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Central Coast of California: 
 

Community Alliance with Family Farmers
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In the Six Counties:

• 1.1 million households

• 6,301 farms

• 3.5 million acres harvested
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Central Coast includes important California 
producers:

•  (13 % of California’s farmed land)

•  (19 % of California’s net farm income)

•  (18 % of California’s vegetable production)
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Among the most important products :

•  Cattle (24 % of Central Coast farms)

•  Orchards (32 % of Central Coast farms)

•  Barley (29 % of California’s acreage)
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Most land devoted to :

•  potatoes (29 % of region’s acreage)

•  barley (24 %)

•  vegetables (10%)
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Central Coast farmers sell $,000 of 
food directly to consumers (2002)

And sell $xx million of organic food

Source: (2002 Ag Census)

















Statewide data for Californa
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Only xx % (xx) of California farms sell food 
directly to consumers

$xx million of food sold direct in California

Source: (2002 Ag Census)











United States data



(March data)



(July data)





Central Coast is also a 
region of food consumers...
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Central Coast population is 3.3 million

Consumers earn $50 billion each year
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Central Coast California consumers
buy $6.6 billion of food each year:

 $3.8 billion to eat at home
 $2.8 billion to eat out
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Central Coast: markets for food

      millions
Meats, poultry, fish, and eggs      945
Fruits & vegetables        691
Cereals and bakery products           549
Dairy products         420
Other foods      1,169
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Central Coast Consumers
buy $945 million of meats each year:

Beef              $ 296 million
Pork    186 
Other meats  106 
Poultry   170 
Fish and seafood  140 
Eggs      47 
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Central Coast Consumers
buy $691 million of produce each year:

Fresh fruits        $ 222 million
Fresh vegetables   228 
Processed fruits   146 
Processed vegetables    95 
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Central Coast Consumers
buy $420 million of dairy products each year:

Fresh milk & cream  $ 179 million
Other dairy products     241 
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Central Coast Consumers
buy $863 million of beverages each year:

 Nonalcoholic $ 315 million
 Alcoholic     548 
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Fresh    647 million
For canning  334 
For freezing  261 
For dehydrating    53 
For chips     57 
Pulses     27
 
Total vegetables        1,379 million

Local market for VEGETABLES 
 (pounds, farm weight):
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908 million pounds

Local market for FRUITS
 (pounds, farm weight):
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Fresh  54    million
Canned 13
Juice  72
Frozen   2.5
Dried            2.7
Other            1.5

Local market for APPLES 
 (pounds, farm weight):
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Fresh        37 million

Local market for CANTELOUPE 
 (pounds, farm weight):
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Fresh  29    million
Canned   0.7
Juice        13 
Dried        23 

Local market for GRAPES 
 (pounds, farm weight):
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Local fruit markets (pounds, farm weight):

Apples                       145    million 
Apricots                           3 
Avocados                           8 
Bananas                         90 
Blackberries                  0.3 
Blueberries                           0.9 
Cantaloupe                         37 
Cherries                           6 
Cranberries                  7 
Dates                                   0.6 
Figs                                    2 
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Local fruit markets (pounds, farm weight):

Grapes                       66    million 
Grapefruit                       42 
Honeydew melons       7 
Kiwi                                  1.6 
Lemons                       30 
Limes                         5 
Mangoes                         7 
Olives                         4 
Oranges                     258 
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Local fruit markets (pounds, farm weight):

Papayas                        3   million
Peaches                      33 
Pears                               18 
Pineapple                      44 
Plums                      11 
Raspberries               0.3 
Strawberries             20 
Tangerines                      11 
Watermelons             46  
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Local vegetable markets (pounds, farm weight):

Artichokes                    3    million 
Asparagus                    4 
Beans, dry                  25 
Beans, snap         24 
Broccoli                  24 
Brussels Sprouts           0.8 
Cabbage                  32 
Carrots                  42 
Cauliflower                    6 
Celery                  22  
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Local vegetable markets (pounds, farm weight):

Corn (Sweet)         88  million 
Cucumbers                  39 
Eggplant                    2 
Escarole & Endive  1 
Garlic                    8 
Lettuce (Head)         75 
Lettuce (Leaf)         28 
Mushrooms         14 
Onions                  66 
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Local vegetable markets (pounds, farm weight):

Peas (Green)           9    million 
Peas (Lentils)           2 
Peppers (Bell)         23 
Peppers (Chile)         17 
Potatoes                452 
Radishes                    1.6 
Spinach                    8 
Sweet Potatoes         12 
Tomatoes                293 







How much of Central Coast’s food-
related income comes from farming?



Blue Line has
missing data







California data







What about other income earners 
and local businesspeople?





Total farm 
payments:
634 million 

$127 million
$34 million











Central Coast residents lost $4.7 
billion in net assets during the year 
2000…
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http://www.crcworks.org/ff.pdf

kmeter@crcworks.org  (612) 869-8664

“Finding Food in Farm Country”



W. K. Kellogg Foundation 
http://www.wkkfweb.org/FSRDFullGuide.pdf

Food with the Farmers' Face on It

Media guide covering 
community-based foods systems


