ' state has a law agalnst publlc

employees’ striking, that is 'in effect tak~-

ing our rights away from us. :And state le-
-glslatures are respon51ble for that. 1In

other parts of the country, publlc employ~
.ees have gone out on strike anyway. ‘- We:.do
not rule out that p0551b111ty but we would
have to mobilize publlc opinion to see that

‘we have a just grleyance.

Mark: . We ve been trylng to tell people what
it is really like in a hospital and’ tell '

them Jjust what klnd of. patlent care" you re

getting; what's 'really going on. For exam-
" .ple, a patient pays $28 for an ERG test.

They do maybe 50/60 tests a day+ $20 out of

. :the $28 per'test goes to- some doctor who

" lives out’in Edina to help. publish a book
-and make ‘more money. That's where the money
-is going,  All you have to do is tell the-
‘patients that. I think that most of the

people that are theé broad base of society

-are behind us: If they knew what we do,

what we are getting pald and what we're up

Lynn. What about the other workers"f’

.

Mark: One of the thlngs that. really hurts
me is they .come up to me and ask me "Well, -

" what.did. you get us?" - Tt's.not us. -—it's
not the negotiating committee alone. It' s
5not “the- chalrperson or' the - buSlness repre-

sentatlve. . It is the whole union. "What

Yare we gettlng ourselves’“ I .ask them.

. , . v ) -/~



‘levery argument they made..

by Jack Cann - A ' .
"After several years of struggle 1nvolv1ng
rent strikes, demonstratlons, and endless
negotiations with CRA and downtown, the res-
idents of Cedar~Riverside have recently
gained con51derably more control of redevel-
opment in their nelghborhood These galns
bre in part the.result of a late August de-
cision in the Cedar-Riverside Environmental
Impact Statement. (EIS) case made by Edwaxd
Parker, a Special Master -appointed by Fede—
ral Judge Miles Lord to hear evidence. =

" . Parker found in favor of Cedar-Rlver51de Env1—

ronmental Defense Fund (CREDF)- on virtually
In the process,
.nationally important precedents were set in
both enV1ronmental and housing and redevelop~
ment ° law. : : : .

The practlcal effect of ‘'his decision has
been to force the Mlnneapolls Housing and °
Redevelopment Authority to produce a new
urban renewal plan~for the West Bank which
incorporates Parker's flndlngs."Judge Lord
is waiting to see the. MHRA's final plan be-

-—fore decldlng to 51gn Parker's flndlngs.
. ~ long?

 Parker reached several conclusions whlch i
- have’ 1mportance for env1ronmental law gene-
rally. Among the most 1mportant was that
12~

«

. sequences that couldn't be overcome.

-vr--ﬂ--~—-—-«—4

|
|
g
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the basic economic prlnc1ples and assumptlons
underlying any major Plan must be discussed

. in enough detail to allow an assessment of

those interests that run counter tO environ=-

' mental concerns; to prOV1de a basis for the

sound evaluation of alternatlves, ‘and to al-
low a full analysrs of env1ronmental effects.

. The Cedar-Rlver51de case espec1ally illus-

- trates why thls new ruling. is important. The

position of HUD on -the EIS was' that high land -

. costs made hlghrlses the only econemically

feasable housing type in Cedar-Rlver51de.
Thus the EIS focused on trying to show that -
this type of ‘development had no negative con-
How-~
ever, previously sugpressed HUD memoranda
which ,came to light at the trial showed that
land cost subsidies would have to be prov;d—

‘ed to make any development feasable.'

Wlth publlc subSLdy required for either
low or high density development, the need to
compare environmental. consequences seemed

fev1dent which leads to the question: Why was

this 1nformat10n kept from the’ publlc for so

The reasons why are bluntly summarlzed by
Parker- .



] éhnse construction were' lctated

only by proﬂt makmg and probably, tax-shelter

conslderauons.’,,’

L. "Here: the selectlve presentatlon of eVl—

o dence was accompllshed by the...expedlent
of om1tt1ng any discussion of known fal-.
licies in the underlylng ‘economic assump—,

5.hlghrlse development at. Cedar-Rivergide, -
The . :study purported to" view the possrbll-,
. "tles ‘for :a re51dent1al development -on-
5"ivery hlgh cost land which- ‘seemingly dlc-ff
- tated _high densities. It was within the
jﬁﬁknowledge of HUD that;
";necessary to Vlower! the cost-of the land.
'The hlgh ‘densities and,hlghrlse construc-
were dictated only by proflt—maklng
'and probably, tax-shelter con51deratlons.

CAMWISS 2\

: : ffects of medlum

w-rise alternatlves been compared

1ghrlse pr0posal in llght of pro-

. Jeect. econ mics,: Parker -asks: "Can 1t&be ser—
' 1ously\doubted that a vastly different pic—

‘ ~would ‘have ‘been presented to the dec151on.‘
makers and. the public?”

« ternatives receive equal consideration before

. A flnal precedent in env1ronmental law w1ll
‘be - set’ 1kaorﬁ s1gns Parker's proposed order.
Parker's order requireés’ not only a new ade—'

be in conformance w1th the new EIS.
" tional Env1ronmental Protectlon Act is thus’
finally held to be,a device for . forcing en- -
v1ronmentally sound declslons not just a
mechanlsm for exp051ng unsound ones.

- Other major 1nnovatlons 1n houSLng and re-

1ngs include: .

1) Fallure of a prOJect to meet a c1ty s .
pre551ng housrng needs (in this case, 12, 500
" units were proposed hot one of them. for lar—

mental effect and thlS fallure must be ade—;

quately con51dered when welghlng alternatlve
proposals. o ,'t-";-' . . :

2) "An FHA memorandum based-on the results .

‘result in- ‘higher tenant tran51ency, hlgher']
‘maintenance costs, and a: -higher default rate.
The ‘EIS fails to disclose apparent negative
effects of non-resident, ownership of the New.
Town on ‘the human env1ronment " Landlords,
in other words, are. env1ronmentally unsound,’

;'tlons justlfylng the, proposed hlgh den51ty*

,publlc sub51dy was. .

~ vate entrances.

.ture of the attractlveness of this project,'f
as compared to varlous feasible alternatives,

The EIS thus becomes’
-a ‘tool ‘that ensures that all development al- -

a flnal dec151on about the pro;ect is made.m”t

development law resultlng from Parker s flnd-

.ger low 1ncome famllles) is a serious.environ-

v‘rehablllt,”
of this” study shows nonresident ownershlp to

©3) M..ifull understandlng of the problem

" “‘and the eXlStlng research regardlng children

Ain hlghrlses could lead only to' a recommen-

+ " dation that families with chlldren be housed
“in lowrise units- with' assoc1ated shared open.
"aspace ea51ly superv1sed from apartments I

4) ...51gn1f1cant de51gn elements which

vencourage respon51blllty for the environment

and social 1nteract10n...1nclude- private ox
seml-prlvate open space, ‘subdivision. of the
housing into small’ units, sharlng by small
‘numbers of neighbors of common space and pri-
.Such features...encourage
proprletary feellngs and are remlnlscent of
‘important features of “the. single family home
ideal. Testlmony contrasted a lowrise clus-
ter development which maximized these fea~ .

- tures with a hlghrlse pro:ect whlch mlnrmlz—,;th>"
" ed-them. "" .

“5) Evidence at . the trial disposed of the

-myth that.a study called The Costs’ of Sprawl
.- . showed. that highrise high density hou51ng re—
“sults in a. 51gn1f1cant reduction in overall

energy consumptlon as compared to lower den-
‘sity alternatives. 'In fact, the "high den-'
;Slty" areas studied in Costs of Sprawl were

»bullt at 19 unlts/acre and closely resemblieqa’

vvers1de as it is now.. Most energy
savrngs Bf increased densxty disappear at
"about 30 unlts/acre. ‘Evidence established

quate EIS, but also’ that any future developmentthat the hlghrlse development in Cedar-River-
The Na-

51de was “an "1nord1nately high energy user"
in compar;son ‘with the typlcal city 51ngle fam—
1ly home nelghborhood . .

Parker also found that the EIS serlously

”understated air and noise pollution associa~.
“ted with the hlghrlse deVelopment- covered
.up serlous concerns of the Minneapolis Fire

Dept related _to highrise fire safety; failed
to dlscuss 1mportant open space concerns;

'and falled to disclose the project's negative’

esthétic effects on the Mississippi River
gorge. _ , L.

“As a ”esult of ‘the f1nd1ngs, the MHRA staff
has proposed a dramatlcally altered urban re-
newal plan for Cedar—Rlvers1de which stresses
1on of the older nelghborhood, low

_"rlse medlum den51ty new construction, resi-
-dent ownershlp, and prlorlty to non-proflt and

communlty—based developers..

Actlve wzth the Cedar Rlver51de Env:ronmen—

© tal Fund’ and ‘the West Bank Tenants Unidn, Jack

Cann currently staffs’ the Cedar-Riverside RAC

i ./3
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"Home

" Depressed peofle

live in depressed areas
behind boarded up windows
waiting to be rescued

by Model Cities,

{or .so. they say)

My unclel picked me up

at the bus station
in his new car

We in shiny steel- and chrome
. drove through .~

the littered streeté

‘past the rotting

houses and stores

waint no work' around here

. Everybody's. on ‘welfare
‘Your daddy aint changed

Your mama heen 51ck

" you shoulda wrote her

Boy you show have changed
How much you weigh now"

' Getting out of the car
"a pool of blood glows

in the dirty snow o

"JD cut Willie last nlght"

my uncle said -
--Roy McBrlde
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Stevens Square Crisis:

 What Hath General Mills Wrought: 7

by Karen ‘Branan , : :
Is it.right or even necessary to pay workers
half of union scale or 1less to fix. fup older
apartment buildings?: That questlon—-and

. others--is at the heart of the painful” show-
-down between the building trades unlons and
Stevens Court, Inc. : :

The*stage isSet

The" problems facing the StevenS'Square:
neighborhood --the area: south of dOWntOWn
Minneapolis:and between 4th’Ave. and LaSalle

-~ are the same problems attacklng nelghbor-j

hoods in. all American cities. -The apartment

- buildings’ age and slowly rot while landlords,

frequently absentee, refuse to invest in-
»malntenance and upkeep. . Slowly, but surely,
every aspect of neighborhood 1life beglns to.
S deterlorate. .

So it happened that General Mills was wel—’

" comed like an angel from heaven when they’

sought out Stevens Court, Inc. This firm, =
headed by James A Larson, was already buylng
.apartment bulldlngs in the nelghborhood and
rehabilitating them.
- es were known as good: nelghbors.
people suspected General Mills was in cahoots
with the city planning department. to turn

- Stevens Square intoian artsy—craftsy, high

and middle-incomeé enclave with no room -for

the’ old, poor, or translent vmost people were

joyful when the company agreed to put up $2°

"vice-president of social action, said,

Larson‘and his employe- .
‘WHile some.

‘Court/General Mills," he got action. -

million over a ten year period in exchange

-for 65% ownershlp of Stevens Court

In thelr flrst words about the pro:ect,

o General Mills® said they would make no pro-

fit; but a short month later, Cyrus Johnson,
"We .
have to’ lay to rest the idea that social re-
sponsibility is 1ncompat1ble with profit. We
have to begin to’ seek out new areas of acti-
vity where both goals can be met and where
there is a happy confluence of - proflt and .
prlnc1ple. . General Mills, he added, would
not be interested in the progect if 1t did

vnot have controlllng 1nterest

Still General MlllS planned to accept no
profits for the first ten years and after
that would only take 6%. On the" other hand,
as Dan Gustafson of the Building Trades Coun-
cil p01nts out, "they'll be in possession of

10" to 15 square blocks of very solld very
~pr1me real estate."’

{

Thlngs went well for awhlle. The project
pumped ‘energy and hope into the area., Ste-

“vens Court people planted trees and flowers,

cut grass, helped out with a fair in the -
park, held spaghetti suppers, and made use~
ful contacts downtown., Larson found that )
when he called City Hall and said "Stevens

-lS-



_ problems.
" loaded, helped a gal with emotional problemsl
-and helped with cases of chlld -abuse. People

- tionally.

" borhood .would stop or go.
"Mills had been réepresented all along -as the -
champion of Stevens Court workers and resid-

_ ents, the Building Trades became Big Labor
‘out to stomp on the Little Guys. Anti-=labor

W

“It seemed that the happy conﬂuence of proflt and soclal

responsnblhty sought by General Ml“S was |mpossmle. ..

"We've keépt the power right down here in .
the basement of’ Stevens'Court,“ he says,; ‘
rlght here on the street.. People come to’

" this w1ndow and yell at us, tell us their
We catch.the alkies when they're

“have financial problems, we go over their
budgets. -
lives. .

We post jobs., We're involved emo-

That's a community, function,”

The Crunch Comes BT

“Then came the crunch. The plasterers, la-
" borers, steamfltters, and other workers who
were busy “"tastefully restoring" Stevens Ct. )
were “community labor™ (though.half lived
elsewhere and ‘some Of the others moved in to
get the work), not union "labor. They were
maklng $3. 00 ‘to $7. an hour with most maklng )
$3.00 to $4. -They were working jobs that
pay $8 to' $18 when unionized. Some of the
work, ‘like window repairs, was being done
plecework Gustafson maintains, "by guys, .
their wives, and kids working like coolies '
in their basements. The unions can't com-
pete w1th that sort of thing even at $2 an
hour

The‘unions picketed Stevens Court, demand-
ing that-General Mills unionize the job. When
the Minnesota AFL-CIO started.to set up the
machlnery for a national boycott of General
Mills products,'the company pulled out of
Stevens Court, saying if they had to pay
union wages they'd probably have to double
the rents on the rehabed units. .

It seemed that the happy confluence of .
profit and social responslblllty sought by
General Mills was 1mp0551ble:unless ‘the AFL-
CIO unions agreed to ignore the non-union
crews working for Stevens Court.  The Build-
ing Trades were given sole responsibility
for deciding whether General Mills' model
for rehabiliatating a deteriorating neigh-

. Because General

sentiment grew. Who could blame General
‘Mills for pulllng out?

Jlm Larson: sald, "Somewhere along the line °

I knew labor would want to part1c1pate, ‘but
- I thought they would have a consc1ence that

'/b'

N

We're involved in people's pr1vate7

riwould make room for the economlcs of rehabi-
slitation and let the labor movement grow a

llttle progre551vely "

Danlele. Sherrdan,_executive'director of

“the Minnesota Society of Architects, writing
-in Architecture Minnesota, said, "Stevens
" Court is only one skirmish in a larger en-

‘counter which must 1ead the constructlon in-

“dustry labor unions to temper demands into

the realm of reason. . Unions must be realis-
tic and realize that they too have a social
respon51blllty. After all, it would seem

i

",unfortunate to have Wheaties become only the

breakfast of NON-union champlons "

What Has General Mills Shown Us?

Meantlme, however, there has ‘been virtual-

.'ly no public questlonlng of General Mills'

position in this matter. Who is this com-
pany that cannot help provide decent, rea-
sonable inner-city housing unless it pays-
non-union wages to the workeérs? ‘A closer
look' at General Mills might give the reader
a more balanced view,

This enormous corporation operates on five

. continents and is growing rapidly. Over the
- past two fiscal years, while many, companies

were squeezed and some went under, General
Mllls' profits increased 18% sach year. Last
Septembér they reported a 28% jump in first-
quarter earnings -at 27.3% above those of the
previous year,'"the hlghest three-month earn-
ings level in the company's history." Last
year their total tax bill was only 4.9% of
their 1ncome and wages and benefits for em-
ployees amounted to only '17. 4% of their in-
come. It would take a Stevens Court worker
sweating away at $3 an hour 56 years to earn
what General Mills' ‘president earns in one
year: 3336, OOO.I ‘

There are a number of different way5<that
General ‘Mills could help underwrite a pro- .

. " gram of rehabilitation for the residents of
'Stevens ‘Square, short of . redlstrlbutlng in-

caome. They could use their considerable

-findncial resources and influence to obtain

funding from an FHA or HUD program for ac-
quisition and rehabilitation of buildings.
which would eventually be owned and managed
by those who -currently live there. Such a
pfogram could provide prevailing wages for
workers, rents or monthly payments 4in reach
of a low-income family, and resident owner-
ship of improved houslng, all of which seem

i
*
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: “lf anyone needs an example of why thls system doesn’t work

thls isit.”

~ ‘like desirable’objectives if you're: willing

to use: publlc a551stance to make it work.

General Mills, however, has been determin—>
ed- to prove that capitalism, not even that
mixed public/private finance variety, can
provide decent housing for people. It has
taken General Mills with ltS -vast finances
and resources to convince many people that 1t
can't. Howard Vogel, a law professor who. -
served on the’ communlty negotlatlng task
force, says, "If anyone needs an example of
‘why thlS system doesn't work), thls is it.

2

The People Speak Out
' Llstenlng to ordlnary people involved in
the Stevens Square crisis probably gives us
all the:information we need to understand
the 51tuat10n. ot
" A factory worker and a-resident- "% bunch
of people are saying we've got to support -
the union because big business is out to .
bust the. unions. “~That's true. Look what's -
going on all over, the country.. It always
happens int hard tlmes. But it's high time
we took a look at our: unlons, too. The AFL-
. CIO has one. helluva 1ong history of sellouts"
behind it. Look a "a lot of those. unions in .
New York Clty, turning’ pen31on funds and
strike funds: and .other: employee benefits .
over to the’banks »‘The folks who'! re saylng

-and turn this country around.

- markably heavy;handed

" dislike them.

" profit already.

Inc., shates space with tenants in this building. KM

17

there's not much difference between Big Bus-
iness and.Big Labor ‘aren't too far wrong.

. But you don't deal- with that by joining wup.

with General Mills. Rank and file workers,

“‘minorities, unefployed people,;community )

worisars, ‘all of us have got to get togethér
* We need a
movement that will strike at the heart of
this system. And it won't happen as long as -
people are playing these Big Bu51ness/Blg

_Labor/communlty—control games.

Charlie Ellis,. SSCO- "There are two very
important questions: why did General Mills

“get into this knowing unions were going to
.come -down on them?

Why did the unions walt
so long.to step in? .Maybe it was because
their convention was coming up and they want-.

‘ed to make .2 show of strength for their mem-
. bers.

Maybe it was because Larson was mak-
ing ‘it and they were. afraid he was going to
set a model. But they were so clumsy, so re-
'They didn't really
have to do it that way; “they just made people
The attitude of the public was
clearly antl—unlon and pro-General Mills.,
That's obwiously one reason General Mllls got
involved in the flrst place.

Eileen Guthrie, counselor-'"Alderman Netwal‘
said General Mills can afford to pay. What
are we talkLng about? They had cut ‘their

They could invent.a new cer-
. : ] - :




" eal;and ‘make more.;

; tallst system, 'so I don't

. That was_naive.

: they won't.

" - 'union.

- against: Blg Labor.

i “So l started thmkmg about this program wrth all |ts7 :
- concessnons bemg requlred of httle people e’

not: attacklng; That's not to say General

~oMills is‘a’ ‘white knlght. , Given ‘some little
'_shlfts in attitude on both sides, ‘they could

‘- have worked' things ‘out.

B off'longer‘the p0551b111t1es ©0f corporate:

. communlty and people communlty getting to-j‘

- 'gether, -

* housing and- only the - corporatlons and the

We're just: puttlng

The government is getting out of:

people can get together."

"i

Del Rayson, property manager, Stevens Court

"I always was dubious about the progect from”
the beginning. . I ‘don't believe in this capi~

swer to the urban housrng problem._

thought it would become a natlonal movement.
- It's a class solution. It
provides hous1ng for the lower middle class .
and the poor. have :to. gointo more circum- =
_scribed housing.
encourages every segment ‘to exp101t its’ ‘own'
self. " I'd be supportive of unions if they
organized people here, but ‘they didn't and ‘
They have to fight for. their .
ex1stence. That's. a reality ‘of the times.
a lot of people here feel good- about" -General
Mills part1y~because they feel bad. about the
There's a bullt-ln ‘dimension in' the
system to pit ‘people agalnst each other on

every ocdasion that presents 1tself, organla-'

ed against the nonorganlzed black'against °
whlte, etc,

I ‘don't know whether they're consc1ous of
that‘but unconsc1ously General Mllls operates
11ke that, too."~,"f A :

- A plasterer.,“dlm Larson and some of the

'others .go around .talkKing about the $20,000 =

a.year. constructlon worker and that gets
everybody riled and makes. threm swing. to his

’51de, but that s not,the real story by a

longshot ‘Maybe ‘there are some of those

. guys’ getting that.much; but most of us make

about half that and less ‘and when you. “talk

: about breaking down those -high wages you' re

talklng aboat dorng the same - to us, "o

YA union: constructlon .worker: "They ve got
thls “thing all wrong. It's not Big Business
It's not even a big labor
versus unemployed and ‘minorities. -

Nobody s ‘talking about why it comes .
down . o, decent wages or falr rents. - I.saw in.

r.the'paper ‘the other' day that General Mills'
- B -

That's worth. rewardlngp'f

'said their debt was $338 million.

~whose interest is- thls°“
'thlnklng about this program with all its con-
see. thls as: any an-
"I'.can see
- why Jim has run -into the” problem he has; he

That's the way the systemh-

From the beglnnlng corporatlons:
) have acted to divide labor and keep it Weak

People -axre ' .
being lsed; people are being set against one
~ another ™’

nety earnlngs for the first half of “the fiscal
-year were almost’ $59. million; but it also
People
" have .got - to start’ talking about how this. sys-

ftem works,’ why we have to make these choices,
;«'why workers are belng sacrlflced "

A\woman who llves in Stevens Square and

f'works in a pursing home: "Lately I've been

thinking of factions or™ programs in terms of
what they would mean if they were carried .
out ‘all over the world. - I ask myself %in
And so I started

cessions belng requlred of little people and
so l‘;tle concession required of those’ who

' control the money and resources and then I

really got scared. Looklng at things that
way ‘sure changes the complex1on of things."

Some Lessons"

Jim Larson belleves that ". . .lt is. . very
51gn1f1cant to the country that communltles
organize themselves’ politically, soc1ally,
economlcally.ﬂt .for survivall"™ He's right.
But ‘his and General Mills' attempts to do

' so raise some crucial. 1ssues. (1) Could

General Mllls, with the use of direct feder-
Al housing subsidies, have salvaged its re-
hab scheme for Stevens Square? ' Probably}
but without substantlally more - federal money
for housing instead of defense, for example,
_Stevens Court would only have limited na-
tionwide appllcatlon. Hardly -a model, - (2)

_ﬁCouldn't organized re51dents and labor to-
gether collaborate to provide reasonable new

and rehabed inner=city. housing wrth federal .
support? : Sure, its . been done in. other parts
of the. countryg but unless residents and °

7_workers are willing to push. for- employlng

people to rehab houses instead of building

o bombers not enough federal money will be

~available to ‘realistically deal with the
“local, let alone, the national housing prob-
‘blem. If these changes are difficult to
~imagihe,, it may be enough for the Present

- to, realize that General Mills and Stevens

'Court, Inc; have helped hlghllght the need -
‘for” these changes. : . A

5pec1al thanks to Steve SMlth and Larry
Dunham fbr a551st1nq with this artlcle. s

Karen Branan, a re51dent of Powderhorn ‘Park

hnelghborhood and actlve member of the Twin |
- Cities Women's Unlon, teaches. Women’'s studies
- at Experlmental Collége, University of Minn.
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by Ann Waterhouse . . RS
The' response to the energy crisis has cofue

_df energy'cdntrol,.namgly government and- -
" big business. = - ' o

3 The>governmenth response 'includes (1)
‘.. legislating yarious‘conservation’measurés,[

(2) ‘increasing the research and development .
budget to the Féderél:Energy°Administratidﬁ"g
and (3) programming funds to glean all exist~.
ing ‘natural resources from within U.S. boun=

- daries.. ’
: Big.business has. chipped in by prddﬁéihg )
. 9lossy promotionals, lobbying for legisla-
tion and‘developiqg new commercial products,

using our tax dollars to ‘subsidize research

that will eventually bring them profits.

'Thééé'meaSureé‘mayanot-only be too late to
‘deal realistically with the crisis we have
reached, but they alsc fail to change the
way energ? is-distributed. The same people
continue to .profit using new technology. New
‘resources like:solar energy can be: exploited
© in"the sam ' ' h

CTo develo§4énféhérgy3$?stéﬁithét we ¢an'con+
trol, we must decentralize...In.a decentrdl- :
ized energy system, neighbotrhoods and’” commun-

ities could work together .to provide for
their energy needs in a cooperative way.
This' could mean two households working to-
‘gether to conserve energy, or it ‘could meéan
an entire community banding together to set

up -their own power station.

A méve toward decentralization will have
, to come from small local oxganizations; it -

groups are;increasingly'demonst:afing their
ability to assume control.1‘Alonngith*con='
trol comés immediate contact with the" tech-

nology: , the equipment"canvbe understood rat- :.
Furthermore,* smallscale
cooperative efforts can allow for ekperimen-

her than mystified.

tation without billions of dollars being -
spent. - e e N

~-The Winona Project is one ekample of how
-decentralization could work. - This project,

- executed by a group of architecture'studehts;i
at.the!U of uM, proposes wayss by which ‘the : - :

community of.27,000.could halp itself become
energy self-sufficient By, the year 2000.

‘Craft and food cooperatives, integrated

- ZO - e ke iy

A\mlustudy.
- better quality of life is possible with

same way that coal and.oil have begn;‘i

“months.

. ° " | . being considered,
certainly won't come from ;the top. Community :

- could lead the way for other communities to .

SN L AL L s, -

\ - o . N Ry

 Taking Charge of Energ

. “Todevelop an energy system-that'_Wé can control, we must decentralize.”

RSN

- food and waste systems, bio-fuels, recycl-

1 , o ihg, land#intensive gardening, acquatic
largely from‘theﬁhighly"centralized Sources - - food production units; wind generators and

- ‘solar collectors for heating and coaling

were among the Systems recommended by the
The project demonstrates that a

less energy consumption.-

. The Winona Project highlighted several
advantages of alternate energy sources like
the sun and the wind: (1) they are renew-
able, almost inexhaustible; (2) they are
non-polluting and not dangerous, (3) more .
energy is produced ‘than is used in collect—
ing’ it (unlike coal gasification and nuc-
- lear power which consume more than is pro-
duced), and (4) they operate at a scale at

. which a community itself can. control.

© The Cedar-Riverside community in Minnea-
polis intends to utilize energy-efficient

; - systems and design.in any new housing de-

velopment. - The community is vying for con-
trol of new development through a Community
Development Corporation (CDC). '
Utilizing p;eSent'techhology could mean
designing multiple unit homes, as much as
possible, to fit the Minnesota climate, tak

. ing into account wind directiOn,.sun radia-
. tion and natural environmental protection,
. Ventilation can be aided by design so that

«air would circulate naturally in the summer
Building partially underground and
utilizing the ground as insulation, accord-
ing to Dr. Tom Bligh of the U of M could .

' save 70 to’ 80% of the,heating and cooling

energy.  Solar and wind generators are also/ .
_ , This project could be
the first of its kind 'in the country and

A

utilize similar technologies.

- Each of us must begin now to make our lives
as energy efficient and self-sufficient as
possib1e¢v-Helpipg-to establish community

‘groups that have the ability and the local

credibility to organize for decentralized
energy control can be a beginning step. If
we make this a priority for our community

we may live to See new eneréy,pxiorities be-
gin to improve our quality of life.” . "= N\

énn is a board member, of the West Bank . -
Community Developmeht Corporation '
#r S e b - B
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:Energy Savmg

Energy-Sav1ng is a’ corner grocery
which you ¢an walk to:
by the places of your frlends

and Damn, that's not bad Home Brew,'

_Lester,

and Look, there' s‘the%neléhborhood

“hundred-year-old Lattle old’ Lady

out with her dog Rat = |

and here I am Old Bearded Boy Scout
helplng her over thls snowbank . .
just like every day, - R
just like .the Funnies . :

]
I3

and éay, Loulse, your new storm windows.
are looklng fine -

but isn't that my hammer you borrowed,vt

six elght months. ago

1 to kill roaches?

_and WbW»Duster_Brown; where'd you get

those NEW BOOTS shining in the snow!?!v
and when you gonna be five? I'll
be there. '

and when you get to the store you'd
better be prepared to talk in depth !
because a lot's been happenlng )
51nce you've been ‘gone. -

‘No Questlon About It,~

Energy-Saving '

is gonna cost you

a little Time. o S
' o " ~-=Jim Lenfestey

/

Energy-Savmg

The Cloudy F uture
;of anesota

Everybody s plssed off at
South Dakota :
because that state's
cloud-seeding program

"is shading out

our’solar collectors.

The 1eg1slature is calllng for
an 1nvest1gatlon i

of the rumored link between
“the Gas Company and

the South Dakota Department of Agrlculture.

. The governor s place

has been without stored heat
for days

and he has to fire up ‘the _
old wood stove to heat water
to wash the dlshes

It's sald he s

thlnklng of " walklng up

to .the North Shore

. fand the hell with it,

==Jim Lenfestey

- -21-



by KemMeter . mde
-Who is served by the federal grants for
 ,energymresearqh? Certainly not. the r

" ers, and although we are ent

ﬁlIﬂ{faéffffeaefal«?éhergyﬁ mdney'i:_primar;7

ily'direéted~tq weapéns7research; ,Wh5§¢§bes
trickle out for a1ternative-energykggVelopf

ment; is mostly a subsidy for large. corpora~ .

tions, or is aéaaemic.researéh.thattéhlyfthe

‘military or a“co;porationlcan.makeiuSéfbﬁ,,'-

4 s : : SO N
;j“Mbét;»Qutant'allL'ofnﬁhe-féderélzmoney
r-for;enexgy*is,administered:b- DA (E:
Resééréhfghd\Devélbpment,ﬁdm;n stration) . .
‘whose ‘stated purpose is to “commercialize"
' solar enefgy.‘“Tha£ is,~Ft¢‘prévideffof the
* development and.démoﬁstfation'of practical
- Means to employ solar energy on a commercial
scale.” ¢

ion of that (or not quite 0.4 per cent).

directed to solar'energy?sv"commgrcialfzatibn."

ans spbsidizing
large corporations so they can-eventually

"Commercialization™ me

make "a profit producing solar energy. equip~

- ‘ment. The govermment paysjgorgozaticns;~:ff

to research energylsystemsiuntil they éan be

ch-For Whom?
'shown to be commercially viable--at that
" point,.
esidents .- up their operations to manufacture energy
of twin city’neighborhoods. Although we are . . i pr ‘
'vQQ%»ofithefpeéplgfin‘Minneap¢lis and ;St.. Paul,
'»,énd‘althou§ﬁ,mést,of>uS'ére frugal enérgy us- .
; ’ irely dependent '
.. on fossil fuels for heat,. we seem to'be the:,
. last people to benefit from;the;fédefalv&ole;P,"

In Fiscal Year 1976, ERDA is auth- -
orized to spend .$2.8 Billion, with $110 Mil=-- - :

"ESTIMATED AMOUNTS INCLUDED IN THE FY-1976
' |PRESIDENT'S BUDGET TO THE CONGRESS" (Minn, )

i Solé:,-Geothermél and Advancea . L
$1,;421,000

|’ -Solid state and low temperature

.TOTAL _ §1T,727,000

Energy Systems Development .
~Experimental Nuclear Physics' . (700,000)]. -
~Theoretical and High Energy - R
~ Physical Résearch = ) ., .(353,000)
--Electronically”excited states Co
and radiation chemistry of R
organic systems , L (-73,000)|
" ~Chemical radioactivity (. 40,000)
-Reactions of ions with atomic .
and molecular free radicals  '( 35,000)
~Ductile-Brittle Temperatures P §
in Fe~binary alloys ( 43,000)}.

‘line.. Why shouldn't that money co

-our lives,
is happening. N

physics _ . - .(177,000) :
JFossil Energy Development . 200,000
‘Nuclear Energy Development - /- 895,000
Environmental and‘Safety Research. 277,000
Space Nuclear Systems ] - 100,000
National Security——Weapons’ 8,934,000

- |source: controiier's Office, ERDA, Jan 1976
e22- o '

the ccrporations can feel safe‘géaring_

quipment, .and turn a handsome profit, since
the trial and error of experimenting, and

‘the marketing studies, will have already:
-been paid\fq; by you and me.

Such;éprporate'welfare has led to the
grant of $8 Million to four companies

cincluding Honeywell to develop“an electri-

city generator fueled by the sun (called a

3 ;"Power”mower"); ”5353'000 went to Honeywell
_ ,for”an,experimental,éolar-collector (which
‘was set up at Brooklyn Center.Jr. High).

Another sum has beeﬁ_g;énted for a traveling
solar laboratory_whiph’bqth collects data

.about the sun and-publiéizes solar energy.

Honeywell also was given $172,000 to study
wind power in Northeastern Minnesota (by
making a computer simulation). ‘Faribault's

Sheldahl corpbration has also been allocated
© $340,000 to studyfsol;r heating systems.

Those figures are part Gf ERDA's 1975
expenditures.- What is slated for this year? -
The table below shows ERDA's allocations to
Minnesota in FY 1976.. As you can see, none
of the money labeled "Solar, Geothermal, and
Advanced Energy'5ystems"’is'really for the
development of reneWable.energy sources.

Actually, the monéy'will»grimarily go for
" radiation and high energy physics research at .

the U of M. Of ERDA's Minnesota budget:

- --No'research is aimed at answering
comprehansively a community's energy
needs., - : ' o o

~~No research is aimed at building
-models of community-controlled energy,

--No research listed here is diréctly

' concerned with alternatives to fossil
or nuclear fliels,. - )

- =-$9 Million is devoted: to weapons research

7—$l'Million is designated directly for
"~ ¢ -nuclear power development. o

We end up Paying, either way. We pay for
fesearch‘through tax moneys, ' and we pay for
the product once it comes .off the assembly .
me directly
back to us (via community-run organizations) -
to plan for our own cdmmunity's'energy needs?

~ The only excuse for such large federal
expenditures is to give us more control over
 Right now, just the opposite-

/

,Tbéﬁksrtb Dan Flaherty‘fbr research belp.‘;
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New Alchemists experlment'w1t

by AL Wroblewski o . .
Empowering neighborhood people to gain a blgger

- voice in their. lives. and the lives- of their

communities is crucial’ to healthy survival. As
important as this is, very few: concrete steps
“ have been taken to shift . power: .and - control from

big government and big buSiness to the neighbor--man and the planet.

hood.

N

An ahtion which potentially could help in: that

shift is taking control of energy ‘away from.
giants like NSP and putting it, 1nstead in the
hands of neighborhood consumers. ’

One approach might be public ownership of util-
ities. Another, more radical route, might be |
to decentralize energy collection. . Instead of
one giant power plant, sprinkle,Windmills or
solar collectors throughout the city-.and coun-
tryside. So little serious thought has been .
_given.to this idea that one ‘has to search far
and wide to find experiments ‘that may apply to
. changing the way energy is controlled and: made -
available here 1n the .Twin Cities: :

.

ev1ces de51gned for self-sufficiency.

Photo by Al WrobleWSki

sun.rays, t6 heat rooms full of plants, or
tanks of eatable flSh ;

Quoting from their Journal, “The New Alchemy
Institute is a small, international organiza—
.tion for research and education on behalf of
‘We seek solutions that can
can be used by individuals or small groups who
“are. trying to create-a greener, kinder world.
It is our, belief . that ecological and social
transformations must ‘take place at the lowest
levels of soc1ety if. mankind is to direct hlS
course towards a saner tcmorrow e

I'expectea to see'row'upon row of domes, wing-
mills, solar disks and cells, green houses,
gardens, rectangular ponds, and what have you.
Instead, " the Institute fills 'an unassuming
white frame farm House and barn. Not far from

!

. these two buildings is a modest sized garden,
_'some’ fields,'trees, and a handful of small

structures containing various experiments. ‘
Dotting the skyline are three or four windmills.

Two experiments caught ny attention.‘ The first

One prOJect which strives to break down,the mas- is an attempt raise fish for the dinner table.

siveness of energy collection so that 1nd1v1du—
als and small groups can use available energy -

resources is going o6n in Woods Hole, Massachu—
setts.
needs of - neighborhoods, the project.called the,
New- Alchemy Institute does. offer some lnSlghtS
and hopes which you would never get from Nor-

thern States Power Company.

v . '

The Institute is comprised of 15 or so young
scientists and ecoIBgists who experiment with
ways to harness free energy, like the wind and

o

While not-focuSing their efforts on ‘the

in cold climates year 'round. After trying
several techniques, the one found to be most
successul involves plastic drums, 4 feet in
diameter by 5 feet high. ©On top are small geo=
desic domes. for capturing sunlight. Inside . h
are the ‘fish swimming about in water. The wa-

_ter'retains the heat collected during the day.

The second experiment permits the growing of

plants ‘under excellent growing conditions re-
gardless of the temperature outside. The In-‘
‘stitute's newest structure, ‘the solar heated

-23-“ .
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: L,clgl'lleve_lyof .
karrangement o .

hot house permlts light to -enter through pan'
els of translucent plastic. A white wall in-

- gide reflects llght,ordlnarlly lost. A small:
pond stores some ‘of - the heat,. Frogs, 1nsects, :
‘worms and plants share the’ interior, .Plants v.ﬂ

Y

with the 1nformatlon accumulated

" While v151t1ng the Instltute s farm, I felt an/
. absence of the stressas, polltlcal hassles, '

are placed,ln different pdsitions to, learn of
thelr reactlons to varled\condltlons. Ultl—-_
‘the’ sc1entlsts will: gain knowledge a—f*
re'prospects of’ralslng vegetables” and *

y 'dlble plant . products ‘not ordl'arlly
pos51ble or: economlcal . . i

~

In warmer. months, the Instltute studles methods
of small Scale farmlng and gardenlng ich ;
not requlte chemlcal fertlllzers an

At thls p01nt the flndlngs of.thecInstltute do
not translate . 1nto usable schemes ‘on: the nelgh-
borhood level. They remain: solldly within the-
realm of research “But the Institute is asklng
" the rlght questions about - ‘energy and breaklng

down corporatlons' stranglehold on 1ts control

. Nevertheless, the Instltute boasts some remark—

able qualltles. Workers have impeccible back-
grounds in’'science’ and research. A .cooperative
work arrangement has been achieved. A high or-
der of return on dollar 1nvested is ev1dent

- .
The sc1ent1f1c sophlstlcatlon does create a-
problem, It makes it hard to popularize the
Institute's work, to make it understandable in
‘simple language. If the Institute is commit-
-ted to grassroots change, then more attentlon
should be ‘paid to equipping ordinary people

~

Slnce the thrust of the Instltute is-educa=-
‘tional and research-orlented, the people there:
do not _spend much time marketlng Or mass pro-.
ducing plans, models, or kits which might be
bought up by do—lt-yourselfers.

confusron, ‘conflict and other burdens weighing
heav1ly on. the shoulders of :neighborhaod: dwell-
ers,  The farm is a near utopla. ‘One could ar-
gue that the Institute's dellberate, ‘steady
-style presents an answer to the w1lly-nllly
"pace of the city. .But, is it feasible for the
nelghborhood to take oh the mellow- cbaracter of
the country side? Is the sometlmes frantlc =
-spirit a fundamental part of the nelghborhood
“fiber? Remov1ng oneself from the nelghborhood
the Instltute has av01ded some thorny problems . .
-24" :

-,

f the improbable.

money.
_ unigue.
the mystery of science and technology.,

. Iike what to-do with people who are put out of

work because of 'a thrt to new enerqy sources

The . Instltute 1s not qeared toward self-rell-.
ance itself. Rather.it focuses on developing
technlques for others to be sel‘—rellant

nInstltute workers seem metlculous at recoxd

;keeplng, paylng attentlon to detail, and good,
,-honest ‘monitoring of experlments.
;e;rlgor is. often lacklng in many alternatlve pro-
-ijects.'

Sadly, thlS

A. passage from-Barbara and Al Haber's
artlcle, "Gettlng By with a Little Help from

_f}our Friends,". emphasizes the point, “There is
¥« -already too much unanalyzed, unshared experl-
‘. .ence. -

Progects are carried out w1thout eValu—
ation. Work proceeds on 1mpulse, vague formu-
lations, romantlcally hopeful projections of
"We are basing. too much hope
that we will stumble into a revolutlon, that
our 1ntu1tlon will be: suff1c1ent to show us the
way to a decent world." In answer, the- Insti-
tute. responds with clear, responSLble experi-

‘mentatlon, evaluatlonn and effort to share data.

Much of the sharlng comes about through the -
Journal of the New Alchemists published sporadl-
cally. Outside the Popular .Science domain and.

‘a bit more academic than Mother Earth, News, the
“-Journal appeals to an academlc/lntellectual au-

dlence. Hereln lles a dllemma.

On the one hand the Instltute needs to make an
image of respectablllty for itself: profession-

. al, somewhat mystical, ecological, and eloquent

It has to ‘look. blgger than life to get grant
It must become extraordlnary, uncommon,
Counterlng this, is the need. to destroy

If the ‘Institute shook off its cloak of special-
ness, people might respond with a shrug and a.
"so what? Another bunch of ecology freaks who

‘have dropped out,"

~On the other hand, cloaklng itself with a veil

of mystery and supernatural power, the Institute
"might strike the fancy of many a curiosity seek-
er. Certainly an "international. institute"
-which "hopes to help restore the, lands, protect
. the seas, and inform the earth s stewards" must
be llstened to.

Mystery is trlcky bu51ness. It can get money
.and hold people's attention. It can awe the
average person lnto numbness,/d01ng little to

' enhance the power of that individual: to. assume

more control ;over his or her life,




T “The Institute’ scasua |
. makes mequestlon thepolitlcal phllosophyofthe’program.”"

gard for popularizing i mdmgs

A way. to overcome. some of the mystery Whlle
still. keeplng people s attentlo s to’ draw
;upon tradltlons .. The" strongest ev1dence of
this is. the Institute's occasional ude of

poetry and’ quotes from Shakespeare and modern—<

'<daznecologlsts, none' of Wthh dlps into the
-psyche of \most people. A much rmore’ srgnlf—
“.icant -tradition. the Instltutevmlght tap is

. ithe ‘Do-It Yourself. theme.’ A‘perfect follow-
"Hup t6 ‘their- sc1ent1f1c papers -would be
'publlcatlon of down to earth: practlcal guldes
_to gardenlng w1thout chemlcals, backyard
‘flsh harvestlng, w1ndmllllng, or’ hot- hou51ng.
:They have prrnted a. useful gulde ‘to their
~methane work, but I'd llke to see more.‘_

By 1ot‘11nk1ng 501ent1f1c mysterles to the_',
language and tradltlons of common people,

the Instltute runs the- rlsk of’ serving a
thin* ‘slice*of . the populatlon, a-slice which
,already has ‘the SklllS to dec1pher the

Instlt e 's code.v' '

ts flndlngs makes me questlon the
cal: phllosophy of the- program. While
\learly a concern for global well-

attempts“to ‘alter government pollc1es regard—
ing: alternatlve energy or to organlze com-
munltles to assume control of energy '
resourc ST L . e

"Everythlng the’Instltute does ‘has tremendous
‘polltlcal content whether it is con501ous or:

. not.,

/

Certalnly the focus of:thelr research
is politically correct, i.e.y, emphasrzlng '
small—scal'henergy productlon, decentrallza-
“tion, feedback systems, low ‘cost, self-=",
rellance, “low ‘energy usage, cooperatlon ;
1nstead of: mpetltlon.. But, ;s it enough
“to do. enjoyable research and present the
flndlngs ‘inan attractlve package°' I
“believe the’ llnk between experlment and

'w1despread changes in the’ polltlcal control

of energy must be strengthened

In splte of my cr1t1c1sms of the Instltute,

I. find their work refreshlng and stimulating.
But I am ari’ lntellectual ‘and. in touch with
~the’ academlc tradltlon they draw upon. And '
perhaps the expectatrons I place upon them

are too-great. even. though they have portrayed
themselves as playlng a monumental role in
the ‘survival of the human .race. Perhaps
expectatlons should be placed -on others as.
well v .

People llke myself, who straddle that fence
between the Dreamers and.the Doers, maybe
must ultlmately act to confront 1nequ1t1es
whlch rob people ‘of the rlght to energy. .
Make no mlstake, the’ Institute is making

an important’ contribution. And, in-a ]
sllghtly mystlcal way, is helping close the
dap between the Dreams and the Deed. For
thlS 1t should be commended.

-Al publlshes the trl-weekly Mlnnesota_
Leader - - -

“Many layers of .plastic
.on. top. of this dome trap
- ‘the sun's heat to create
“a near-tropical environ-
ment inside. Carefullg
designed so that plants,
algae, and water animals
all feed each other's
growth, this some is one
of -the food supplies for
' the Naw Alchemists' farm.
(Note ‘these photos were
‘taken in January) Photo.
Al Wroblewskl.,
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'~;L vegetables grown in a rooftop greenhouse, .

flat, unused roofs.'

B
-~

' On ‘the West Slde of* Chlcago a. communlty

group is about to, harvest its first crop. of -

- The group'is ‘the Chrlstlan Action Mlnlstrygii
CQAM), and “the greenhouse is but one‘of ' °

several demonstratlon progects they have "f{
CAM sees itself as an educatlonal S

going.
_ health, and family sexvice agency which is
trylng to demonstrate that nelghborhood,,”
human-scale approaches to urban problem—
501V1ng can ‘be both- practlcal and effec-
the."g“ _ ...,f, v
.The problems they re tackllng are seri~
‘ous, probably as bad in texms of degree, .
scale and rate of. 1nten51f1cat10n as those -
in any urban. area ln the: country." ‘In just
four square mlles there are 160, 000 people,
mostly black. " About one-third of the re-
sidents are on some kind of: state aid. The -

: bulldlngs in the area are old (bullt in the

1930's) and worn-out, mostly brlck two -
flats. The people have been and still are

C going through a ‘lot, but they persist. Some

of théem, with CaAM. support, are’ dlgglng in,
establishing- footholds in the cllmb toward
nelghborhood renewal,

The greénhouse 1tself is a prototype, )
built atop still" another CAM project-- a
"second chance school" for drop-outs. The

. school's graduates built ‘the greenhouse

themselves., Eventually, CAM hopes to bulld
greenhouses on many more of the area's build-
ings. Residents view. the greenhouses both

© as ‘a means to year-round quality food, and

as a demonstratlon of the ‘link between food
and energy costs.,
sible uses of rooftop solar heating units
will be- explored '~ Solar heat seems parti-
cularly well-suited to the nelghborhood'

’

Grow1ng nutrltlous food is only one ap—
proach to meetlng the neighborhood's health
needs. Several years ago a task force of -
local people, in conjunctlon w1th a group

. from Northwestern University, became so ,'“'
frustrated by existing medical services in..
the area that they decided to try and com-
pletely rethink the problem. They went to

¥

7local communlty hospltals and obtained xec-

ords on the frequency and dlstrlbutlon of

-”-

trowing Healthy Food
Inside Ch1ca,g'o

: "Res:dents vnew the greenhouses both as a means to. year-round quality
' food and asa demonstrahon of the Imk between food and energy costs.’’

" related to traffic.

" lem in the area.

- half they brought in 145 stray dogs.

If a future project; pos-

. varlous health condltlons in. the area. Then
after deoodlng the medlcal labels, they pro-.

. ceeded to 1dent1fy the cause of those ‘con=-
7_ dlthnS.‘ ) o - o

~

It was determlned for example, that many
of the broken bones and lacerations  that
‘children received in the neighborhood. were .
Improving the neighbor- '
hood's traffic flow thus. ‘became more impor-

v

" tant then brlnglng in new medlcal serv1ces.

More recently,.they found that animal
(rodents, dogs) bites were a serious prob-
(Had they gone to the
Health Department or local hospitals they
might have been given innoculations against
- the effects of the blteS or nothlng at all,)

. Instead, they announced they were offering
" a $5 reward for every biting animal captur-

ed or held. . Over a period of a month and a
In ad-
dition, "health clubs"™ have been formed,
through’ which residents are brought - toget- -
‘her to deal with some of the chronic prob-
Iems people in the area.have, and to develop
strategies for dealing w1th health that:rely
1ncreas1ngly on resources under their own
cdntrol. .

. CaM's act1v1t1es can be viewed as an in-
stance of a grow1ng phenomenon --communlty
problem-solving. - Unwilling to take anything
for granted-about' the institutions claiming
to help them, they decided instead to define

" and carry out projects that are direct res-
ponses’to the problem area in question.

Whereas modern medlcal theraples tend to
1solate individuals- as ‘patients, CAM's
health programs bring them together to

work: around a common interest. =

In addltlon, thelr work relles primarily
on available and understandable resources. .
For CAM and a grow1ng number of urban nelgh-
borhoods, it's not just a dJuestion of being
treated badly by ex1st1ng institutional ‘ar-

" rangements; it's a question of realizing )
-they can struggle against many of thelr pro-
- blems better themselves. -

Tom Dewar teaches at’ tbe School of Publlc

Affalrs, Unlver51ty of Mlnnesota.



_n Washmgton

ILSR photo.

S e S "The Institute staff has Jegun “tor

s.'out of the .year, Minnesota . ‘examine the concept of 'viable city .
f*its fresh produce.ﬁ To=- gstates. How far,can wewgo_toward self-
‘celery-and cabbage——all are ' suff1c1ency° _Because bY’dOng this
_ but often arrive as tasteless o we can measure how lightly we can, _
‘agribu51ness.products. o E . 3\’ v tread on the natural environment, and
‘ poe . L . . . how far we can stop living off the
Moreover, energy costs are fully one-fourth .. rest of the world. Ecology means in-
' of food.\ How. much more will tne terdep andence, but it also means in-

‘dependenceh_humans and nature living

1n§ and trdoklng lncrease° Will we need to ' . in-harmony. but not necessarily peo-

pay' utlandlsh _sums for staples? Will citrus - ple living in complete interdependence
- : even be available? Can or. a globaT scale. :Small is the scale

we proteotvourselves by growing some of our of nature. ‘

own food rlght here in the c1ty° ‘ v ' S —Davxd Morrls, ILSR staff

A group 1n Washlngton, DC is trying. - In How is the Instltute bulldlnq a- local
T gree nhouses‘ ey grow vegetables year round.- food and enezgy supply9
Sprouts are grown: as’ ‘an urban cottage indus-
-try. On a broader scale, the group works - - Hydropomcs — Gardemng Wlthout Sml

w1,h other ﬁommunltv groups, and other c1t1es,

Hyd oponlcs is growing plants in a medium
other than soil. ,An avacado pit, or a plant
rooting in a’ glass of waterfls the s1mp1est

-" form of hydroponic culture. Plants can be
grown in gravel, sand, or even sawdust. This

’ .

1nk-of'v1ctory gardens. .When: you : ~material, called substrate, supports the root
htalk ‘about’ energy, pecple think about’ system of the plant and holds moisture. Wa-
solar. collectors. - They don't think : ter and the plants' nutrients are supplied
about ‘the relatlonshlps between food - by floodlng the bed, usually twice a day.
. ang”- energy,hor of redeflnlng the . .-Either chemlcal or organic materlals can-be

economy. o - used.

A , o -217-




“*‘How many sealed but empty Minnesota porches couldbe
'convertedvint,o,;_smalli'vgr‘ee.nh'quse's;fpnw‘inter.or summer: -
' 7gardens? . G - T T e

gy

- Traditional QafloweES-and tomatoes have - - screen mesh to 'support the growing sprouts), .. . .
been: the choigé*of:large4cqmmercial growersgw'jfaLSCélg,“and a 'supply of bags, the industry - -
ﬂ(40%~Qf'theg;bmatoés,éateﬂ~in Tuscon are 'g'p~7”suppliésvalfalfa{and mung- sprouts to Washing-
groWnahydrégénicallyY;*iafgely_becauSeuqf ”fﬂf'toQTgrea.fobd%coops.‘- : Co

E

“tpgi;,hggh;market'valué;‘lBﬁt‘other:prbducegj

vsuch‘as'pébpers,«beahs,{cgcumbers; lettuce, . o
Cabbage,;ca;rqts‘and‘cantélqpeS‘have,beeng; ’

3 ‘groWn sy¢qe§sfﬁlLyy “Th
matchinﬁﬁthg’beStfgn'

i

TThg;ihétituté‘ﬁas? egﬁn:;coftopfééfdehingw”. 

_ 7 ’ “a working example of. their phildsobhy that ur-~ .
hobd;'_HydroPQniqs works particul;rly weIl’qn- ban folks can supply many of their own needs,

- rooftops and indoors because it does not. ! -in this case food, in their own 1living space o
weigh as much as six or seven inches of ' and community, o ‘
soil, S B SRR : - B

TR <. oo~ Energy planning on a community scale
. When I visited the Institute this sufmer Co T e T T

. the rooftop tomatoes were doing very well. Urban énergy .production. is another crucial
Staff member, Gil Friend, told me of a pos- thrust for the Institute. From studies,they
siblejprojeét-With the DC mousing‘aukhdrity * " have made of Washington-DCrs'engrgy needs,
to create a-garden/greenhousé on the rooftop they have found that the potential solar ,
of an old folkg!' highrise in Washington, - o collector space pn most of DC's rooftops is ,

x While,the'pity énd;the highrise staffséethis~ sufficient to supply heating and cooling
as an "activities pProgram" for'theaseniors, energy'forithe'residents inside, (They also
Gil and friends see it as an opportunity.for - -discovered that this was not true for high-
residents to Supply themselves with'cheap, " rise buildings.)‘; ' '

wholesome, and‘homegrown.vegetablgs.x ‘ S L ,
o e . . .. . Furthermore, 16% of the land area of the
Washington is densely populated. Most res- city would be sufficient,to supply all of

\

~

idential areas are two to four—storY'walkup Washington's électricity needs - (not just

\townhouses‘with tiny backyards or little or - residentia;, but all needs), if outfitted

no front yards, Twin City residents are .. with solar electric cells,

luckier. Even the most inner city neiéhbori o :

hoods have large 'yard spaces compared to the ‘Currently, the Institute is installing a
Al ¢rowded Eastern cities. Backyard gardens ' golar Water'heating'systém on the roof of
l . could provide a large part of the summer and , & townhouse, Feasibility studies of manu~
i fa11 food needs. oOther possibilities exist facturing solar. electric cells are being
ﬂf! for the long Minnesota winter. . .. - o . made. ' David Morris is establishing a-Solar
1 , .

Energy Center under the auspices of the

W How many sealed but empty Minnesota porches cooperatvie extension service in DC.

it could be converted to small greenhouses for
ri‘ winter or summer gardens? Or how many large,
‘ well-lit south windows could provide a home
i with'a few juicy soft January tomatoes?

David is also consulting with a community
organization in Newark, NJ to establish an
insulation and energy conservation work crew,

. Next, they hope to form a crew to install

-solar heat eqﬁipment.'JDepending'upon'the

- The Institute has published useful charts.
of -the various. nutrients that certain vege-
tables require ang helpful hints lgqrned
_w' through their hydroponic experience. - .

i . i 2 . ' C e . : AR .

il jSprouts — A Cottage Industr y ' . Along with decentralized energy, the ‘

! ' SR Y S A . Institute works to help design a decentral~
[ ' One interesting'ongoing project that is ryp ized,economy. Bill Batko is a staffperson
E‘N~A out of,the basement,oﬁ the Institute is a ' 7 yho is pursuing analyseslof red-lining,. /
L Sprout-growing industry. witx a few donated - credit allocation, and the féasibility of

. bakers"tshelves,'some hand made racks, (using a municipal bank.,

J[ B |




How kILSR is, Orgamzed

, The Instltute for Locar Self—Rellance is a
vnon—proflt educatlonal and- research organiza=-
“tion. Operated in a, ccoperatlve manner, all

. staff people receiVve .the _same:salary. Income
‘made on* %?stltutlon bus1nessxgoes back-into-
‘the .Institute.  The work.of: the Instltute
-breaks down 1nto flVe

-tentlal for food P ductlon inside mun1c1pal
areas, and a comparrson of the economlcs of

'Educatlonﬂ— The Instltute has produced ) serles
_of dlfferent aspects of the urban problem, em- -

.

/

r grown on the’ roof’ ILSR photo.

';Demonstratlon models - Staff members devel—

"country.

'VPIO]eCt and in Coop Outreach

‘phasizing easy-to—read llterature that the av-

erage person can:use. Pamphlets on rooftop .

;vegetable gardenlng us&ng soilless technlques

and- how-to pamphlets on compost- operatlons

- and food dellvery systems are among those al—

ready publlshed

op working models of varlous decentrallst

-and ecologlcally rational productlcn ‘and -

service, systems in order to test. thelr work-

"; ability as well as to. have more . concrete teach~

ing tools for the: educational programs.n Dem~

- ‘onstration models in urban acquaculture, roof—
- top’ gardenlng, cottage 1ndustry, and ‘neigh-
‘borhood, recycling and fertilizer productlon

have already been establlshed

-

Technloal ass1stance - Where approprlate,

f=the\Inst1tute gives technical a351stance to

communities,- cities and organizations which -
are interested in explorlng in practical terms

. the. questlon of ‘local initiative and independ-

ence, Current technlcal consultlng possibili-
ties ‘are a waste/sanltatlon progect ‘in Brooklyn,
New . York, and a. publlc housing pro;ect that 1n-
corporates self-sufflclent systems in Newark

‘New Jersey._ E ST e

%
Informatlon service + The Instltute has an-
extensive library on urban development, local
productlon systems .and. approprlate technology
and a directory of individuals and organlza—v
tlons worklng 1n related fleld

The'resurgence'of neighborhood self-control
is taking place’in communities across the -
People are. reallzlng the value of .
local community contrclled businesses, ‘schools,
cllnlcs, etc., and how -these institations . of
smaller scale are a viable and human-scaled -

’ alternatlve to over—centrallzed and bureau--

.cratic governmental and large—scale productlon
systems.

» The mentallty of "blg is good" and’ "consoll—

. dation is efficient" is beginning to show its

weaknesses. This trend toward centralization
and bigness in business, govermment and. soclal
planning has: been dominant for, so long that .
models. and technologles of small seale are not
well known,to those who would work to create
‘more self-sufficient nelghborhoods. The Insti-
tute for Local’ Self—Rellance is a ploneer in
maklng,worklng models that others can use.

Mike is actlve in the Peace Educatlon



by Darryl Thayer -
Solar energy now supplles some of the heat
- for, ‘our: homes. -Bach. south: acrng

- .window brlngs itiin: as long as the sun-is

shlnlng, more heat dis brought 1nto the house
than escape‘ out51de.

k How could your,house use ‘more solar energy’
" Does’. solar enérgy: compare well w1th other.
fuels?. Is it.more economlcal than .adding
better 1nsu1atlon? Jt; :

As an energy source that w1ll protect the -
env1ronment, solar energy ‘could be ideal--:

: espec1ally if you consider the alternatlves.‘

fighting wars over oil in the: Mlddle\East,

the risks of nuclear contamlnatlon orithe
strip mlnlng'of South Dakota -and: Wyomlng to
'generate more electrlcnty for . heat, ‘or.-‘con=

. tinuing to ralse ‘havoc with our economy as - -

high oil: costs contribute :to. 1nflatlonary
' costs for all products.' ;

However, as an. lnvestment, solar is Stlll
.‘rlsky—-there is currently no collector which

A~1s economlcal for ‘home heat in Mlnnesota, 1f
_you have to foot.the bill’ yourself and pay
interest. charges.‘ ‘Neither -will solar heat
give you enough energy by ltself to. ellmlnate
the need for’ ‘your furnace. Solar energy has

“to be con51dered a supplement to other fuels.

: A

. I d llke to descrlbe how solar energy .
works, how 1t mlght ‘be useful,. and ‘then. add -
. some basiec pr1nc1ples you should keep in. '
-mlnd when consrderlng the use. of solar
ienergy.-. o e

Y
1

There are three ways to convert the sun' s.

energy into useful power. One is thermal

conversron—-to heat water‘or for .space heat-

ing. .. Second, sunllght can' be converted:
'dlrectly into. electrlcrty by solar ("photo-
: voltalc" :cells. . Third, sunllght is changed
_1nto chemlcal energy 1n ‘green. plants by

fphotosunthesis;
f-waytto use:the: sun may well be: to use. photo—'
synthesis;

, wrll 1ook 1ncreas1ngly valuable.'>

. of the' coldest days of the year.

. season.

Of these, pernaps the- best

We, may ‘also find 'a way: to make o
th rmalfconver51on practlcal, as well, o

. wFor thermal conver51on, two types of

U;collectors are: made-

~F1at Plate: (see draw1ng), which
ba51cally ‘ig a’ ‘flat box which gathers
sunllght ‘over its entire surface,
fheatlng the surface.]~.~'
:Concentratlng, Whlch use. mlrrors or .
lenses:to-focus’ ‘the sun g rays. in one. ‘
place.. This. .means hlgher temperatures.
‘can be reached"” - :

5 Mary collectors are a’ comblnatlon of these

two types. ‘Also, some ‘are statlonary whlle
'others follow the sun as it travels across

The des1gns I work on most are concen—'
tratlng collectors. ‘It was. .an arbitrary
choice "that got me started on them; but my
work . leads me to- the opinion they hold more
promlse than flat plate desrgns.

Rather than belng able to give you clear '

. Measurements of how valuable a heat source

solar energy is, I can give you some prlncr-

1"ples to keep in mlnd as you are: plannlng.?

l The value of a solar collector depends

" on the value of the fuel you -are replac1ng

‘by. using it. If your. alternative is. burn

- waste paper for heat, solar energy isn't .

very: economlcal - If your: talternative is to
burn oil or electrlclty, solar is relatively
more: valuable,wbut still not competltlve.
As’ prlces rise in the future, though, solar-

[

o

- 2 SOlar heat shouldn't be the’ only source
of heat - for your house or apartment, On a
collector large enough to heat the" entire

"bulldlng, you' pay for a large surface area

whose’ full capacity is. useful,only on a few

In contrast,
on a smaller system, all of its surface area
can. be contrlbutlng heat over several months.
There will need to be some kind of backup
system. = .. S

I

f
3. Domestlc water ‘heating seems to be

one of the best uses for solar energy right

now. _ Less collector space 1s ‘needed than in -
space-heating, and you. need' the heat all.

‘year®round (which makes the lnvestment more
.worthwhlle). '

4 One square foot of a typlcal collector
can save between 20-~40¢.during’ the heating
(This is based on a ‘typical collec-
tor's performance and an oil prlce .of . 40¢ .



'gw,Far;bault.

'.support at least two bu51nesses in

;younshould spend is $4. 00 ‘per:

’ ,sguare foot, ‘and that is for a very effies j k

Elent collector D Theé cost of fuel is- llkely

f_to increase, - and collectors will become morebf'
'-valuable as the cost of fuel r1ses.

}ﬂfhkléb
: What all thls means is that, in terms of )
‘spendlng your money, the: best way ", for you to

A

- spend it is to put 6" of insulation in your

'.walls, and 12" in your ceillng., This works

v“out to. be ‘an R-factor of>rough1y 24 and 40

s

. I say that because I can 1n fact predlct o
. that you will save. a glven amount<of heat by =
‘flnsulatlng.

As I said,"I.can't predlct as .
_well the sav1ngs from solar heat. ‘But I
.Vdon't mean to be dlscouraglng. ) '
, Solarlheat is a tool we are probably gclng
" ‘to:need in order to protect the environ—
‘ment, While it appears. expensrve now, the
-alternatives are frlghtenlng. We may need
to find a,way to ‘afford it. . 'And we might as
‘well find that way mow" because the costs
’of developlng solar energy w111 only go up.

-~

Darryl ts an englneer fbr Sheldahl Co.vln
He designs,solar collectors.

~

’ by Ken.Meter f.

. -Martin Jopp; of Prlnceton,.Mlnnesota, has
’Abeen generating all of his ‘own electrlclty

for some 30 years from wind generators he
“built. hlmself He de51gned ‘them, and built "

“7them in his ‘own shop, ‘even’ casting his own .
_.parts.with metal from old motors. = '
. two worklng w1ndmllls, ‘each of which gerne-

He has

_ rates 120 volts (DC). His- most recent one,
built in 1953, has- been on ‘the" tower ‘gene-
‘rating electr1c1ty ever since he put itup
--he hasn t even had to oil 1t._§‘> R
i P
o Back 1n the thlrtles, before REA (Rural

' Electrlflcathn Association) - came in w1th
‘utility service, many of the farms in Min- -

* nesota had wind generators. They were not -
often as powerful as Martln s, and usually

. used to power the barn, a pumplng system,

_or even a radlo.
There was enough of a market, though, to

e mld— -
-,west..Wlncharger, in. Sloux City, Iowa, and

',<Jacobs Co., rlght here in Minneapolis. Even

in those, days, however, a complete wind sys~
tem was expensive. But the windmill compan-~
ies gave. way because there was more money. to
be made in electric utilities. The.smaller
investment and greater.convenience of hook-
ing up to a poweraline proved. persuasive to

e most farmers.

»,’stralghtforward
" rotor: mounted hlgh on a tower.,
T is, desrgned very. dlfferentdy than the bulky, .

. rotor drives a generator.

“made r ‘however,

But we. haven t forgotten how
_to make w1ndmllls work.

" How. do you use w1nd power? It's falrly
The wind blows though a
The rotor

¢ircular set of blades on a water~pumping

'tower that stlll stand --typically a’ wind
"generator looks more like an alrplane pro-
o pellor. -

Newer, fancy models look somethlng like
an ups1de-down eggbeater, -but an o0ld 55-gal-
long drum can. be turned 1nto a‘rotor, too.

The w1nd gets the rotor splnnlng, and the
Like,a car gener-
ator, this changes rotary motlon 1nto an

5electr1cal current.'

Back on'the ground batteries are usually

: used to store the electricity until its

needed - If used sparingly, this supply can’

- bast through several days of the .doldrums,

How useful are w1ndmllls in the city? I
don't believe its-been tried much, so we do
not really know.» We know from a recent ERDA
(the Energy Research and. Development Agency)

- study that Mlnneapolls -in one of the w1nd1-

est major cities in the country, so there is .
.at least a breath of hope.

Tall towers mlght be 1mpract1cal because
of liability laws --the danger of people
climbing them and. getting hurt, the conse- .
quences of a blow-over during a heavy stoxm,
for example. ‘New tower designs mlght be
Or, towers might need to be
limited to certain areas of the city much as
hlgh voltage towers are now,

On the other srdé some of the new rotor

_designs require less height on a tower. These
- could even be. feas1b1e for rooftop installa-
_tion.

What is deéfinite is that we need to
experiment with de51gns and plans that could
suit our urban area.

RCTER
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y-efficient neighboihood, wﬁat would it look like? v

If we worked together to make an energ
E . “’"v ) " . )
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”thlsA1 (20-40 yearsh worth‘of NSP bllls. On
the other hand ;'f you‘d put one up when Mar-f

'_It would prov1de you with" a
‘Vfrugal but adequate power’ supply. However,
£ you are’ willing to. ‘take the time you, could
u11d a generator yourself for as llttle as
3200 "in parts, alot of help, much scrounglng

'happenlng\ln the self—rellance workshop

GAS OUT ==l -

'4i§*1ﬁﬂﬁh;fgéﬁg?fij ’

- So the‘questlon arlses, why 1sn't
thls belng done generally.’ And why isn't® 1t
belng .done: by individuals specifically.. If:
;1t works, why don E we know about 1t°

Rather than a s1ngle reason, there are -se-
veral»reasons why the productlon of household
, gas is not attempted yet on a small scale
.\bas1s. Whlle the . sewage plants are proof po—_
51t1ve that the ‘process works, ‘those. plants -
are not. energy eff1c1ent. They were not de~-

‘:]51gned.to produce energy, only render the

handling of waste more .practical.  So while
-energy: comes about as' a by—product, it is re-
latlvely 1n51gn1flcant as to the amount of '
.gas possible’ if the units were 1nsulated to '
produce the gas: abundantly. v ‘

Secondly, the energy companles are not a=-
‘bout tc -teach people. how they. can make energy
" for themselves ‘and thereby do away. with much -
- of the need for: the energy companies. . ‘Things
only occur rapidly in the commercial world
when somebody figures out a way to make a fast
kuck easily. In thé case of household gas’
production, this hasn't occurred yet.

N B

Household Gas

‘by Al" Rutan,",
Household gas isn't new.

But thlnklng about

plled by the Gas Company is not- yet a very
common’ ‘occurance.

. presentrlf one wants the convenlence of gas '

. that the Gas Company demands
o tlcal purposes., Fall,to pay and you re cut
off S _ L

o utlllty companles comes. out of .the ground
‘But that the same kind of gas can be made a-
“bove ground isn't generally known. Actually,

“'sewage plants’ around the world have been - -
doing: it for the last 80 years.. The
re51due 1s a rlch, fully aged fertlllzer.

- The tank used for rece1v1ng organlc waste
and convertlng it into gas and fertlllzer is
- called a dlgester. Bacteria live there with=-
out oxygen.and feed on- thls organlc waste, ‘
- digesting their food to produce gas called
methane as :an.end product
is not converted into gas is soil nutrlent ,
.that is 6% rich in nitrogen. .Plants just

: sprlng from the ‘ground when fed.with it. The

compost, i'so plant life will receive it im-
medlately w1thout any harmful effects.v

The whole process sounds almost too good
to be. true, produc1ng badly: needed fuel 'on
-the one_.hand and badly ‘needed plant food on

‘31—’ o

.f ;_,ff mak1ng At yourself instead of havrng it supff

‘there is no other hoice. but'to?pay the price .
or:all prac-

Almost everybody knows that gas sold by the

“The material that

materlal has the qualities of totally aged Yo

™ There are potential hazards involved, for
with gas productlon one is dealing with the
‘productlon of energy that is very powerful.
-But as.with electr1c1ty we can build various
fsafeguards into the system and feel rela-

j/ftlvely comfortable with a potentlally
H0pefully, it can- become i
‘an ordlnary procedure,'lf one: +S0. de51res. At(“

»dangerous item close at hand.

» ,Maklng_household gas can be compared to the
making.of bread. -It's a natural process that
- takes'a little guidance. Making bread is an’
. art that allows leeway to a degree-in the .gov-
- erning. ‘factors involved. One has to have a
reasonable regard for the température involv-
'ed, the material used, and. the time consumed.
' Gas productlon is- much the same. . . not a
‘preecise science but one that occurs within’
_limits. - The outstanding thlng about gas pro-
“‘duction for organic waste is the large amount
of fuel ‘that: can be produced from organic
-waste. “Of: the solid material used in the
~'process, minus the water, half will be turned
. into gas. Each pound\of completely dry or-
-ganic material will. Pproduce between 7 to 10
-cubic feet of gas at 8 oz pressure. :

~

. The wrlter'currently'has a project under-
way at Annandale, MN, on the north end of-
Sugar Lake. A three-bedroom house of 1500
square foot floor area is: being equipped w1th .
- a-gas produc1ng unit that will ‘provide for
- the total needs 'of the house. Open for pub-
S lie’ Vlew1ng by the end of April, a fee will
be charged to visit and learn about how
- how. the system w0rks. :

Al has been developlng hls own methane sys=
_tems for five years, and heads Rutan Research.



- siding in the“back,

ucoverea”with,métaluand‘glass.

.The?houge;is“called

' v.yHgyvuséfui a

Projedt,coordinatofﬂNed Hoffmann in front. of

by: Ed Levering e -
One 6fithe'longést'and‘costliest rehab pro-
jects in‘StffPaul’is now in progress on
Laurel. Avenue. 'A'brown;fVictOrian house
that was badly in disrepair just two years..
ago,. it now’ sports new paint, and a land-
scaped froant. , C ‘

by an indi-
the work has been done .

Instead-Qﬁibeing rehabbed
vidual or family,

by a group whichﬁincludes,many architecture ’

students at the U. of M. 'Instead of wood
there is an immense

flat §urféce——nOWiplywood} it will soon‘bé‘

_ Unlike a typicaluréhéb-home,vthis'one.has*
applied for-$58,000 of Community Development
Block Grant money. (That request was evén- .
tually withdrawn, and the search for funding’
continues.)  Beyond that cost are thousands
of dollars worth of donated equipment and’
help'._- - SR L L P

‘}ItEis:an'eXPensive,model ofwenérgy;sglff

~sufficiency, intended.to show how' indepen- -
dent a:single-family home can be while still.

meeting state’ ang city code, and while
Preserving the home's traditional appearance.

"Ouroboros East," .

S SO

.and so on?

.ing the hoise,
s rehab, makes a very. tangible 'and

'electric'meaSuring‘devices,

model is this house for Twin = of actual heat loss.

Ciﬁy.ngighborhéods?‘~Doéé it really give us.

- valuable information.on how to rehab our

own hames' for energy,conservation? What
can’ we learn about insnlation,‘solar'coié'
léctors,'alternative‘Wéste systems, windows,
And,‘imﬁortantly,-how.dbes Ouro-
boros help the’sdrrounding cammunity?

‘The- ideas and- inspiration available at
Ouroboros are clearly of great value. - See~
even in its early steps of
convincing
case for energy-saving design.  However,
the cost of this house iS‘fremendously large

- making it unlikely that any one could adopt.

the same planning in their own home- as

far as the community is. concerned, while they
have been closely consulted in the initial
stages of the. project, they have not been
helped substantially--at least not yet. "
Here is what we-found during our visit:

Practical 'R‘ehab Ideas

INSULATION: Existifig information about jne -

-sulation is often not accurate ‘Since insula- .

tion measurements are’ laboratory figures,
not the results of actual use in houses,

Ouroboros has answered this by installing.
s, called thermo-
couples, in. the walls to make measurements.
Various.types of in-

a5
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_'-Tsulatlon arei belng used, 1nclud1ng foam,:i
’;;battlng, mlneral wool,’ and others, .so that
‘ ;good compar' ons should be p0551ble.f

Any homeowner should be able to. make ,
igent’ dec151ons about 1nsulat1ng
es on’ ‘the ba51s of Ourobbros'
Good solld lnformatlon for -

;utlon experument alfr : ":‘r“ -

PR

"LfSOLAR OLLECTOR- A'major fééﬁﬁré“6£ éhe"

-of collector space. The solar collectors,
- composed of cold-rolled steel and - covered '
by glass sheets, both heat. the house “anhd

. provide- hot water“ -Thus, this demonstra-
+tion-will test the: _capacity of solar’ energy
o to supply ba51c energy needs; it is expected
- ¢ that 60% of the heating’ needs of the house
;w1ll'be prov1ded by the solar’ collectors.,;j
-Such“a high’ percentage is possible only" be=]
causé of. the tight insulation--a backup. fur
';nace burnlng conventlonal fuel w1ll supply
the balance. - -

‘cosms ARE STEEP-' How llkely 1s 1t that an—~

. other. homeowner could :install such’ agsolar 3

: dev1ce° Commercrally avarlable collectors s
‘run $5, 000, for- ‘one-tenth the surface. area.
“Until cheaper productlon techn;ques are de—‘
vised, people ‘will likely need to construct
their own.solar collectors from 1nexpensrve,'
recycled materlals, d01ng the work themselvesl

‘WASTE TREATMENT- The Cllvus toilet converts
“human waste and kitchen scraps ‘into garden .
.compost - ‘without the use of water for flush--
ing. Its maln drawback is the initial cost.
$1700. Once installed, however, there is.
:virtuallylno cost to operate or mdlntdln‘lt,”

, The existing health codes make it illegal,
. There certalnly don t appear. to Be any health
hazards £from the Cllvus, but existing codes -
were” wrltten 1long before. such a device was

tional plumblng into account. - The city has
cooperated.well by granting a variance for
the installation of the unit.  They will be . .
“monitoring the bacterlal levels as the c11vus
is used. C ~
A more traditional answer to waste treat-

“ment. is-a new,. small water-closet toilet

built by American Standard. This;toilet» o
,\-ab-.» . i N .y . . - S

i.as 11v1ng space.

- ence rooms, a library’ and office" space.

.lnvented, and don't take anythlng but tradi- - -

amountoof water used 1n flushlng--two gallons

‘as. opposed to - seven gallons for an ordinary .

toilet. ‘With the. /increasing demands for
water conservatlon (some experts predlct
-ere may be no drlnkable water in the Twin
ities by 19859 both: -the organic Clivus and.
he : small-closet toilet will be 1ncrea51ngly

- eeded alternatlves to the wasteful systems .

now in use. .
Several other features are more\easrly
sulted to use in. other homes: ‘heat-conserv-
1ng w1ndows (manufactured in Sweden),>shut—
“ters to prevent. heat loss. at night. New

. flreplaces have” been 1nstalled which help o

to heat.ther houseé. - Cold air is: caught in
the bottom, heated behind the flre,\and rlses
lnto the llVlng space.‘;”~ o

) The dally use" ofﬁthe Ouroboros house w1ll
not be typlcal of & s1ngle—fam11y house. '
“Being-a demonstratlon ‘project, the home is
used for™ meetlngs and workshop'space as well -
Specifically, the first
floor will be used for'meeting rooms, confer-
The
second and third floors are living space for
“people’ worklng there. The basement will be
used for ‘workshop space. ' Measurements of en-

- ergy. saved at, Ouroboros may not match the sav-

1ngs which a res1dent1al house will realize.

Solar collectors w1ll cover a large expanse

_ of the southern wall”and roof..

‘
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RS it lsessentlal i that nelghbors be lntlmately involved at
- every step, and trained at every Oppdrtunity-ahng“ihe way.”’

‘,:Asadiscusseé;injthisVartidle,'theh,¢the » Scme of . the objections that were raised .
demonstrations at: Ouroboros -house have vary- by community members at these meetings were
-ing degrees. of accessibility and applica-- . ' safety concerns--would broken glass from -
bility to thébaver;ge homeowne;. Publica=' = ‘' the chlector»endanger,children; would the » .
'*. 'tions on the project, such as the book Quro- . - windmill tower be & hazard because of storm )
- boros East contain a’ large amount of .data - damage or children. ¢limbing on it? - Secondly,.
and drawings that would.ultimately be of value. preservatioqiof thefhistoric'éppearance of
to the “individual homeowner, '« ' .c@i o . the block was'a major concern of residents. -

o S e e . ©o.. - . How well were' these concerns heard?
- However, theinformation is in many cases = - T e '

3

too technical for the' average person, and - , Plans for the.tower were eventually _
is'not presented in. a clear format atall. scrapped.beéahseﬂBf”é”ébmbination of resi-
It is hard to figure out what the .charts ° dent appréhensions and legal liabilities.
. mean, the printing is spotty, and the lay- - Moreover, the exterior of the house was
o »out copfusing,  If the informationfcould be . fized up well, early in the rehab process,.
. .Presented' in a concise and understandable . ~even though that meant extra woyk: in fin- -
- form, ‘more people could learn from the house. . ishing the interior. The néighbors seem .
. L Lo v S . appropriately pleased: A :
. Will Neighbors Learn PR PpEop yRieRsed o
. HowTo Build Their OWI"I? B T S - Ed Knutson said ‘he was "happy. to have it
' Moreover, while the house has served ex- on the block." He called it a good experi-
teedingly well in providing hands-on ‘experi- ment in’alternative energy sources that he = -
ence to architecture- students, there seems ~ would like to see applied to the community
to have been no training given dirdctly to ~  at large. ‘Linda Knutson added that the long
residents of the neighborhood.. Why did this construction period has been a little messy,
s TR . and that she'd like to see the Ourcboros pro-

happen?
; i ject work more;intimately with the neighbor-

Certainly, the project began with close - hood. T -
" communication with the'néighborhood;";Nearby ' I L :
‘residents were invited to an’ informational =~ = Steve Madole, who has worked at the house,
session, and told that the project would be " 1s "anxious to see it finished. I'd like
. Stopped if they were1oppbsed,t0fit.**:g' . to see more solar collectors in the neigh-

borhood ., ™ . )

. From thelfrOnt, éppearance haé.beeﬁ.éltered
.ondy slightly., Photos by Ken M

eter.- Initially skeptical, John Gehan recalled

' Bl he didn't see at first "how it would fit
into my 1life." He is pptimispic now, after
watching it develop, but cautioned that the

- idea needs to be translated into a way to
meet community needs, where a specific need
can be met by specificd action,’ '

1

In the future, Ouroboros expects to train
community members in their workshop. It .
appears that much closer contact with the
neighborhood will be required to make this
a reality. . It is essential, if the skills
to build energy-saving devices and to do
energy-wise rehab are to remain in the neigh-"
borhoods of. the city, .that neighbors be inti- -
mately involved at evety step, and trained
at every opportunity along the way. - We hope
that Ourcboros willseriously follow through

_on their intentions. -

Ed is Resource bpirector at the Community
Design Center. , - . '

. » v_37‘-.




Building a Center for

; Local Self- Reliance

by Blll Hatton

The Center For.- Local Self-Rellance (CLSR) is:

"a group of people who have come together around
“.their concerns about. -energy. Shortages of fos-
-sil fuels (coal oil and. by-products) important
~'in heating.and transportatlon have been ev1dent
ffor the past ten years.

aThe~fact that shortages:exist means. prices

will rise. -Since fossil fuels are- important’
in plastics, resins, fibers; electronics, and
food, these products w111 also become more ex-
pen51ve. ,

In ‘one way or another, we all use these

products and expect them to be available.

.. What we pay .for them now is relatlvely little,.
but how much will we pay in six months? .What
“can we do about all this? What Kind of impact
‘will all this have on us? These are the ques-
tions that people in the CLSR are trylng to. .
"~ f£ind answers for. o o

; Flrst, we are dlrectlng ourselves to energy
oonservatlon in the home to reduce powexr costs.
. There are several approaches to energy conser-
“vation. The one chosen by the Self-Rellance

Pro:ect was that of 1nsulat10n.

‘A pllOt program to teach ourselves about
“1nsulatlon and 'to insulate 10 Southside homes
is underway with the help of the Minneapolis
Housing and RedeVelopment Authority. A variety
of. materlals and several methods of " lnstalla—

tion are belng used

Heatlng costs for a two year perlod prior |
to 1nstallat10n, and a year after, will be
‘ evaluated The results of .the project will
be recorded and published and made available -
"to interested residents. This project will
‘prOV1de information on’ insulation, efficiency
and costs as well as provide a guide to ef- '
fectlve energy conservation. The insulation
progect is only a part of our effort

“38"

What,,for 1nstance, are you as a res1dent

. -going to do if you find out you need your home

insulated? - What if you can't afford to have' :
it insulated°' What: if you can't afford to have
it installed . . or don't know what the most
efficient materials are . . or don't know how,
or. have the toolsfto install it yoursel£f? .-

Would 4t make a dlfference if you could go:

“to'a workshop where you ‘could learn about "the-
"kinds of insulation you need and at what cost?
- A place where you might be able to get the pro=-

per 1nsulatlon~mater1als as well as the tools

.and ‘instructions on how to: install the materi-

als. and use the tools yourself°_ If it would,

.then you may be in luck o S S

Several members-of'the Center have been
working on creating a Community Workshop where
residents could get information on energy con-
servation, energy technology, or gardening.
There, you could borrow from a tool ‘library,

learn to operate tools of all kinds, and ob-

sexrve . various forms of alternatlve technology
and how they work. The Community Workshop

.could also be used for research or prOJects
" by re51dents.

N

An'lmportant way to conserve energy is to

- move production of food as close as possible
.to the place where it is consumed..

This elim-
inates-huge transportatlon costs and nutri-
tional loss.' The CLSR hopes to help qrty re-

 sidents £ind nearby land. to’ garden and offer
.technlcal ass1stance w1th organlc methods.

N

Classes in food,preservatlon are planned'

R The\p0551blllty of setting up.a communlty food

preservatlon center is being explored Grow-:

~ ing and preserving our own food are ways we-

can all work. together toward conserving energy.
Methods for using what are currently "wastes"i'
as plant nutrlent are being developed S it



“What kind of lmpactwnll ,(‘r‘iéi‘hg‘»‘en'érg‘,y"cps”ts have on all of us ? o
S0 Wnatcanwedoabout allof tis?

o

déy.3 As well as saving

minimize the

o 1.projects ‘we are researching and col-
‘lecting'in éfmafioﬂ“as;well as trying to find
- the ‘bes ay:to make it available to ‘area res~ - . . - R o
idents.. We plan t6 provide information. about - . - golar cells, which convert.sun energy into.
energy p oduction,. conservation,  food growing “electricity, are .another possible solution to
: andlgérdéning, waste disposal and anything else rising.pbwer”bbsts;;if'theY‘éan/bé‘produced"
. that'seems important to you. -, RURCHINIDIEE R cheaplylehqugh.:,This doesn't;cﬁrrently seem
B G T e : feasible for}21—@5ﬂ§éais.iaHfdroponic'garden—”
At-first we will provide.thaﬁﬂinfgpmation - ing (which. is éxplgine&:infmikechCOY's arti- -
lications like ComménvGround;,“We:arg”ﬁ-- c¢le) is another prémising area for home pro- .
~video téPiﬁérsbmé‘Prdjectsiand,hopeAtO‘find -~ duction of food.’ Cr R
" a.way ‘ﬂmaké,them‘availablé‘to!a‘latgé aud-. . o o S e ol S e

‘ience Mﬁﬁh;bflwhaﬁ{We haveﬁalrgagydené*is"f,.f*Theje are solu ions that hold. some hope
' rudimentary. We are creating afbaéé;fcr‘deal—~~fo: the future and will require continuing

‘ing. with ongoing sblutidns_tq,foo§ an§¢energy research.. In'the-meantime,fyQu"can'help us
_~'concern Some of these solutions are close plan by telling us what you'd-like to learn .
' to reality but much research and workis. - about'neighbbrhood‘fébdxaﬁd%energyk and how

. needec P ‘ . " you can help us work 6nfdemonstratipn-projects.

s Lo o e et Call the CLSR temporary phone. number: 871-3232, -
_ f“I£~pkf¢es gbntinuq to rise we must con- L B L .
‘;sidefﬁa'téfﬁaﬁives;~'Mebhanical'StOrage bat- . | . ' o R R
teries’could allow us to store electricity -
Off peak hours .for use during the next

. \\»_\31 o BRESSEES a

energy, this’ could
need for new'powextplant;.

wr .

o

Bill Hatton works for Veteraﬁ’S'Outreéch»ﬂf-
Assistance, .and is a board memberioijLSR;
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by J1m Lenfestey and Warren Wunderllch o T )

“,Jlm and Warren are’ both volunteers at Communlty Desrgn Center. J1m teacbes American Indlan

" Yiterature and markets env1ronmental products.

Warren is a student intern at coc. * This

7aspec1a1 section on:insulation was prepared and printed with the financial assistance of the
Minneapolis. Housrng and Redevelopment Authorltg (MHRA), as part of the Insulation Program of

.- the Center for Local Self;Rellance.

) From an energy p01nt of view, the Vast majorlty of the Twin Cities hou51ng stock is in dis-
asterous shape,.. Built at a time when'energy was. “cheap and the supply seemed ‘endless, and|

“built under totally ~inadequate building standards, these houses today present for the home-

" owner or renter tremendous drains on 1ncome in the form of high heating costs. They also

represent a needless waste of the earth's non—renewable ‘energy sources. They can also be
‘ mlserable places to llve. . : ) :

, Have 'you ever: 11ved in ‘an’ energy-eatlng house’ 'Chances are you do right now. Note the
symptoms. freeZLng in "the w1nter (along with. high. heating bllls) and ‘roasting in the summer;
the "cold well effect“ when you can- feel the temperature drop as you approach the wall (even
though the - furance is hummlng) the wind blowing right. through the walls (the_curtains con~ - -
stantly rustllng) . - : - AR .

-

Perhaps, of course, ‘your house is not this bad Nevertheless, the odds are excellent that,
- unless it has been thoroughly~gone over with an energy eye in the last few years, it can pro-
fit a. good deal from a program of rehabllltatlon for energy conservation. And you can profit
- too, in markedly reduced energy costs, 1ncreased comfort and in a solid 1nvestment made in

:', the future of your house and nelghborhood

There are three main ways to keep your house from squanderlng energy
(1) Insulate the attic, and perhaps the walls L e
(2) Add or replace 'storm windows and doors - S
(3) Caulk or weatherstrlp around wmdows and doors.

Insulatlon What Is It"

Practlcally sPeaklng, household 1nsula—y»

tion is defined by what it does- retard
heat flow between the,lnSLde and the out-
‘side of a house. ' It is made of a light-
weight material which traps air in small,

isolated pockets. Since dead air is a poor

conductor of heat, the more air that is
trapped in this way, the better thermal
jpropertles (re51stance to heat £low) the

‘-"Q'ae

. house w1ll have. - Although in this artlcle

we will be discussing mostly the prevention
of winter heat loss, it is important to

‘realize that imsulation is also valuable in

the summer for the prevention of heat gain, -

‘which can often be extraordinary. An attic
. 6n a hot day can sometimes. superheat to 175°

or more and make upstairs rooms intolerable.
Basically,- insulation gives a house much
greater thermal stability and through 1ts
resistance to heat flow can save 50% of

“energy use. over an uninsulated house.



, ating’ materlal avaalable in the'i";_:"’”"L
TW1n Cltles area for use 'in. ex1st1ng hotes -

oy C vermlcullte, perl-:vl )
‘ite ‘and urea-formaldehyde (a plastic foam).:"‘ 1y
These are avallable 1n the follow1ng forms:

B Blankets ‘and Batts‘ (mlneral wool and.flber—HQ'

,iglass);ﬁblankets are rolls of insulation. w1th" UreaeFormaldehyde Aa plastl Foam whlch

.. 'vapo ,barriér_(faced){or,without_(unfaced);;“ -, ~Sprays out of a nozzle llke’shaV1ng cream, }
‘BaEtti e'Similar‘toﬂblankets ‘but are cut. . ... then. 1mmed1ately sets up firm and dry): has
into 4 or 8' lengths, _ Both. come in; various - the highest . insulating value, won't allow the

* thicknesses from 1" to 6" and in widths’ tojiv ‘wind to blow through and won' t settle. .It
- Figl between wall studs.or ceiling - jOlStS on :'}1s also the most expens1ve.: ’
16" or 24" centers.: They are useful ‘for" un—“‘ -

flnlshed walls or open. JOlst'attlc ‘floors and How Do They Compare> There is one compara—'

‘acce551ble floors over cold spaces.,, 1}, - tlve standard. common to all’ 1nsulatlon- its .
N el SR value.A R stands for resistance to: heat .
_ They are relatlvely easy to install and L flow. Two thlngs you should Jremember about

- are w1de1y available at building: materlal f the‘R number First, the" hlgher the R’ number,

supply centers (e.g. Knox "Lumber,: Budget Pow-z . the higher the“lnsulatlng value, * Second, ‘you
er): and:at large retail stores with. bulldlng ;' 'should always: f£ind: out- what ‘the R' umber *is
‘ materlal departments te. g. Sears, Wards) .. per .inch ‘of’ the materlal you“are" co_ iderlng.

e . “That is the basis for: comparlson. Eor example,,'
Pourlng nsulatlon (mlneral wool, cellulose,. “don't confuse the R number for 3-6" batt of"

vermiculite, perlite shredded polystyrene) N flberglass (it may say R—l9 on adt)- w1th 1ts

a looseffill type,meant to be boured over at- vper 1nch value.

tic floors. . It comes in“large - bags with’ the : B s

area ‘and depth of . coverage 1nd1cated and is .. The follow1ng table, taken from the Mlnne-
' avallablegat bulldlng supply centers B ‘sota Energy Agency s pamphlet, "Celllng Re=

: @/: - o 1nsu1atlon Guldellnes,“ 1ndlcates thé ‘average
Blow1ng Insulatlon -(mlneral wool flberglass, thermal re51stance numbers for commonly used
cellulose)- a loose flll ‘type blown 1nto wall ! materlals. :

Y

(R—Value is a measure of how well 1nsulatlon w1ll re51st heat
loss. The better the lnsulatlon, the hlgher the ‘R=Valué: o3

’R Valuesof . R
h leferent lnsulatlons

g Thlckness needed to get: to a glven R—Value?
Insulatlng Materlal :

"R—'Vaifué per. inch R =11 . R=22  R=30
Batt and Blanket°. B »{j' Ll e . o A T o
Mineral Wool 1'1n:;fR.3.15‘e-R»3i85' 3 =03.1/2" 5.3/4 - qn 4 3/4°~ 9 1/2v
Flberglass . R3.15-R 3.85 3 -3 172" 53/4_ 7 7.3/4 ~ 9. 1/2"
]f‘Loose Flll Type-"' : "{ ,!}fﬂf? IR '4‘5»’, e f;r"iy
’?<;M1neral Wool - "o v . ot e .
- (roek; slag or glass); ‘R 2.88 —‘R 3 .31 5" - . Soo1om Sl 13 A
. Fibérglass ~ - .. R 2.88°= R 3.31 s"o 10 : 13-:3/4"
.Cellulose Fiber - 'R 3.70° R - L

o .8 1/8™
‘;Vermlcullte et

.- {expanded) - L R2 _

" .Shredded. Polystyrene ' g 4.00 -
‘;Perllte (expanded) R 2 ot

Urea:FOrmaldehydef R 5.00 214 agpa e S

RO
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More economical.’’

. .

|~ “Asheating costs rise, heavier insulation wiil become even

i

. L N ;
oo . LN

©. ‘While the R Value is tHe most important
. quality of the 'insulation, there are other
‘considerations.’ The material should be fire-
. proof and resistant to vermin and insects.
- “gome- insulations are more prone to settling
»than Others, 'thus lowering their R values
. over time.;\Apparently'miﬁeral'wcle(rock
! 'wool and ‘slag wool, not fiberglass) has a
- tendency to settle, as does cellulose. You

'material is made from renewable or non~renew-
. able resources.. o I

. The U-F foam. people claim that their .pro--
duct has the superior characteristics .of ‘en-
tirely Blocking wind flow through walls. Also
U-F foam if properly applied will £iil all

wall cavity, thus insuring that there will
- be' no uninsulated spots.  Proper application
' - requires some skill and experience. .

..

- How Much Insulation is Enough? ~ -

lation standards for new construction: R-22-

*in attics, R-11 in walls and R-11 in floors

' .over unheated spaces, . These are also proba-
bly the minimur standards that‘you'sgoulﬁ con-
sider in the refittinrg of an existing dwel~
ling, though FHA currently has re standatrds
for them. However, how much ins lation. you
actually install depends. upon a wide variety
of additional factcrs. ' .

The North Central Electrig League, for:ex-
‘ample, an association of electric utilities,
is’currently recormending an R of 36 in qéil—,

" ‘ings under cold areas, R-14 in walls and_Rf24
in floors. over unheated spaces for electri-

cally heated and cooled homes.. They have

ing is currently the most
of heat delivered. However, as heating costs
‘continue to rise, heavier insulatiqngwill,bef
© come §ven mo:e gconomical for. all fyels,
Also, the question of ‘fuel availability
" should be considered.- Both the 0il and na-
tural gas situations are uncertain in this -
area, leaving the average homeowner at the
. mercy of'forcesbvery~mu¢h beyond his control:
everything from internation politics to oil

C us Senate.. Not very comforting way down here,
~ Particularly when the heat goes off.

-f2- |

" the attic.

multiply ‘the area by .90.
- might alSO'consider whethér“;he‘insuléting>;_\'
- useless).

cracks and not hang up on ridges within the -

The FHA has éstablished new'minimtm;insu—. o

higher standards because elqctricalihgme heat-
‘ing expensive per amount’

‘_ and gas company policiegvto speeches in the .

How M_uch Insulation to Buy?

(length times width) of
Measure ‘dlso the space between

the floorfjoists. If the distance is le", .

' If the distance

is 24", myltiply the area by +94. This will °
give you the area requiring insulation.

Meastire the area

-Next, subtract the depth of the existing
insulation (if any) from the total depth need-
ed. to achieveiyour desired R value (unless it
is very old and thoroughly compacted, i.e.,

_ In all cases, plan to' install a
minimum of enough ‘insulation.to achieve an
R of 22 and cover the joists. . This will in-
Sure you a continuous thermal blanket which

won't develop heat' leaks, .. -

You -can usé batts and blankets or pouring

" or blowing insulation - whatever you prefer.

‘However, 'a problem with batts is that they

may tend.in time to

pull away from the joists,

~leaving an uninsulated corridor for heat loss

unless the batts have been covered with a lay-
‘er of loose fill. S :




afifipé-prévious insulatiéﬁwéxi ts, you'll
need to install a vapor barria
batts installed face down, or:drap

- ethelyne. over the floor before:

condenéipg;when it hits theécoldiattic and:
* below.”

A

SR A V. .
Wet. insulation is useless."
»ings ‘are-also undesirable. Note: ‘never in--
. stall'a vapor barrier over existing insula-.
- tion.:~“The’moisture will soak” it forTsure, ™

What you need in this case is superioriattic
. 7 - R B

~'ventilation,, . -

.Time to reddll the old Boy;Scbut;slééén, '

"Be Prepared." Here's the simplestirule of -

N‘thumbzpf,all;pThe‘lessrhéat'loss‘a:strﬁctﬁre:
.has, the:less it takes to heat it. . The less

heat-your house requires, the greater the - -

.'pdssibility,of Heating adequately,Wiﬁhgal—:;v
. ternative fuels, e.g. the Sun,_wood,‘etc,,__
“shouldfit;bégpme'necé;éary'or practical  to

' .do'se, " In any event, the choice of options

t

_scmegne’ else's, " -

‘beccmes. a Little'mo:e’ygurs,va:littlg;lesé Lo

. iother
ins

Y+ the more it's going to cost you.

i Ex Bg..Structures particularly can create

Cdiff uWlties of installation in some areas...
80! 35" '5¢ 3 . P

2y have to wait for governmertal

_ ; lowing or ‘pour-
B ing in loose fill, The vapor:barrier: prevents ‘provide . shoul
: moiétu:e;:carried.up by the‘hgate@{éir,,fromx

soaking};helinsulation and-even .the ceéiling =

Crumblipgicéilw

the other hénd, howeve:,-théféris‘an—'h;
rule of thumb: “the more -fnsulation. you -

ﬂsolutionsva;e comparatively ‘expen-

ltimately, each house has its own .

s

poin

| t of diminishi
*Choose “faced This point;
4 mil poly-

ng return:on insulation,
'based.upbn;the'Cost'éfninsulation,

the current or projected cost and availability

of fuel, and

Attics ‘
AtticS'éxé the areas of greatest heat loss

,(40%rofvthe~tqtal for the average home) and

also are usually the easiest locations to in-

ot

.save in ‘the cost. of t
~ develop a.betterfunderstandin
and how it works and' therefor
ter equipped. -
- they aris
‘bors,  the

e.
re

shared labor

However,

' from brea
, possibiii;ies'of_injury7(e.g;
~ braih~pan on a roofing nail},
precautions and be ‘careful.’

there are definite health risk

‘C.RfU'Doing“It,Yourself; Rachel?
supply your own labor

If you

, you will certainly

he job. “You will also
g of your house
e should be -bet~
to deal' with problems should

the;savingSMWhiéhfinéulatiqn-Will :
d be determined,by'the residents
and owners. . L SRR .

ista;l.insﬁlatiogr‘vAn'appliCation of attic
"insulation will provide you with

_ the. great-
- est benefit at the lowest cost, -

- If U'R Doing It With Your Neigh-
are the additional advantages of
bene~
ying ‘and transporting.
s (e.qg.
thingufiberglas§ particles) and

.and the possible ‘economic
fits,of”cooperativg_bu

3

swacking your
.so take:adequgte

-What.is.thetpaybackitimé“for attic’ insula-’
tibn?_’TheiminneSQta‘Energy Agency has evi=-

. dence that insulating a 1,000 square foot at-

tic should save at-least 15% in heating costs.
leads to. a.payback period'of 3 -

“This. savings

’

..4.3-



holdlfflCUlt

v;),ﬁ'

"'-:;:“The Iandlord |s‘|nsu|ated’ fromthefmanclal effects of h|s I .

o ‘heat—eatmg bu:ldmg o

\'.

6 years-if you heat with natural gas or 2 -
4.years for oil, depending on the cost of in-

' sulation - ‘(from. 15¢ to 30¢ per square foot)

' :Under. the rlght conditions, payback could - '
: concelvably be w1th1n one year. e '

o WaIIs

' If ‘you are totally rehabllltatlng your
" house and have taken- down the interior walls .
',(or if they have fallen down), then you can
install batts in the space between the studs
w1th a vapor barrier over them. Don't miss
. the opportunlty. ‘'If the walls are intact,
_you'll probably need a contractor who-w111
~ drill through the exterior or interior of
the house' between each\palr of‘studs and blow
—alnl the 1nsulatlon. o » )
Obviously, the cost of installation rises
as the exterior facing gets harder or as the
refinishing ‘of the interior walls gets more
In'ch0051ng a contractor, try to
get at least 3 competltlve bids, but consider
quality and experience as well as cost. Par-

ticularly in the case of U-F. foam, the quality

of the job can'come down to ‘the skill of the |
person at the nozzle and the' skill of the
plasterer.- Iif you can do the replastering

. yourself, so much the better.

[-2

‘fled homeowners to upgrade insulation.-
‘may be the time to do the walls.

- How much will .you save?  Well, about 30%

1of the heat your house loses goes out through
‘the walls.:

‘That translates to sav1ngs of |
5% to 15% of the total. heating bill (or pos~ |

. sibly: more) , depending upon the current
- “’state of your walls and the kind of 1nsu-
"-:_latlng material you choose.

The‘payback for wall insulation depends
entirely upon your house. Check it out. It
may be worth 1t. . If not, hang on:. Federal
sub51d1es may séon be available for quali-
That

~

Floors

' If you can get at any uninsulated floor

,over cold areas .(e.q. crawl spaces), put in

batts;. vapor . barrier up. Hold them in with
wire laced between nails in the joists. A

dirty-job, but ultimate;y good. for you.

" Storm Windows and St'orm'Doors

Direct heat loss through doors and windows
w1thout storms accounts for 20 - 30% of heat-
ing costs for most houses. By installing a
storm-or covering arw1ndow with clear plastic
you will save $4 - $5 on each average window
and about $3 for_each door, over a year.

If You're Rentmg cu

If you are a renter, and if you are paylng
your own heating bill (as a’'majority probably
are), then you are in a bind.
in .this type_of landlord-tenant_agreement to: !
give incentivé to the- owner to reduce the
property s heat loss.  You pay the rent,

You also pay the rapldly escalatlng heatlng
‘jcosts. . .

The landlord is "insulated” from the £inan-

cial effécts of his "heat—eatlng" bulldlng. Un~

fortunately, this 51tuat10n is often the worst-
in low-rent, ‘older houses, which on the one
hand have the highest heat losses and conse~
‘lquently the highest hedting costs,. burdenlng‘
those who can least afford it, and yet least -
inspire the owner to make necessary 1mprove—
ments,; especially in non-"cosmetic" areas like
|insulation.
poor, the world sure gives you plenty of easy
) opportunltles to get poorer " .

. What You Can Do : o

There is little |
_out’ yourself,

.Yét another case of "when you're

- -When looklng for a place to rent, be sure
to ask about insulation and other energy-sav-—"
ing improvements. Best if you can check it
A llttle dust. on your hands
and knees from a trip to the attic may end’
up saving you a bundle in high heating bills
if you find nothing)there. Choose only those
places which are up to the latest standards
or whose owner's agree in writing to make
them so in a defined period of time. T

" -Seek rental agreements in whlch the owner
provides the heat.

~Talk .to. the owners about upgradlng the
heat loss' qualities of the bulldlng. Do what
you can yourself. ' . '

© -Explore the p0551b111ty of cooperatlve
ownership of the property with other renters
and members of the communlty. As .both owners
and tenants, everyone's interests will be best
served by. conserving energy‘ln as many ways -
as possible.

- 4~ R .




“In'the case of U- ality of
S -~ tothe skill of the per

F Foam, the quality

the job ca

e n@@mﬁuPW"11 
son af noz : '

he nozzle.

How Does Your House Lose Heat?

P

p—

o Th;sjcan'amount ééaéé‘mﬁcﬁﬁasaéf15%freducf
.tion;in_your_annual;heatingfbillii It may

seem that paying $205-g$30=fbrﬂeachfstorm
window:. door. is -

and $40 ~ $75 for éach-storm A
‘too costly; but because of the substantial

- energy savings possible,,
oovered in only 5 - 10 years, = . . .

, - After. that, the money you save on heating
y goesfinEQiYQuf:pocket4 The same savings are
. possible for much less cost by installing
ﬂclear“plastic with wood battens (less than
$1.00/window). “This low cost method may be
- preferred by renters,
- member is,that.storm_doors.should,have a
' :spring;c10sing7p9chaniSm; Storm doors won't
" do'any good”uniéééfthgy:Cloéeftightly,"
~.Caulking and Weatherstripping -
The average home ‘loses around 10% and per-
“haps much more. of the heat through crack leak-
‘age around doors and windows. This leakage.
is known as-infiltfaticn'éndfa”cérpain;amouht'
of it is necessary. But in most houses,. es~ .
.'apecially,older ones, infiltration is exces-
ssive. .o -0 ' A

the: cost can be re-

“Another thing to re—

_‘therstripping situation

_Excessive crack- leakage is a result of nor-
‘mal'agihgzoftafhéusépéha*95¢r“qualityTcoh-~5
struction. - Windowvcaﬁlking”driéé‘out,and
crumbles, _Weathérstripping‘becomes worn or
bent out of shape, or may not even have been
installeq, Doors and windows lose their .
tight fit as.a,house{settles‘bver-the years.
You can locate-these heat wasters by feeling:
for: drafts around- doors -and windows, by check-
ing for rattling or loose fitting window panes '’
‘and. sashes, and looking for light coming in
around door frames.: R '
Depending on how bad the caulking and wea-
is at your house, you
could save 5% to 10% or more on~ybur‘heating _
billiwith a’ few Simplg, inexpensive techniques:
-Replace missing or’crumbling caulk around
,window,panes'(25¢/window)_ ;
Caulk the frames of metal combination
storm windows, e o -’
Install or replace metal spring strips
- ~around windows ($2 - 4/window), . i
'Install,.replace/q; re-position metal
Spring strips, or rubber or felt -
* - gaskets' around doors ($4 - 10/door) .

13

| Ventifation

Insulaﬁédiattics need ventialation to.rem

Eaves vents also help to prevent ice build-yp..

‘Iinsulation. N

ove?heét,inFthecéummer‘and moiéturé in the winter, N
Talk to i contractor or refer to the pamphlet,

"How +£o SaVe.MoneyzbyiInsulating,Your Own Home,"
vent.area. you need. This pamphlet also gives det

Vd

(see resource list) for details onfhow_much»
ailed instructions for the installation of

+ : -

-n45.
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. profit ‘corporation, Project Heat.

|arTIc FLOOR: |

S _4‘:6‘.v

Insulation,;& Nelghbors :

!

Adaptmg government programs

" to meet Iocal needs - T

Homeowners 1n Northeast Mlnneapolls buy
and contract cooperatlvely for insulation
under a unigue program set up with the help

fiof ‘the 1ocal HRA offlce.éw .

- ,
o “The local HRA office had trled to set up
'x”workshops and 1nformat1onal sessions to help
' people in insulating their own homes.

-according to Ellen Pence, HRA staff, "We,

“found that. it could cost $200-300 (per home
People here don‘t P

to 1nsulate “the’ attlcs).y
haVe that klnd of money.'

T A specral problem was ventlng the attlcs.
. Although it was’ easy for people to. consider
installing their own'insulation, many were e
" wary of the carpentry work. required to vent.
HRA was able to pro- .. .
" vide assistance for carpentry work. o

the attlcs properly.

" To further cut costs and alleviate the .
financial strain, HRA assisted several !
nelghborhood residents in setting up a non-.
' Through
this corporatlon, 1nsulatlon w1ll be: bought

;But P .

A T
in bulk(dlrectly from the manufacturers and
' re—sold to” resrdents at- cost.>

2 ProjeCt Heat w111 also- lever loan money
to. perform painting and 1nsulatlon on area

homes. The corporatlon will contract for

- services with local contractors who w1ll,b1d
- ‘on homes as a group, cutting overhead costs.
lmo quallfy for the program, contractors

will be required to hire 2-3 unemployed

I‘people from. the nelghborhood to help do
1?1nsulatlon work.‘Q

\'-Group Contractmg for |nsu|at|on

. Nine members: of the. Lex1ngton—Ham11ne

._Communlty Council decided to join together
‘to see what they could do.collectively to

minimize bhe ,energy Wasted from thelr homes.

Flrst, they contacted NSP ‘and’ the state'

'”'\Energy Adgenhcy to determine the alternatives

that were avallable to them. - From them, a
lrst of contractors was also obtained.

Bids were solicited for all nine houses )
as a group, from three contractors. The
‘group saved 15% by working together,

!How Much Does lt Cost Roughly" s
fwaLLs: bb"fCellulose"
‘Foam:

N

3,3/4V-R=l4
- foaming should~definitely be done by an expert.

(33/4" B=19 e

THE PRICES ‘ON THIS CHART ARE ONLY MEANT AS A ROUGH GUIDE.

for al, 600 square foot attlc, unfloored, w1thout any. prev10us 1nsulatlon, to
add enough 1nsulat10n to reach R-22.

" Savings of $300 per year.
‘Materials only- - Contractor Installed

Fiberglass Batt 7m0 8215 $400
(with vapor barrier) L ) L .
Poured Cellulose .~ ' - 6" - 185*% v -230-260
. Poured FiberdlaSs N AN - 270% - . .7 300
~Poured Mineral Wool _ 1o" . 265% " 260~-300
' *Extra for Vapor Barrler (4 mil plastlc) 13 S
VENTILATION (needed for all types) 100 . L . - 250

materials are relatively inerpensive and you can blow in yourself
" after drilling holes through outside or inside walls.
and you may have to add more insulation after 10 years or sO.

vCellulose will settle,

300 1200-1800%*.

156@-3000'** -

A K **These estimates are very'rough, and w1ll depend upon size of" house, wall.
"thickness, existing insulation, etc.
estlmates for larger houses ran as hlgh as $47OO

In our demonstratlon pro;ect, the

CHECK WITH SUPPLIERS YOURSELF.

-
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- ‘Federal Assistance — How Helpful? |
$800,000 of federal-moneY'forﬁinsulation 3
“will.befcoming'into‘Minhesbtakin11976 ek

Is this federél;mongy;;eally;deéigﬁéd&té;q’

L'helpfsolve”insulatiqn{problémsgbngéﬁlbcal

" level?: To check. that out,.I. talked to Rap
- (Ramsey Action Program) in St;-
be administering,a‘Hwintérizatibh"&plan-for
Ramsey County. . We discbvgréd%that;;although‘
’RAP.was.combining-federaljfuhds?cré’tively”
~to build an,insula;iOn;pngtgﬁ}ﬁitsfhands,‘/
are tied by'the.strings;attached to the
federal money. . © - . i S

.+ Of the $300,000 that RAP is hoping to
Plece together from several federal ‘sources,
$100,000 is directed to insulation-materials.
and emergency aid (for people who are
unable to pay for heat or insulation. With
that money, RAP has targeted: -goal of 100
homes- to be insulated in the ‘year.!' However,

.~ federal guidelines allow them to'give a ' -

. 'maximum of $350 per hHouse in materials.

. What.will $350 buy?  on an average size
house, '$350.is good .. for attic;insulationn
plus some storm window repair. One home- -
owner“iitalked_to;'hoWever;csaid"thAt;he
needs. $485 in storm windows alone, " 'While '
this'is a significant help in'cuttingﬁthg
heat bill, it is hardly a complete job of . .
insulation--which in many houses would " .
require $1500 for materials alone, &=

The ‘real bind, though, is the eligibility
criteria. . To qualify for the program, ‘you
have ‘to both own a home and earn less than
'25%-above the federal (Dept, of Commerce) ~
B " poverty limits. That is, a family (sic). of.
o 2 must earn less than $4262.50; a:family

_of 4lmqst*ea;n‘1ess‘than $6312,50;7fHowfmany 

'through;theTCOmmunitylSerVices~Administration;'

,“Paul, who will -
much” in benefits to

i guidelines, ..

~ 'the city."..

peoplefiﬂfSt;FPaul earn
own'a home? { A

sd ;i;tle'yet also

.~Ro§e:?Hugheé, 3AEjplahnér;fé§reéd that
benefits would go primarily to senior.

‘citizens_and‘longbterm unemployed’ people

(who owned their houses before their income’

" 'was cut off) . He: dlso assureq me that

emergency assistance for insulation or for .

- heat bills was available. . . N

_ But it is clear that there are many more
‘People’ who need-assistance;“ana federal )
guidelines just don't account for us. For
instance, an AFDC family of 4 receives "too

qulaify for these
LRI
While' thé program is
program,
The bulk

a:weak insulation '
it is'strong as'a‘ jobs program.
of the money ($200,000) will go
dirgctly.ihtderéatinq jobs for 25 pedple -
who will be hired, trained, ‘and paid to in-
sulate ‘and "inventory the energy needs of

] . . S } . o

" But a "winterized" home is not necessarily
a "well-insulated" home, ‘With so much money
dedicated‘to jobs, why not use enough - insu~

lation .to make hames really tight?

. The answer is that the federal guidelines
don't'allow,us.to solve the problems that we -
see here on a community level. Another case

~where local community groups ‘can plan and

design a program better for themselves.

- If you dualify for insulation assistance,
or need emergency;aid,*gou_can call the
wihterization'offiCe, 630 Laurel, St. Pail.
Thé office will be open March 1, 1976,

i

S . ' T . ?
This. section on insulation is part of the.

" .Center for ILocal Self-Reliance's insulation -
‘program. . Formed by a group of Southside
residents, the CLSR also represents a collab-
“oration of several community-based organiza-

,‘tionsi;“Community‘Design»Center,"Cbmmon

E Ground,féndgwalker'Community Video,

- ré}gasgdkby the HRA after the Powderhorn - ,
: .‘Commup{ty;Cpuncil’approved'funds for the .
Self-Reliance proposal. Nine houses were -

. . - S/
il .

-

TvMOhGthor avdemonstrationrproject was -

Ground,

insulated, three by thé_owners and six’By
contractors,. o

‘Results from this demonstration program
will ‘be published in a later issue of Common "
A video tape is also being produced
to- document the program;, and it will be

available to community groups.

Reviews'of<neighborboqd insulation projects
by Ken Meter. : ’ R
. - .‘47‘/.



. Johns-Manville Insulation Center 'They too have . . . o ST
a questionaire, 'similar but less detailed than -Minnggascp Ditto. = '

. Northern States Power Riding the energy con-  for more details.

KN : . - . R AR A . R o . .
N .- - . - ; . R i . . . . \

H

'

it says, including advice ahd'instrﬁctions on

Jk. = e  ‘:r’ :_‘ St -,‘LFV ‘ insulation, storm windows weatherstripping, .'
ce ReSOurces fOl' "f‘ o , _caulking, ('-;t a]_.; ER e o R
. Energy Rehab S SR ‘. . Also pic_k up “VThé"Ene‘rgy Crisis: What Can

.. We Do?" This one, put out by oil and elec-

.:“‘QggratidnfButton—Ub Thisjis a féderally‘fund4 tric people, is.quite comprehénsive and is
.. ed task force run by the City of Minneapolis. {particularly»useful as an.operation manual for
' Fill out their detailed duestionaire and,j for the energy-conscious household. Everything

.a fee of “$2 (cheeepl), they will:send‘ybq a - from how to cook food wisely to how to dress
. computer print-out estimating costs. and sav- - warmly. They don't even puff themselves too
“ings,: payback time and percentage yield.on: - loudly.. Too loudly. NSP also has a list of
investment for ceiling insulation, 'storm win- . "qualified” (i.e. bonded, insured, generally
dows and doors, weatherstripping and caulk- experienced and reliable) contractors if you
ing and lower thermostat settings. Contact ' are looking that-way (so, by the way, does
Sam Nodland, Operation Button-Up, 301-M City  Operation Button-Up), and they will finance
Hall, Minneapolis 55415; 348-8452. Though your insulation job through their credit sys-
:the fﬁnding:hasftédhnically run out on this ‘tem if you are'one.of their customers. Energy
- project,. they will still run .theé computer Conservation = Apple Pie = NSP. Amazing. Par-
‘program. Responses take 4-5 weeks.’ - ticularly when you look at what they were say-

'ingZS;yea;s agé.

'

the one above, from which théy will supply you o . - . ,

with similar information. FREE. Write Johns- - Community Design Center The real Good Guys -
Manville'lnsulaﬁion»Center, Drawer 17-1, Den- -and Gals. .Selfless, overworked, underpaid
ver, Colorado. . J-M is one of the largest manu- (if paid at all), understaffed. A referral
facturers of fiberglass insulation, among other service for home energy conservation ques~- .
things. . : T S o ' tions. No special interest. No dark history.
: ‘ ' - Also has the aforemeéntioned pamphlets avail-

B

‘Minnesoté‘Eneréy Agenéy"It'é a fledgling'state able., CDC, 118 East 26th. Street, Minneapolis.

agency veermuch eager to help any way it can. 827-2608. L
Currently there are two pamphlets, "Ceiling o
Reinsulation" and "Residential Thermal Improve-

' ‘ment;" and they have lots of other ihfonnation ResOurce Groups

if you need it, including "Save Energy, Save

Money," an OEO.published booklet that is in- ' Center for Local Self-Reliance, temporary
‘dispensible. Wise, entirely disinterested, ‘address: 2314 Elliot Ave. So., Mpls. MN

down home, with chapters on "Keeping warm," = 55404, ”Phone:.87l-3232., A group of people .
"Using the sun," "Furnaces, stoves and fire- “in SouthAMinneapolis.who are working together
places™ and much more. 'All solutions are sim- to create working demonstration projects
ple, basic and do it yourself. No more than . in areas 9f food, energy, and waste systems.,
‘we would expect from the Eccli's of Alterna- Two projects in the works are the home in-

‘tive Sources of Energy magazine fame, who pre-~ sulation project and a coordinated city ef-<

pared it. FREE. MEA, 740 Aﬁerican‘Center‘Bldg,hoft,to locate land for inner city gardening
160 East Kellogg Blvd, St. Paul MN 55101." and provide ‘seed, topsoil and how to work- |
296 5120. Ce o :, ¢ shops to those who would like to grow some *

: : - = of their own food this spring. See-page 38

servation bandwagon with a vengeance, they are. St : R R . :
They have put out their own very useful pam- Organic Growers and.BuzerS'ASSOCiation, 624
phlets and have available many others. Seek Jefferson St. NE., Mpls. MN 55413. Phone:
out especially fHowito/save money by insula-‘ 338~1354. OGBA's annual Spring meeting is
ting your Home: practical instructions and ad- the best single "course" you can take to
vice on doing it yourself or hiring a.contrac- learn about gardening, farming, and small-
toxf“ Limited to product scope (the pamphlet scale energy.. This year's meeting will be
is put out by the National Mineral Wool TInsu- held March 27-28, 1976 at Metro Community 4
lation Assoc,), it nevertheless is Jjust what Cellege, 50 Willow St. OGBA also provides
“48- . : y L : . A .



‘ 'AEnergy:Group{

. \

L

A

-a.market for the<gboas,thaffbrganiC'farmersi

produce,.anq,prqmotesgqualitifbontrOl‘among
organic farmers., lemig,;;u', e

The Big Outdoors People,
- Mpls. FN 55413, “Phone
equipment for alternative
technology, ;
.over. the last few years and havé used this
‘experience’to create quality housing.

31~5430. ' Tools and

Peace EducationLPro.eéf, 3lQ4,16th Ave. So.,
" Mpls. MN 55407;;;Phone}}722-6612; A joint
- effort of the American Friends Service Com-

- . mittee and the:Education Exploration Center,

PEP‘will:cgndﬁb_;WOrkshopsaon‘Energy, Food

cand Militarism for teachers and students...
Walker Community Video and Walker Enerqgy
'Group,'3104rl6th'Ave.’$Q.,fMpls. MN. Phone:
722-6612, 1 Video: Actess to video production

andltraihing-asﬁwell*aé,other?resourceScfor o

‘the: community. 'They are currently working

"on’a@tape“of MartinﬁJopp'who'has~3O vears. of

. eXperience with building and repairing wind
mills’ ¢
Reliance“insulation‘project;ﬁ‘ix

A study group of neighborhood people-in the
southside who see ‘the need to Create'energy
alternatives to.oil, coal, etc. Work with
: feading‘material_on‘solar, wind energy‘andA‘
_the possibilities of methane. Also take .
field trips to see groups and individuals

who are working on creating models. Meets on.

Sunday morning."Contact'Brian'PéterSQn‘at
722-6612 for more-information, - .~

Urban Laboratory,. 365 City Hall, St. Paul
55102. 298-4928, Resources for community . -
groups who aré.intereéted'in'energy issues,

Quroboros. East, 1020 Laurel, St. Paul 55104
When complete, will Have a basement workshop
open to community people fof information’ '
- on insulation and alternative energy.

TREE' (The Renewable-Energy-Environment)- ,
Library, in ‘the Center for the ‘Studies of
the Physical Environment, Space Science

- Center, U of M. A small but excelient

collection covering energy research and ..
environmental concerns. '

BECC (Built Enviromment Communications
Center), archi'tecture Bldg, U of M, - :
Several video tapes about energy groups, -
and - ‘environmental issues,” ~ . s

2201 Rennedy St. NE -

; _‘aqqfintermediate,u.
“ThéyghaVejbeen;building"domes."

Publications
-Handbook ©of Homemade Power_.Méfher Earth News
1974 T

They aré™also documenting The Self- -

48 pp, $3.00 . o

EcéL, Minneapo1is,qu1iq Library; 300 .
Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 55401. The .
special’ ecology collection, has a fine

‘selection. of publications, .

A selection of articles on small-scale
. énergy production taken frcm‘the’Mothe:
- Barth News. 'An éxcellent introduction.

The Energy Primer Portola Institute 558
'Santé'Cruz Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025 $4,95 -

Brief descriptions of alternative tech—
nologies, plus resource listings showing
~how’ to- find -the people who are experi-

menting, . . T Lo

,. A

' Alternativeaéburéés:gg'Energy  a bimonthly

magazine, now 5 years old, with fairly tech-
nical and complete descriptions of alterna-
‘tive technologies. International circulation.
ASE, Rt 2 Box 90A, Milaca MN 56353 $5.00/yx

Direct_g§g_gglggg Sun's Energy by Farrington

Daniels, . Ballentine, $1.45 : : :

A complete introduction to .the uses of

- the sun, in clear language. The best
basic source for an overview of solar
‘energy, written by one of. the -early

' experimenters. . - '

N

' Do's ‘and Don'ts 2£;Methéne by Al Rutan,

Box 69 Annandale, MN 55302. 1975, $4.25 -

In very simple terms, Al describes how
to build an inexpensive device to con-
vert manure and organic waste into .
‘methane gas., ) . :

Méthane'Digéstefs by John Fry. New Alchemy
Institute West, Box. 376 Pescadero, CA 94060.

2

The Home Built Wind Energy Handbook Michael |

- Hackleman, Earth Mind, Saugus, CA 91350

1975, $7.50° : .

' A thorough and entertaining bogk which.

covers.wind power step~by-step; how to
find used generators, how to rebuild
them, how to set up a tower, and how

- to make your own circuitry.

._4u?_



A large catalog of alternatlve energy .

T Energy for-Survrval by Wllson Clark, Anchor.

'-,aPress, 1974 S

’

. of energy sources: “historical, tradl-"
" “tiomal, and future.- Difficult to’plow

:.;through at tlmes, but an excellent over—/

. v1ew..,,w-x

fEnergy and Equity'byjlvan'llllch :Harper & -
Row Perennial lerary, 95¢ 1974
A very abstract and thought-provoklng

suggestion for how to keep technology -
from domlnatlng us. -

' Journal of the New Alchemy Institute- (year-

‘1y) P.O. Box 432, Wood Hole, MA. 02543,

se. 00/1ssue, yearly supportlng membershlp,
$25 00/year.

v o

‘Informatlve progress Teports on the In-. '

stitute's attempts to turn poor land in
to a life-sustaining, energy-conserving
system. L

W1nona U of M Archltecture Dept $4 OO

¢

A beautifully presented plan for energy
self—suff1c1ency in, a small town. '

N

Rain 2270 N.W. Irving, Portland ORE 97210'.

subscription: $5.00/yr

‘Rain is one of the best directories of
energy, food, community and appropriate.

_ technology that one could find. Mostly

covering the Northwest, the national in-

formation network is nonetheless complete.

5.

L R . Lo
INSTITUTE' FOR LOCAL SELF-RELIANCE PUBLICA- -

_TIONS 1717 18th Street. NW, Washlngton, D c

Proposal for a Nelghborhood Food/Waste/En—.
gy System, 1l pages <75

Proposal for a fea51b111ty study of de-
centralized urban food systems, with
.specific empha51s on urban aquaculture,

-So-

: technology, experimenters, and materlals,
3gcomp11ed from the flrst four years of ASE]

‘VA very long and comprehen51ve overv1ew ‘

.intensive gardenlng methods, rooftop hy—
droponic: gardening,.’and the economic and
legal status of new concepts in'city

" food productlon. L . . b

s

Nelghborhood Power- The New Locallsm, 180pp
83.45 :
Shows: how a potentlally self-sufflclent '
" community moves from the .initial stages
‘of community awareness and organization,
to the creatlon of serv1ce networks, to

)

- -the development. of neighborhood sustain- .

ing funds, which serve as seed money for
_ . other .community ehterprises,‘and finally
to the- development of neighborhood gov-
ernment. It is both a theoretical and
:practical'book."a working tool for bring-
ing economic and political power down to
- a workable human- scale.

: Kllowatt Counter: A Consumer s .Guide to to En-

ergy’ Concepts, guantltles and- Uses. 36 | pages
$2.00
Publlshed as a spec1al 1ssue of Alter— o
- native Sources of Energy magaZLne, this
booklet explains how,. using simple arith-
metic, the average citizen can make en-

ergy calculations to learn about the en-

ergy efficiency of appliances, as well
- as energy consumptlon in dlfferent parts
‘of the home or the national economy. An-
| swers such“questlons,as-vhow many BTU in
a kwh? what's the difference between a
"watt. and a watt-hour? how much energy is
used to. produce a ton of steel vs a ton
of aluminum? how big should you build
your solar collector? what's the meanlng
of "exponential growth" and "net energy"’
Includes simple conversion tables, for- .
mulas, sample problems, and an energy
awareness qulz. ‘

The Dawnlng of Solar Cells, 38pp $2 00

Large Scale Sproutlng- A Cottage Industry,
16 pp. .75

Urban Gardening -Chart $3.00 T o

 Gardening for Health and Nutrition $3.00

- (Please include .an additional 25¢ for mail-
-ing tube for either of these posters) -

This-resource section was compiled and
annotated by Jim Lenfestey (energy rehab),
Mike McCoy (groups), and Ken Meter (publi-
cations). Descriptions of-Institute for
Local_Seltheliance publications by ILSR.
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* ' "The people are like a story that never ends;

falls, is'lost_in-deep gulleys,

by Steve Trimble - - - o T o
 Flipping the channels of their televisions
tgday, people tould .search for days:and. ©
never.ruh?acrdsgiexamplesﬂofjculture relat-
ing directly to the-political struggles
going on today But'the-answer may be not

to develop isolated-instances where art .

~carries an ideological ‘message, but to have
cultural efforts:integtated into a larger

‘political movement., In an’ effort-to figure'
‘out -how ‘this'can be done, 'a great deal can
be learned from .the third movements of Min-

nesota's past. . - . _ . o

- TTﬁese‘m6Vementsnaii:ha@?their'éultﬁre.
They had their songs; they had their theat-
re,"

'Farmers;and'Workérgfdf_this,statefjoined
togethertduring,this_pe;iod to fight mono- :

polies.and to'try to develop a-democratic -

sculturei” Through their struggles, "They
all thought ‘they were released into this
culturevand it was riot- the bourgeois,’ the
. middle class .culturé that was developing,
Much of that has gone underground. This

119Champs§-Team

" expldined Meridel LeSueur, a: local ac-
tivist and writer whose work has spanned the-
period. from therthi;t;es,to:thé_presgnt,day,

‘is smothered by rocks;

sters Local #544,.

"Photo cOurtesy,HarrgéDEBoe:;
that winds and
but - somehow always finds the sea."

/ S .ot Trene Paul .
jseeming“Weakness'ofia'péoplé‘s art in the

face of today's mass media ‘should not cause :
despair, however.. At the very bottom, the
BAmerican péople are anti-moncpoly.’.. the
 democratic root bfgour-peoplevis‘yqry strong

the peoplé ére like a river

"1 R
R v

.~ even though you have this terrible consoli-

 dation of power."

'

- sprang from the people. At one time there

’

;Dufing'the,Depressibn,'antifmonopoly cul-
ture reached a peak in Minnesota. Accom-.
panying the rise of unions were hundreds of
songs, -poems, plays ‘and other art forms -that

was even a strong labor sports league where ,
dozens.of~unioh-sponsored,teams‘played‘each .
other in baseball and footbaijy, and -other "
games. People read more than ever, trying

o figure out the economic situation; thou-
fsands;received‘theirleducation from the

‘labor press, . - . A ‘k S

In rural areas, farmers continued to get
much of ‘their education- éut of the "Little
Blue Books" published in Kansas. Costing
onlylfiVe.cents‘and especially designéd to
fit into the pocket of a pair of overalls,:
the Blue Books printed authors like Marx and

| S B

y



“At the very bottom, the merlcan people are antl-monopoly
' the democratlc root of our people is very strong :

’se:unavailable, s n ] oThe' educatlonal committee was a ‘key to tlLe
sics . like Upton' - smooth functioning of. the: Association groups.

' g [ .one toock five blue They planned the monthly club programs,. strong-
books to complete) -and‘Margaret Sanger s con~ . ly encouraged the use of music and suggested
trover31a"tractsion blrth-control and sex edu- that all. meetings should be short, well organized-
'catlon.f : . and enjoyable as well" as lnformatlve. The edu-
atlonal comnittee of the thlrteenth ward in
‘one ‘of its' reports. mentloned theatre gnion
‘songs from "Pins and Needles“ (a play popular
'Party and.its dues paying’ grass roots base; : in ‘the- thlrtles), brief dramas; readings, or
the Labor: Association -The 'Farmer-Labor As debates as interesting possrbrlltles. In ad-
- sociation was composed of clubs in nearly*every drtlon they suggested book. rev1ews, dlSCUSSlOn
crty precrnct and rural’ county.“ It was'a grass-of 1tems -appearing in the Minnesota Leader. (the
roots organlzatlon dedlcated to educatlng igs, ff1c1al organ of the Farmer-Labor- Party), chalk
Tembers ‘givrng ‘them 1nformatlon on: current". talﬁs on subjects -of current ‘interest, or read-
condltlon as; ,ell'as developlng a theoretlcal 1ng and d15cussron of Consumer s Unlon Reports.
\outlooh : : i

IA focus for'much of this polltlcal and cul-
tural: “upsurge culmlnated in the Farmer-Labor

In 1934 the Bureau owned 32 sllde progectors
They debated 1deology at the lowe,t levels,. for puttlng on polltlcal and cultural programs
.and sent delegates to dlstrlct ‘and- state: ~con- o dm 87 counties.. During the highly successful
ventlons where they endorse& Farmer-Labor can-. 1936 campalgn, they published "The Party Line™
didates and formulated party policy.” Accord- (its masthead showed a rural operator at the
ing to old—tlmers, there were always cultural swrtchboard) which offered ideas for loéal
actrvrtles at the Assocratlon meetlngs--mOV1es, supporters. Aware of the" appeal of "mov1ng
speakers, ‘poetry readlngs, or skits or:sing-a=-. plctures, ‘they suggested, "Local theatre mana-
longs...  Rathexr thgn going to political: cultural gers. can:order Paramount Newsreel 'F-L State

events as is often the‘case today,‘they -created Conventiocn 1936, Governor Olson recorded
a strong-.integration ,of politics and culture ‘ maklng some’ emphatlc utterances._ Good reel,
. as the‘very.basis}of.their'movement," R Should be ‘shown now. :" .

From 30'5 through 50's Farmer—Laborltes met weekly in downtown Minneapolls for the "Saturday
Lunch Club, to eat, hear: speakers, and .debate toplcal issues. ' Photo courtesy. Madge Hawkins.
-82.- - o ; S
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ST '",‘\Th;e;FérheféLabof:Eé?tyQ'ltsel?t.éw&i%ked"h'é,rd_ai,élévélobing an
: . . educated and;culturallyﬁawareelectorate.{”.

In aﬁ‘attemétfto patéh:pp the econcmic sys~ a mah@al‘sﬁe put-together for the Worker's Edu-
 tem-a little during the Depression, the" federal cation program--words. ark tools which, like ham-

f‘governme@tlprovided some:kelief programs. -One mers and saws,. can be mastered with practice.
- of these--the Works Progress Administxation» CE T s

i

“(Wepa) didfmuch tc aid the developmept'of.Min¥ : "Every'wéfker'must make ‘this tbol\hié own.
‘nesota's left wing culture.;_Opekgﬁ tbé;WidGSt He must not be afraid of this tool simply be-.
reaching was the Wpa art project started in . cause he has not had a formal training in its

- the fall of 1935. It employed artists, many = use. - The word.as a tool is going back to the
of whom belonged to the Minnesota Artists' Un- -people.” The best of our writers are saying
ion, described by a former member as a "mili-  that writing is no use unless it is a tool of

- tant’organization.. We .boycotted & Minnecapolis defense as well as creation, a tool against bar-<
Institute of Arts ‘exhibition, packed the State - barism, against hunger and want." . . S

WPA headquarters in St. Paul, staged a work, o ‘ V S :

_stpppage'at'the'WPA;attfpréject,ﬂétdu"  Mem- . . They urged publication of a club bulletin

bers of this groupzfélt{that’afﬁists'WEre not  that combined general news of political '

special‘pebple},but?were,Qultutal,hbrkers and - and social matters with'articles of a more

wanted to be part of the larger fight to change technical nature, especially as campaign time

society. = . | R e SN drew near. On particularly pressing issues,

' STl e ’V\A‘l.f3:_i_~;V -  the educational committee passed resolutions -
Both Minheapolis and. St." Paul had workers' or established groups to study in depth such -

colleges sponsored by WPA writers., ‘Here unem- _questions as the ‘creation of publicly owned

ployed workers came to learn about the labor. . 'liqﬁOrvstores;

movement and its history, found out how. to func- R R e
-~ tion in meetings and how to write about “tHeir . The'Farmef—Labor'ASsbbiation‘10cals‘were ,

life experiences., Writing was not seen ad - .also involved in cultural_outréaqh programs, -

something done only by. a-talented feW}-butTas;  trying to use the latestfand‘most-effective
“a skill that could be. of use to the Labor méve—'technology to spread their message, One As-
ment and -that could be learned by anyone. As. ‘sociation bulletip‘outlined‘poséible'radio
' Meridel LeSueur put it in "Worker Writers"-~.  shows: "Musical programs (workers' songs),
N o g, g diScussion of revolutionary music, use of music
‘as an'instrument of pfopaganda”invwar time,
patribtic;songs and their significance,-songs
of*nationality‘qs a basis for the discussion
of international brotherhood, songs of trade
‘unions, songs written during the past year or
~two as a part Qfllabor musical comedies,™

The Farmer-Labor Party itself worked hard .
at developing an educated and culturally aware
electorate. ' Speakers of high quality criss-
-crossed the State, appearing at county meet-
ings,. festivals, picnics and other gatherings.
Postersvweré used not only as notices of meet-
_ings, but as educational tools, graphically
portraying basic economic and social truths.
,Like the:Grangers and Populists before them,
~~the"Farmer-Labor PartY*produced an avalanche
.of pamphlets and leaflets to ‘keep people up
‘with the latest controversies or newly discover=-
‘ed information. = : -

The party had a special educational bureau
that served as an information center and as a '
" dispenser of Farmer-Labor doctrines. While it
‘sent. speakers -out on request, it encouraged .
the use of local talent and tried hard. to have
N - " groups -include women in leadership positions.
Rough'of 40's Farmer-Labor. poster. MHS = The Bureau offices stored organizers kits,




f *underﬂpressur

- but the state was set for the "Cold Watz! and .

£Soc|allst bookstores were shut down Iabor newspapers folded A S

;‘university. professorsvoluntarlly burned‘some L L
‘of thenr books, and actmsts were demed employment. R o

ooks on how to'conduct meetlngs, speaker s ¢ -burned some ‘of thelr books, and act1v1sts were
manuals for. beglnnersg bulletlns on. subjects denled employment and hounded by FBI' agents.
. like taxatlo .and farmlng, and an: elght lesson

YJ Stlll, in the mldst of thls repre551on, a
few embers of dissent stlll_smouldered Since

~;j-§ular column n: Mldwest Labor, -1 Duluth news~'‘no- magaz1nes would accept her writings, Meridel
' paper,‘encouraged workers:to send poens they LeSueur supported herself by wrltlng children's

“had written.. 'They responded, produc1ng works. books. She produced several small volumes that.
‘that clearly expressed the.condition of their . contain interesting and - exciting stories for

© workplaces. and’ their’ feellngs about organlza-, young ‘people as well as antl-monopoly and co-

- tlon,and struggle.,-f S e +. operative values presented in & simple but
‘ ) B 7. fundamental manner. - Sparrow Hawk is a young
The Repressmn of the. ’50’5' T ~Indian who, with his teenage white friend is
‘Embers Of Dlssent’ Chew - B """ trying to develop a strain of corn’ ‘that can -
' , give. everyone enough to eat. “Corn is like

World War II flnally endedothe Depre551onp- land " Sparrow Hawk says. - "It belongs £ us

all. " The Great Spirit gave it to his chlldren
to live upon and raise. ‘It belongs to the per-
son who uses it and makes things grow. .All
réd men have equal rlghts to land and corn."

_the accompanylng rlse of domestlc cultural. and
polltlcal fasc1sm Ain the: United States.  .On"
-.the national level rlght—w1ngers knew -that
_control of the ‘mass media was essential, and

: they set out to 1nsure ‘that the left was driven . : o L S -
. out of theatres, movies and the radio. In Min- His friend Huck is in complete agreement.
.- nésota Hubert Humphrey moved-in on the newly  "You see, both .our nations got corn democracy.

merged DFL--he was careful to- ‘destroy the Far- Some hogs want all the land and corn; they
mer Labor: [Association, . SOClallSt bookstores = want to.root everybody out of the trough. -

- were shut down, labor newspapers ‘folded under - Sometimes you got to.do away with a- hog that

§

pressure, unlver51ty professors voluntarlly - makes all the rest thin and wild."

Mmer sp Songf-

e ,»'_7

Llft the Unlon banner, boys, and jOln us\ln the flght' i
The C.I.0. has come to town...let 's march  into. the llght'
T We used to’ talk in whlspers when the evenlng llghts were low )
S But we're unlon. Let them hear 1t' Let the mlnlng bosses know.', c

oy

S We ve sweated out thelr mllllons from the dark mesaba mlnes...;' -
© - THey've: spied on us-and starved us but there's iron in our spines...  *
Thelr terror and their blacklist all have played. their deadly parts
But they never killed thé glory of the Union in their hearts.
""'We have had a birth of freedom! Let them crack their’ iron. whlps'
“'But they cannot stop the music of the song upon our llps
" Oh, the mills are‘running Union and the woods are all’ awake!
~~And ‘the Union- ships are salllng down the great -unsalted lake!
. It's a great and happy country When we're not against the wall..;.
L When ‘we're march;ng w1th the Unlon, ALL "FOR ONE, AND ONE : ;
) FOR ALL :

author unknown RO

From. We 're The People, edlted by Irene Paul




: - ‘We should leam from rising forces.. . . the same way the third
S e ey par ty movementSOfthepastqrewt eilzorganizational and
P i n e A T creative forces fromthe farmers\;aqd the workers.””
B S e detérminatiop;vahey'havé:séﬁ;up‘survivalr‘~
_ThePresent: = o . schools--Heart 'of the Earth first opened its
A New Popular Culture ' .- v , _doors in Minneapolis to deal with the racism )
Tl T L \encountered_in“the.publicfschools. These, -~
.. ~Récently there have been many Successful Indian-controlled schpols‘wo#k“fcrlthe-preser:

attempts .in our ‘State to use art.and culture -vation of the physical, mental, moral and cul-
to support struggles ‘on the left, With'ris- - tural well-being of -the Native American chil- .
ing unemployment, ‘the New American ‘Movement - - dren-Who;werendonstantly»beiﬁgVSﬁbjected to
helped sponsor a Worker's Rights Center. One the demoralizing influence of ‘the dominant
organizing tool was a group they called "The white Society.: - . - PR
"Grievettes, " composed of people ‘who would ven- o AL R R S , S
- ture down to the unemployment. ffices, singing, . at a recent meeting of students, parents and
They tried teachers on the White Earih Reservation, at-

et |
daﬁciﬁg@é@d'passing>out‘litetétu;é} ! _ ‘
iFOweﬁté;Fain at the SameftiméhﬁhgnyQL;gcteQ ~tended by people frbm'ss.bands,and»BS Indian
iﬁfq;métion,_and;putxﬁorth~thei;19whji§eas.‘ - .nations, one of the spiritual leaders summed
In another case, the entire mood'of ‘a. zoning . up:  "For Indian people, our truths come from

meeting 'in South Minneapolis was changed as .. Nature, We can see -it all around us and we
‘members of the Alive and Truckinq;Thgatréh(a};"can‘seeythatAit is.true...we were born .on -

.'locglfthgétéyfg;oup)~énd;tﬁ§fcif¢leﬁc
S Wite jfeminist'theatre}ébllectiye) ed.reskfIndiangpeopléhiwe are not lost. Oux children's
S;thefedubétipn}must;be:for‘Indian people, and based |

‘the - "' the ‘earth and of the earth.. So long as we are

idenfs:inisongs'suPpérting'dquerni
cit lanning Commissioner's watched fhey '~ on these truths:", .~ - .
hé'lp"édfra-lly i:he ‘crowd tO-"StOP the ,Cl,tY'S' o SN : . L R ‘ T L .
zoning-measures for the Southside. " - .- ~+ Throughthe ages, some of theé State's most

LR o . , _ dynamic culture hasfsprung;outlcf'thé”populat

One:of . the most ‘successful third world move- political movements. Its images have been'
ments;hgswbeen the'American‘Indian:movementr' those of the struggling.farmers,.people co-
which has linked cultural institutions with operating to develop institutions, workers
Ztheir'overall'determination to achieve- self~ joining into unions, What of tomorrow?
" N - - e —— ‘Meridel LeSueur's words may again provide

' some direction. ' o

o 1

‘The new images from which she finds strength
today come from the youth movements, the wo-
‘men's movements. and the exXtremely strong third
world.struggles throughout the world, They,

© Meridel feels, are the groups who "have an
image of life instead of death, of creation
instead of destruction." We'shou;d learn from
these rising forces and gain inspiration from
them’the‘same’way»the third party movements -
of ‘the past drew their organizational and cre-
ative forces from the farmers and the WOrkgrs.
"You don't have to bring it down to them from
" the top," Meridel LeSueur points out, "but you
} can help. ‘What is the best way for people in-
.- volved in cultural activities to link up with
the ongoing political movements and to get in-
' spiration from the people involved in’ them. -Not
" in libraries or ivory towers. As Meridel has
learned from decades of experience, "The best

thing to do is to go where they are." .

Steve Trimble, originally from Kansas, has =
lived in ‘the Summit-University area for seven
’ . years. ' Now teaching at Central 'High School,
NQV),775:"Mankato”ceremony honors - Sioux hung ~ Steve works with the Minnesota Peoples Hig~
Fﬂéffer31862“upri5ing. . Photo by.Steve Trimble - - tory Project B o ’r"“‘cés




. '"Help build this community,

‘ by>Briaanohn Coyle = . e ST
In the summer of 1973, after the June judg-

'-ment by the,U;S;ﬂSupremg.Court[that,the-defé

-inition of obscenity must be determined ac-

. -cording to what is "patently offensive" to
“local COmmunityistandards,_the Minneapolis.

Tribune (Jan. -6, 1974) polled Minnesotans

about pronography. It Found that fifty-

eight percent of Minnesotans polled felt
that pornography should not ‘be banned com-

h,pletely. Bt by &' narrow'margin--50 to 44 i

percent--the majority tended to agree with
the Court-.about community control while the
minority felt it should be up to the indi--

~ vidual whose rights must be Protected.

.'Sihce:fhéhhfcbmmuhity‘attitﬁdes have prob-

ably_changed:_by,and large, younger people
.are still tolerant and many middle-aged
parents have become more: lenient after
severalJyearsaof;pornography?s’existence
and availability.. .But many older citizens -
-~ have become. increasingly critical of what.
.they believe is society's "permissiveness".
and signs.of "moral decay.” And because
they are: the folks who get Sut . and vote,
their pressure is gradually being expressed
. through conservative politicians

Stenvig. who has . promised to crusade against
"smut, " e e T T

©'While moét?ﬂinneécténé agreé:that'aaults
o have-theqr;ght«to read or see what they
~S6r . P S

"not. this theatre's absentee

.does it fulfill for the reade

-from Pornography? .-

like Mayor - .
' to conclude ‘that the "dirty bookstore". on

r

ownér?s;profit,f”Sayfleafléts,' "KM

chooée,-new‘quéstions:ha§e ériéen‘reéently
about pornography, provoking most people

‘to rethink theé whole issue. ‘Where does: it

come from? Who makes: a' profit, from the- -
sale of ‘this product? What, effect does its
presence have on communities? What needs
of viewer

\

(if it does, in fact)? -
. P ...‘.__,J,-‘s

Who Profits ™+ .

k”SlQle»but-steadily,;so—called‘“gdult"'
bookstores and}théaters;haﬁe‘dpened‘up’Shop
in many neighborhoods throughout ‘the south
side of Minneapolis. ‘Because he now famil-
iar garish red and yellow lights have-ap#
pégredﬂgradua;ly during .a period of 1liber-
alized cultural attitudes, few people have
asked(where'pornography‘cdmes'frbm or who. .
profits from it.q?But.a}Minneapolis*Star’
series Whiqh_began last~November:l7 re- - .
vealedithat most4bf‘it is produced in New

-York and Los Angeles and two men with Iinks

to -organized- crime, Fetrris and Edward . .
Alexander, virtually monopolize the porno in--
dustry-in the Twin Cities.:’So it is safe

the cofh?r is not,merely a small business
run by a’merchant from the community" who

-couldn't break even selling the usual re- .
tail goods and services.




. C ) ,,__;pornography assaultonou
- moral sensublhtles and' our own belief in the right of aduits to
T SRR Lseeorreadwh_at‘th‘ychoo et

Flrst, a. Chlcago Avenue Defense Fund has
been,formed to’ pontlnue the resistance to t,;*'
‘the- bllghtlng aspect through 1egal Tmeans -
-and pOlltlcal ‘pressure.on City Hall " Sec-
..ond, a business’ association. of{nearby mer-"
¢hants was organlzed to protec ‘the inter—
-ests of existing 1ndlgenous enterprlses.
-*Third, a committee: has pulled ; ‘ether to"
study the feasrblllty of startlng » non—
profit Communitty Development Corporation . .- |
~{CDCy.” Its partlclpants ‘hope’to.raise . R
broader questions related to nelghborhood o
development. They are - concerned, for, ln—~~"‘
stance, that. instead of spendlng money on.

.- really needed' products, thus. keeplng ‘capi=-.

~-How Dbes Pornography' e
",EffectVOurj Nenghborhoods‘?

’blasé about the presence o) ‘
" the nelghborhood We are caugh ln the S
contradlctlon betweenﬁ‘ts aily as '

-our. moral sen51b111t1es 11¢ jour own bellef tal w1th1n the community, the consumers of . i
©oin the right: of adults to,see or read what } pornography are unwrttlngly contrlbutlng _
they choose.‘ . to. ‘exportation: of monopoly proflts out of 'ﬂ ok
: : L N . thelr nelghborhood and even .the: state. And :
; Some communl 1es;f ey have begun t° - fourth, -another committee maintains a. in- .

'struggle w1th these5

formatlonal “picket perlodlcally whlch leaf-s Ul
lets theater—goers“at'the Parkway." ' L

More Fundamental Questlons ‘

Several of the organlzers agalnst the
Parkway Theater's conversron want ‘to avo1d o
' being laughed-off as- "little old reaction-
" aries’ in tennis shoes" and therefore tend
“to shun the "moral issue,". prefering in-~

Res1dents £ the Fleld—Reglna nelghbor-

hood who:: unsuccessfully fought the conver- = = - stead to emphasrze the "blighting impact
_ sion’ of the' rkway Theater from one of ‘the .- on the communlty " . The oplnlon—shapers
Twin. Cltles; esttdouble-feature showhouses ) such as -‘the Star editors. andvreporters re—'
to! anotherrpad“ t" théater ¢liim the soli- ~ spon51ble for November! s exposés linking N
darlty generated b {thelr‘re51stance was . pornography to organlzed,crlme 11kew1se SRR
the. most pos1t e aspect of _the whole ex~" """ geem relieved that this relatlonshlp O
: perlence.1 ‘In tlally thelr organlzlng ef<' "l "transcends Stenv1g s.worries about- moral
:forts helped gather nelghbors together o decay." " And almost everyone but’ the'ln—,
¢ to redress thelr grlevances, overcomlng the " dustry s managers and ‘the Mlnnesota Civil .
numbness many. folks ‘felt when oraglnally . -~ . Liberties Union seems: agreeable~to the-
confronted by the 1ntroductlon,of pornog-' ?*fé ~convenient. restrlctlon of " the: sale of porno ; :
’ raphy into: their’ communlty.. At the out-' - . ‘g a special entertalnment.dlstrlct down- Co
set acting on ‘their "gut reaction™: was es-— '-l/town. ' : : :
- senfia; “to’cutting’ through the heighbor= - . ‘ o -
k ‘fhood's apathy. But pecple who:led the cam—',u'i' But’ whlle such responses are expedlent,

”galnst the Parkway s conversion: like ° they tend to. beg certain fundamental . ques=--
"we are not’ so much .‘_ “ tions about what constltutes obscenlty, o
pposed to pornography as we are. . what needs pornography fulfills ‘(or: does . ‘
Eid ‘not satlsfy), and what 1ts presence means
soc1ally.,_;;g -

i Voo e UL - ’

What ls Obscemty” R el

{‘ Essentlally, the Supreme Court,copped—out
‘3: on defining our rights under. law and left
‘the question of what -obscenity.is-to be
determlned by communltles and, lower courts,.

-jsf 7-

m



others who believe a distinction can be made between

. exploitative materials and healthy
- haveapoint i

[ i - .
- S : .
.

On_one hand,.many would 1iké to see hard
‘core obscenity:discouraged-and believe

. ‘local control'is: a good first step toward’
"ithelimihﬁtiOn'frOmAgur{cémmunities. " But
on the other hand, artists, civil libera- .
tarians:and others who-believe a distinc-

" tion can be méﬂetbetwgénléxrloitativelma-

) » thi Court's{f?iluﬁe to-at least"
" -provide gméﬁguidelihengbopt_oﬁr right to.

. free expression is disappointing. -
* Pornography: Meeting Real Needs?
. The press ahd!estébliéhed SOCiai_éommen—

_why peopléféré{attracted‘tp_porno and .what,

o capitalizevon‘ﬁéépIQSj'curiOSity;feVen-the
';.AfadvertizingicomeignsftheyjuSEiPlayjﬁpon ‘
.our willingneSs$£cfbreék_tabqos,ibe‘"hip"'
" to the "kinky scene." "Getting grossed out"
seems. to be half ‘the thrill «of checking
©out.the "kinky scene." :

not return for more after satisfying ‘their

natural*cufigsity.

‘Fie;deegi@a5residents»wait to leaflet

.-\584‘ S

nd ealthy, erotic expression have, -

' ;;tatdfsﬁtenﬂ7té”shyJaWay from examining just -

ﬁeeds'itxfﬁifillé;dvTrue,"the'pppnqq:aphérs-

But many folks do:*.

;f‘Butidoes "smut® really satisfy the sexual v
needs of the frequent consumer of" porno- .

., graphy or does it actUally substitute par-

‘tial gratification for genuine orgastic \
L experience;and‘keep the regular con-
" sumer coming’ back? It is fairly safe to
assume the needs ‘aroused by false sexuali=~
zation cahnot be ‘truly satisfied and in-
stead the manipulated consumer is left in a

- ?:perpetua; state of disappointment.

" Pornography’s Social Importance

" . Even more importantly,zthiSHShbuld lead

* Uus to ask what it is about our society that
generates such unfulfilled needs? Conser—
vatives refuse to deal with this fundamen-
tal question and simply want to first re-
stridt pornography to one area-and then try
to repress'it,gntirely,' Liberals reduce
_the question to merely one involving le-
‘galities and rights; ignoring the larger. :
question why sexuality’isvsuppressed by our

. society and repressed by the individual-—

thus generating inhibition of natural long-
7" ings which are eéxploited for profit. =

Meter;,

by Ken




R

: “Sex remains so 'sup N
whole sense of bemg tha Hit.c

pressed ated from man: .eoples

an be e erotuclze

o thlnklng person can t help but be con-
~cerned. about the basic social: questlons '
whlch pornography s presenoe raises..” . If

. pornography is swept back under ‘the ‘rug, . .
. vu. chances are its prohlbltlon/w1ll not really
“stop’ 1ts _sale.- And simply defendlng 1ts
rlght to be sold begs: the questlon about
Yits soclal 1mp11catlons.. ‘Does” its presence
fmean our- soc1ety is becomlng increasingly
'decadent" What is the link between the
1ncreas1ng materlal and’ splrltual -impover=
'1shment:oftmodern life and the lack-of com~

2 ; asic value questmons
‘don't come ea51lyy ‘but” they are seldom’ if
.ever even: asked by ‘the’ courts, medla, or"
pollt1c1ans.
\servatlons .come to mind: pornography R
- presence means ours is —-at least partlal-
“ly--.a sick. soc1ety. Sex remalns SO’ sup-.
pressed.and separated from many peoples':
'whole sense ‘of being that it can b&- iso- "
“lated. and de—erotlc;zed, reduced to a,com—
modity ‘and sold.  "Smut" aeflects the sex-
~aal, drlve from Teal 1nt1macy and therefore

"Lake. St. andychicago'Avenue; -Photo: KM

HoWever, some tenatiye ob—>f”“

- sense to" make -the dec151ons affectlng our:

‘such cases,‘"sexua_ llberatlonrbactually
encourages people to. remove sexuality from
their intimate lov1ng relationships. or’ to
‘follow dehumanlzlng domlnant-submlsslve

" patterns of sexuallty.. Instead ©Of being .7
"adult" entertalnment, pornography ; actual-

ly -appeal to: the sexual stereotypes of the o

“consumer and keeps him. (or 'her). 1n ‘a per-
manent state of". sexual fantasy. FE

|
Pornography does not help us to overcomev'
our fettered capac1t1es and, make‘sense of
our most intimate feelings;" allowing us tO
connect our sexual needs with our: whole.
exlstence. Those who depend on it never
really grow or realize their capacity to- . ..
+love.  'In such a condition, ‘we are incap— ¥

ing- progressg changlng ‘ourselves-and society
‘80, as-to. prov1de-the -basis: for*xnleldual :
freedom and: soc1al development v -
to grow, ‘we! mustystrugqle to overcome per--,
sonal feelings’ of : impotence and - ‘our; publlc°~
. sense of powerlessness, joining, together 1n o
common: cause to realize .our potential: power -
“and then never. let ourselves ‘be: deflected o

o+ from attalnlng that goal

P

If the souths1de reSLdents' re51stance to‘u~
the’ convers1on of "the- Parkway Theater is .
looked o as. a concrete experlence, for ex- -
ample, we can-see that’ local: wisdomand eon-
structive al :ernatives do develop*as a neigh-
~borhood gains a collectlve sense £ self- ‘
awareness. RN _‘.,,f

Such partlclpatlon 4R c1v1c affalrs 1slnot
:exaotly encouraged. by the corporate system :
which the pornography 1ndustry represents.
.in mlcrocosm. It is ready to prov1de every-'
thing. for people w1lllng to: pay - the'price
making 1t“unnecessary for you to. bother
about anything but: consuming; -Teven. sex-
“just so you do your job and.don' ‘t ask’ 1e
tions.. Consequently, in order to defen

» and reconstruct -our communltles,, tis;going
to" herup to us to develop our own senge - of . |
,self—rellance, to use -our- Swn: good. common

llves, and to create our -own power-at the.

Brian John Coyle i ‘a-free lance WL ter
terested -in. communlty ct' ha;
U political trends. He has’ recently publ shed..a
booklet entltled, Hubert~Humphrey in '76?

S T T e

able -—psychlcally or politically=- of mak-a,?'




- ,of the Joint -

Mac, be careful' ' ol SR :
Trouble knows’ your name and number.,'
Trouble wears “dark glasses
and is ugly as gum wads
under the bar stool.
Trouble is the ashes. in the ceramic tray
- and the blind man on the street corner .
‘who knows: your walk

and begs for money:

Trouble is the bare ‘teeth

of a dog set on you. - .

It is' the ease w1th whlch :
your fist sinks the stomach of a beer can.

Trouble is the slow prlson shuffle
from standlng in lines,

being the wall, IR )
grey as that,. . o ) N
inscrutable as that.

And now your tatoo glves you away._
Your breath is tear. gas. . -
You always tilt your head
listening for somethlng——v
the bell to set your soul by, -

. the sound of -a-knife through alr,

" a short sob.. -

Like a nervous hummlngblrd your eyes
never llnger anywhere. - _ |

'iVenetlan blinds remind you.. . °
"Pardon me" reminds you.:

.Zoos and dog pounds and safety locks
and men who carry many keys'

and small beds and sleeplng alone
remind you.

' Mac, you ache .
and desire to drift into amnesia
and forget all, : :

. But memory is also the tlme before jall
Cup your hands tightly. . .
‘around that light in. the wind!

. ‘ . .

i . . . . A - R ] .

-~Margaret Hasse

-60-



f_ How 1s 1t the Mlnl-SCbOOl responds better

o parents..
v1ronment are-all: dec1ded by the’ parents and"

Jmo

hurt feellngs and 1ow—ups.

w1th each famlly.»

to Bob POpllnSkl than -the ‘Public- Schools’

o . N
The M1n1-School ‘has functlonediln south .
Mlnneapolls 51nce May of 1971.\ Parent parti-
c1patlon in - the . first four yearsrwas only
sllghtly:dlfferent from~ PTA~1nvolvemen
the. public schools. - However, last. Aprll ‘a
fundlng:crlsls brought parents and staff
together'to look. for' new fundlng sourcesy;
In the process, control was transferred: from
the hands of people 1nd1rectly involved Wlth
the schooi ‘to. the’ parents staff and- Chlld-
ren of - the school e e

The school is’ now dlrected prlmarlly by
lelng, program, funding and- en—

staff, Commlttees draw up plans ‘in each of.
these areas, submit- them to the- entire group -
oF . parents and staff, and they are approved,..-
qu i

work
tribute ‘£ime and effort to the .school in
some:c city., - Some people work. w1th the
students,ﬁsome type, some clean, but there
[is work £or: everyone and everyone pltches .
in, o b . :

: We found there -were' a lot of hassles in

the school! were_made for' us to raking - the
de0151ons ‘ourselv S

and’ there -are the ‘usual number of debates,"
As an example,
2 Eime evolv1ng a workable
parent cooperatlve.' - L

Inltlallyrthe parentvcooperatlve commlttee-

dec1ded on'an .eight. hour- per month contract-

‘| was dropped because it ‘caused”:

B to glve the school

money’from larger 1nst1tutlons and govern- '
- mental’ agencies,

stlpulatlons of the fundlng sources.

ff;We -are presently working on" plans for a

“ed products oL serv1ce to our nelghborhood

1n-¢'_ “in south Mlnneapolls.

-‘low ‘income. famllles, but’ we ‘do-not ‘operate
1-as’ a soclal service agency.
‘does not. believe that low income chlldren

'vparents at the school are not - examples of
.deprivation. -
- lack are real options and the Mini-School

provides an educatlonal optlon for them. -
'But we- are mnot'a student: recycllng center;
" | we do not aim to "readjust” the child to -
‘better f1t 1nto the larger school system.

ed. or sent back: to.the committées for, ‘| -

Every family- 1s expected to- con-;,_

: ‘powerful tool in 1tself
- child is ‘guaranteed a’ very personal relation-

‘ship with several adults.

| threatening ‘environment works agalnst the.

'formatlon of groups based soley on shared

o xteachers carefully avoid setting up competl-
changlng from a system where. dec1srons about:,i i

. 1. grades; . :children work: at their own rate and
“Shared detision maklng )

| among parents and ‘staff is often ‘not ‘easy * than to.judge their own. 'success or failure by

fare encouraged -

-1ty around them as a learning place.

“But recently -this planv.~.

ad feellngs .

- between people’ "dftowards?theVSChool “we'
-are committed tofinding ways- to-share thenr
work that has. to be done while recogn1z1ng
that worklng parents, especrally ‘single workf

-ing~ parents, ‘havea llmlted am

We are acutely aware that at present our."
surv1val as a school depends ‘upon- gettlng .

We - feel that thls ‘depen-
“dence on other" agencies not’ only makes. our
very survival ‘tenuous, but also threatens '
our -control of the school with the possible

bu51ness which would be operated by mem~

. bers of the Mlnl—School communlty. ‘This .
bu51ness wall ‘hopefully, help support us
“in yearS'to:come, providing employment for
parents,'funds for. the,school and also- need-

About 70% of Mlnl-school students are’ from
‘The Mlnl-SChOOl
are- by deflnltlon deprived, The. devoted

What most low income families

The small size of the Mln1—School is a
- For example, every

The small un- .

race,, sex, age -or class.‘ The parents and

tive  learning 51tuatlons. There are no

are encouraged to help one another rather

another chlld's progress. Group projects

Chlldren are encouraged to use the commun-—
Some,
kind of trip: outside the school is ‘offered
-on an almost daily basis -—whether that means
that a few chlldren go across the street to

-6/-

s



Recently, for example,
overheard one of’ the boys call one’ of the
other boys a girl as. a derogatory remark
iThe adult told the boy. that calling someone.
.else a girl as an insult was an insult to "
-a sexist remark, .‘The ~incident. promp—
ted the teachers. to ask-. every student o,
ldentlfy over a. 2 - 3 day period at. least
one way- that: ‘women are - presented as- -infer-
‘1or to men- or treated in ‘a“sexist manner on
TV, in‘magazines,. etc.,and share that 1magej,
?1n a small group.n ’ y e : :

¢ to a performance'at Powderhorn Puppet ;;"
‘Theater._..’ e 4 ,

We have also put. asrde some money so that
{we can pay members of the Gcommunity to come.
T For: example, we have recently bene-fr.
Y Eitted from visits by sosthenes Nunyakpe .
‘from Togo and.the Alive and Trucking: Theater.

We feel that changlng our values to a(soc—
'lal or; polltlcal context is a .8low,. llfelong
process. We try to bring out some of the ,
facts whlch we feel ‘have been omltted»or dig~
: torted by history bocks and newspapers.,_
T Adults. teach through day—to-day eXample,
»through constantly confrontlng each
other andvchlldren on’ the use of sexzst,
raclst or class;st terms or. attltudes,
through small group dlscu551ons ;and role.
playlng in our dally school’ 2

semblles."

In short, we feel the Mlnl-SChOOl is a
genuine learnlng environment where parents,
children, staff and the communlty share in
shaplng that env1ronment :

by -Barb Bransburger, Dawn Gessner (parents)
and Susle and Peter Oppenhelm (staff)

| »Commumty Cookmg

General.Mllls' Betty~Crocker would crlnge

- ‘at the 1dea of making- hlstory an ‘important
1ngred1ent of ‘her recipes and the venerable
hlstorlan, Arnold Toynbee,.would probably
pooh-pooh the historical significance of:
Auntle Ettle s Plneapple Dellght

: But Steve Trlmble, Barb Young and Alyce
GullfOlle, three St. Paul residents thought.
neighborhood hlstory and recipes were com-
patible as well as sellable. They have '
'spent nearly .a year- complllng a. cookbook
and - ‘history book, "Communlty»Cooklng, An
Uncommon ‘History of Summlt—UanerSLty " on

‘11fe in the St Paul nelghborhood

’Avenue home of ,railroad magnate James -J.

| Hill. Or for taste buds- of the less af-
. fluent, there is “The Best-Ever ‘Rice Pud-.
'dlng" and "Brown Beans“ .and "Pobbs." .

. other. The book is divided into sections

‘one of the adultsl\ ‘
flections of the contributors, Memories from
“folks who made their homes -there at one time

7ne1ghborhood in one way or another, prov1de
"and activity of a neighborhood.. What better.

| way to fix dlnner than by readlng the story

‘history of a nelghborhood than by readlng

;phllosphy are old and new photographs; of-
.} fering a portrait of a community that chang~
°] es with time, economics-and politics.

The cookbook is a compllatlon of recipes
from over 100; nelghhorhood re51dents, past -
and present You can make for yourself.a.
whole memu of dishes served at the Summlt

Summit-University is. somewhat unique as
an area in that several different ethnng
groups have predomlnated at one time or an- -

based on-the ethnic origins of the neigh=-
borhood's peoplé. Included are the Yankees,
thé Germans, the Irish, the Jews, the Blacks.
‘and current Model City residents, with eth- .
nic and class characterlstlcs that might
make the orlglnal settlers uneasy.

vInterspersed among the recipes are recol-

or another, or who were associated with the
‘down~to-earth. commentary on the development
of who first conconéted your dinner? What

better way of acqualntlng yourself with- the
about it while flklng dlnner’

Mlxed among the home cooklng and home

Flrst Sunday school class at Temple Aaron' on’
‘Holly Ave.. at turn of centbry.

An example»of.how "Communlty Cooking" mix-
‘es neighborhood history and recipes follows:
a . ) ) - ) ) . i




—Un‘vers ty area fin- the 1880's and
s brought New “England: recipes with .

oyes famlly to thelr relatlves the

a4, tsp pepper

1sh e order a copy through the:

«address ‘your: request: to-'Communlty -
Cooklng“ 438 Portland Avenue,’ St, Paul MN
55102‘W,Proceeds~from the sale of ‘the cook-
book, w1ll.g_” o help .a non—proflt community

borhood

‘.4./‘_: oL

| sPeople S Clothes

3ated from hlS machines and’ employees, but .
by the workers themselves..: ‘Unlike other sew—-
| ing factorles‘and most’ buSLnesses in. general -
it's worker—owned and managed" ThlS means,
‘accordlng to ‘one: of- the eight women workers,

'spons1b111ty as a’ worker to ‘determine what
the,w experlence means to! you.v “You, not
Ontrol ‘how much you earn, how fast

. eve the amount ‘of “time" you ¢an’ take” to v1srt
w1th other:workers whlle on the jOb '

. People S Clothes, located in a storefront
“fon Franklln Ave., is:- central to’ most -of the

This recipe was’ passed down from '

People S~Clothes is a: unlquelsew1ng Eactory,gr
whose story is', told not by ‘a smooth talking .
PR'man or a boss® 81tt1ng in an offlce 1sol-;,;

1/4 tsp pepper»‘

-organlzatlon 1n the Summlt-Unlver51ty nelgh—l“

by Lynn Hlnkle -

Priseilla, - that, "You have almost total - ‘re- .}

ongyou work, what you produce and':”

:folder than 35

op commnnlty
one of. the wor

They used abou |
» ,51gns to produce durable, comfortable
b clothes, 1ike® drawstrlng sklrtsfand pants.'"”
i,fThe clothes ‘sell
try Peoples: Department Store at 2002 River- -

workers llke Pri; cllla, and“

0 dlfferent,

side in: Minneapolis, are priced below the

oh

The styles sold at the Peoples Department

Wbrkers at People's.: Clothes-.- i
boss, control how much you earn..." Photo KM 1:

same! quallty dry ‘goods sold ‘at other stores. }3’

"You,. not a.

Store on the West Bank are tested by the’

'workers "themselves.
-ment ‘with the clothes they sell.
tice has led to a number of consumer—orlent-

“ed changes in de51gn and marketlng, like

tucking, cuttlng scraps from a pair of draw-
string pants. 1n the pants _pockets,, so that
if the new pants get “torn,’ they can be patch-

ed with like material. Mary, one of the

worker/managers summed’ up the collective. at-:

titude toward consumers, "If we find that
our: styles:don't fit a ‘need, we change it,
We re trying. to:Serve people the way we' llke e
to be served ourselves;"‘

In thlS factory, every worker has an equal
-voice in policy, set at: monthly meetings, .
"Ann, -one-of the- less experienced seamstress—
es,. descrlbed some “of - the decisions made by
" the workers as-she got: up*from her: stltcherfi
““We decided we ‘could work . ;
‘better if we had more £lexibility 'in. settlng g
our work schedules,’whlch is-especially im- | -

uféa3i

~ for. some coffee

“North: Coun

R N

They wear and experl—

Thls prac- | -




oy

Fif ‘need’ be. - We decided to arrange the- sew—

|ing tables in a circle so'we could talk with

one another as we work rather than’ sitting
in 51lent rows of’ dron1ng~mach1nes.

They ve also agreed on,equal pay at a rate
of $3. .per ‘hour (roughly union scale) even }
though two people, the managers, work at
sales,. bookkeeplng, and payroll -along w1th
cuttlng and sew1ng.- Everyone . rotates the'
Janltorlal work and profits are distri-
buted* accordlng ‘to 1nd1v1dual yearly
earnings. ~Mary talked about her position
as. worker/manager, "If I don't sit right ,
there w1th the other workers doing the cut-

'tlng and sew1ng rlght along with them, I'll.

lose the workers v1ewp01nt, which may keep/

“tme ‘from spottlng solutlons to' important pro—,“

e

ductlon problems "o

problems.. Unless the workers become more

Nefficient, their piece: rate ‘based- on_$3 per ’
Jhour will have to increase and none of ‘the !
workers feel comfortable raising. the: piece’"
rate.' Susan, the other worker/manager, -sug-
"} gested that" the rhythm of work would be’ more

continmious if people av01d looking’ up from.
their sewing when they talk w1th other
workers. . . :

§he suspects that a regular_"efficlencyf
expert" rather than a worker/manager would -

another while worklng._ Susan concedeés that

|while watching your own work carefully takes'

a lot of self- dlsc1p11ne .and may be burden—
some dt times,. the changes workers make in.
their own work can make the difference be- -
tween.drudgery and satisfying work'y "But
for the most. part," Susan adds, "day to. day
it's'stillhlike working a regular job.“

r

elght peoples' work situation; there's
still a lot of work needed to change the

society. We can only go so ¥ar before ‘we

'. run into the constraints of the system." Up

‘untll a year ago one of those constraints
was capital, . In April the sewing collectlve
was able to secure a loan of $10,000 from
Southside Communiity Enterprlses, a communlty

Jdevelopment - corporation. interested in worker-

owned, communityéoriented businesses.

. The loan From SCE was used to purchase
new machlnes to help create a safer and

cot

%more productlve env1ronment for the workers.
MAlthough the loan from SCE helped solldlfy

portant to the “four mothers 1n'our collec-tR'
‘ tlve, or ‘even worklng at home occasronally

. the“su¢cess or failure of the sewing fac-
| tory. Would they want to work in an emp-
|. loyee~owned sewing factory again? "Oh,

--to make money for somebody else again."”

\, 'The Mlnnesota
'Homefires Calendar

‘The Mlnnesota Homefires Calendar is out.
- Packed with drawings, photos and informa-

. to gain more control of their communities

Everyone at People s.Clothes agrees that ~ﬂ

e ] fourth annual Homefires Calendar produced
‘eff1c1ency is currenﬁly one of ‘their’ blggest :

| by the ‘Minnesota Peoples History Project
" has & somewhat altered format.

| by a feature article or poem on the top
~with a history packed calendar on the bot- -

'} a description of a early labor struggle in

suggest that people simply not talk with one -
. 0of the Month" by famous and infamous Minne-

"History Project had left, and the remaining
.people were hesitant to' take on.the project.

. Susan belleves that, "Although we've changed

| and fanfare of the "Buy-Centennial" was. an.’

rcalendarr

‘bookstores. If you'd like to order a 1976

their busrness, the’ workers at People's
Clothes belleve they are responsible for

God!" says Mary, "I can't imagine working-

v by Lynn Hlnkle

tion about ordinary Minnesotans'. struggle

and workplaces, the 1976 Homefires Calendar
would be. interesting reading any year. The

- For example
the larger size of the calendar -—each month
con51st1ng of separate 14" X is" top and.
bottom: sheets~~ allows for more pictures
and - information and hangs better than the
earlier models. -Each month is highlighted

tom.. This years feature articles include

Minnesota, the 1928 co-op slit, small farm-
ing in Minnesota and more. Regular features
include the "Recipe of the Month" and "Quote

sotans. 3 s

' For a while there were seridus doubts as
to whether the calendar would be produced
this year. ' Several members of the original

But with the energy -and enthusiasm of new -
workers,. the reorganized group decided to’ :
go ahead with the publication ‘of the calen- |
dar.  We felt that 1976 with all the flags

espec1ally 1mportant ‘year to dlstrlbute our

l974 ‘and 1975 Homefires Calendars are
still available in numerous co-ops .and

Calendar, send $2.50 to Minnesota Peoples
History Project, 488 Holly Ave., St. Paul,
MN 55102

N

by Steve Trimble.
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If you've missed any of our back issues, you can still get copies! (See the
subscription form below.)

Our first issue, "The Cities' Backyard," examines nine neighborhood histories from
the viewpoint of people who work and live in those Twin Cities' neighborhoods. Our sec-
ond issue, "Playing For Keeps," focuses on neighborhood parks and open space planning and
also includes two neighborhood histories. Common Ground #3, "Towards Community Control?"
provides background for the current discussion on citizen participation and Community
Councils, BAll the issues feature articles and reviews of new community organizations
and businesses that are involved in community building including theatres, restau—
rants and food coops.

Common Ground #4, "The West Bank: Resident Initiative Takes Root," looks inside
the West Bank residents' strategies for control of their community. Included are des-
criptions of how developers like Cedar—-Riverside Associates make large profits at ten-
ants and taxpayers' expenses and how the West Bank experience is helping other communi-
ties organize resident controlled development. Reviews of a new women's restaurant,
several community-based theatres and a photo history of the Payne-Phalen area of St.
Paul round out the issue.

Common Ground #5, "Neighborhood Renewal: Preserving Homes, Creating Jobs" features
a special Parade of Neighborhoods section which contains statements from 41 neighbor-
hoods in the Twin Cities. Written by the residents themselves, they express the val-
uves, lifestyles, aspirations and struggles which different neighborhoods hold. 1In
doing so, they offer an informative record which marks our progress toward neighbor-
hood self-determination. Also included are four articles dealing with different ways
to rehab homes and create economic stability in our neighborhoods-—all are aimed at
placing the resident and neighborhood's needs first. Our histories take a look at
Nicollet Island and Mexican-Americans on the West Side of St. Paul and reviews of
child care coops and community restaurants complete the issue.

Common Ground #6. Does art need to be something that only professionals do? How
could art build community? "Art For Our Sake: Toward a Culture of Cooperative Action"
reports on groips who are trying to bring art back to all of us. 8 pages are
original songs, drawings, and poetry. Steve Trimble's first installment of Minnesota
Grassroots Culture emerged here, and there's more!

to subscribe,

Mail this subscription form into Common Ground, 2314 Elliot Ave So, Minneapolis, Mn 55404

I/we would like to subscribe to Common Ground for one year ($4.00
for an Individual Subscription or $10.00 for Supporting Subscriber).

I/we would like to buy copies of issue #1 (Neighborhood History)
($1.00 each) copies of issue #2 (Parks and Open Space)
copies of issue #3 (Community Control)
copies of issue #4 (Controlling Redevelopment)
copies of issue #5 (Parade of Neighborhoods)
copies of issue #6 (Art For Our Sake)

Name :

Address:

City: amt. enclosed $
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